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(54)  Roller  with  contoured  surface  for  conveying  ultrathin  webs  and  apparatus  comprising  such 
a  roller 

(57)  A  web  conveying  roller  (1  8)  is  provided  with  cir- 
cumferentially  or  spirally  extending  grooves  (42)  and 
lands  (44),  the  lands  having  convex  curvatures  (46,  48; 
54)  to  cause  a  conveyed,  ultrathin  web  (30),  at  the 
beginning  of  a  wrap  angle  (a)  onto  the  roller,  to  undulate 

along  the  width  of  the  roller  over  the  lands  and  into  the 
grooves  while  remaining  spaced  from  the  convex  curva- 
tures  of  the  lands;  so  that,  air  entrained  between  the 
web  and  the  lands  can  flow  into  the  grooves. 
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