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Description

This invention relates to a digit positioning sleeve. In
particular, but not exclusively, this invention relates to a
digit positioning sleeve for use with writing implements.

Known support sleeves tend to be uncomfortable,
unattractive to adults, and unsuitable for children, as they
are very thick in comparison to the thickness of the imple-
ment they surround.

An object of the present invention is therefore, to
overcome the above disadvantages or difficulties, or at
least to provide the public with a useful choice.

Accordingly, the present invention may be said to
broadly consist in a digit positioning sleeve slidable lon-
gitudinally over an elongated implement, comprising at
least one recess for receiving at least one digit of a user's
hand, the at least one recess having an aperture formed
therein, such thatin use the digit(s) positioned by the digit
positioning sleeve can directly contact the elongated
implement.

A preferred embodiment of the invention will now be
described, by way of example, with reference to the
accompanying drawings, in which:

Figure 1 is a side view of a preferred embodiment of
a digit positioning sleeve of the present invention;

Figure 2 is a side view of the digit positioning sleeve
offigure 1 turned clockwise 60° about its longitudinal
axis;

Figure 3 is a side view of the digit positioning sleeve
offigure 2 turned clockwise 60° about its longitudinal
axis;

Figure 4 is a side view of the digit positioning sleeve
offigure 3 turned clockwise 60° about its longitudinal
axis;

Figure 5 is a side view of the digit positioning sleeve
offigure 4 turned clockwise 60° about its longitudinal
axis;

Figure 6 is a side view of the digit positioning sleeve
offigure 5turned clockwise 60° about its longitudinal
axis, illustrating one suitable use of the sleeve.

Referring to the drawings, the digit positioning
sleeve of the present invention is indicated generally at
100. The sleeve is tubular and has a central aperture
through which an elongated implement such as a ball-
point pen 110 may be passed, see figure 6.

On the outer surface 120 of the support sleeve 100,
are formed at least one, and preferably three recesses
130. In this particular embodiment, two different types of
recesses 130 are formed, that being recess type 140 and
recess type 150. This recess arrangement makes the
positioning sleeve suitable for use with the traditional tri-
point precision grip, in which an implement rests on
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between the middle knuckle and the tip of the middle fin-
ger of the user's hand with the pad of the index finger
pressing down on the implement to hold it on the middle
finger, and the pad of the thumb also pressing on the
implement to hold it against the index and middle fingers
to steady it. Thus, in use, the recesses 140 would receive
the pad of the index finger and the pad of the thumb and
the recess 150 would receive the middle finger. Other
recess arrangements could of course be used for differ-
ent implement grips, for example, different grips might
be required for eating utensils, paint-brushes, etc.

A significant feature of the present invention is that
each recess 130 has an aperture 160 formed therein.
These apertures 160 allow, in use, the fingers of the
user's hand to touch the implement being used. This has
a number of advantages. The first advantage is that, the
width of the sleeveis reduced and therefore is more com-
fortable for the user. A reduced width and also an ability
to see the implement inside the sleeve also makes the
sleeve more aesthetically pleasing. Further, the sleeve
is particularly useful in training children to hold imple-
ments in an efficient fashion. Children who have been
trained to hold implements with a known sleeve, often
have trouble transferring that learned grip to the natural
width of an implement. However, the current sleeve more
accurately approximates the natural width of the imple-
ment being used, because the fingers actually touch the
implement. Thus, children find it more easy to transfer
from a sleeve around an implement to the implement
itself.

The apertures also provide for a better grip on the
implement.

The digit positioning sleeve of the present invention
is preferably formed of a resilient material which can eas-
ily slide over a desired implement, but which will also stay
firmly in place on the implement in use. Suitable com-
pounds forming the sleeve are rubber or aresilient plastic
substance.

The above describes a preferred embodiment of the
present invention, variations and modifications in which
may be made without departing from the scope of the
invention, as defined in the accompanying claims.

For example, the sleeve may be used with any
desired implement such as apen, a pencil, a paintbrush,
a drafting implement, a pointer or cutlery such as a
spoon, knife, fork or chopsticks, etc; with a suitable
recess arrangement to suit the grip required for each par-
ticular implement and its use.

At least one of the recesses must have an aperture
formed therein but other recesses may not have such an
aperture.

Claims

1. Adigit positioning sleeve slidable longitudinally over
an elongated implement, comprising at least one
recess for receiving at least one digit of a user's
hand, the at least one recess having an aperture
formed therein, such that in use the digit(s) posi-
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tioned by the digit positioning sleeve can directly
contact the elongated implement.

A digit positioning sleeve as claimed in claim 1,
wherein the support sleeve is provided with three 5
recesses for receiving three digits of a user's hand.

A digit positioning sleeve as claimed in claim 2,
wherein two of the three of the recesses have aper-
tures formed therein. 10

A digit positioning sleeve as claimed in claim 2,
wherein all three of the recesses have apertures
formed therein.

15
A digit positioning sleeve as claimed in any one of
claims 2 - 4, wherein one recess receives the thumb,
one receives the index finger and one recess
receives the middle finger of the user's hand.

20
A digit positioning sleeve as claimed in any one of
claims 1 - 5, wherein each recess is contoured to
correspond with the shape and positioning of the
digit which it supports.

25
A digit positioning sleeve as claimed in any one of
claims 1 - 6, wherein the support sleeve is provided
with three recesses and wherein one recess is con-
toured to receive the pad of the thumb, one recess
is contoured to receive the pad of the index finger, 30
and one recess is contoured to receive a part of the
middle finger between the middle knuckle and the

tip.

A digit positioning sleeve as claimed in any one of 35
the preceding claims, wherein the sleeve is formed

of a resilient substance.

A digit positioning sleeve substantially as herein

described with reference to any one of the accom- 40
panying drawings.
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