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(54)  A  cigarette  packet  with  a  hinged  lid 

(57)  A  typical  rigid  cigarette  packet  (1  )  consists  of  a 
box-like  container  (2)  with  one  open  end  (3)  that  can  be 
exposed  and  closed  by  rotating  a  lid  (4)  hinged  to  a  rear 
edge  of  the  container  (2);  the  contents  are  restrained  by 
a  frame  (1  4)  of  which  a  first  portion  (1  7)  is  anchored  to 

the  container  (2)  and  a  second  portion  (16)  projects 
through  the  open  end  (3)  and  into  the  lid.  To  advantage, 
the  first  portion  (1  7)  of  the  frame  (14)  incorporates  a  set 
of  transverse  stiffening  ribs  (19). 
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Description 

The  present  invention  relates  to  a  cigarette  packet 
with  a  hinged  lid. 

In  particular,  the  present  invention  relates  to  a  cig- 
arette  packet  of  substantially  rigid  embodiment,  typically 
comprising  a  box-like  container  with  a  predominating 
longitudinal  axis,  exhibiting  a  front  panel  disposed  par- 
allel  to  the  longitudinal  axis  and  open  at  one  end,  a  lid 
associated  hingedly  with  the  container  and  capable  of 
movement  in  relation  thereto  away  from  and  toward  a 
position  whereby  the  open  end  is  closed,  also  a  frame 
element  comprising  a  first  portion  located  internally  of 
the  container  and  disposed  at  least  partially  in  contact 
with  the  front  panel,  and  a  second  portion  projecting 
from  the  container  by  way  of  the  open  end. 

Conventional  cigarette  packets  of  the  type  outlined 
above  are  fashioned  normally  from  blanks,  i.e.  flat  die- 
cuts  of  cardboard  or  similar  material,  of  which  the  thick- 
ness  has  been  reduced  further  and  further  over  time  for 
obvious  reasons  of  economy;  latterly  indeed  such  ma- 
terials  have  become  so  thin  that  an  assembled  packet 
can  no  longer  even  be  guaranteed  to  retain  a  stable 
shape  in  normal  use.  It  has  been  found  with  packets  of 
more  recent  manufacture,  in  particular,  that  the  simple 
operation  of  opening  the  lid  can  sometimes  cause  the 
front  panel  of  the  container  to  buckle  outwards  perma- 
nently,  so  that  difficulty  is  experienced  subsequently 
when  closing  the  lid. 

The  object  of  the  present  invention  is  to  provide  a 
packet  of  the  type  described  above  such  as  can  be  fash- 
ioned  from  particularly  thin  sheet  material  and  yet  re- 
main  unaffected  by  the  drawback  in  question.  The  stat- 
ed  object  is  realized  in  a  cigarette  packet  with  hinged  lid 
according  to  the  invention,  which  comprises  a  box-like 
container  with  a  predominating  longitudinal  axis  exhib- 
iting  a  front  panel  disposed  parallel  to  the  longitudinal 
axis  and  open  at  one  end,  a  lid  associated  hingedly  with 
the  container  and  capable  of  movement  in  relation 
thereto  away  from  and  toward  a  position  whereby  the 
open  end  is  enclosed,  also  a  frame  element  comprising 
a  first  portion,  located  internally  of  the  container  and  dis- 
posed  at  least  partially  in  contact  with  the  front  panel, 
and  a  second  portion  projecting  from  the  container  by 
way  of  the  open  end,  characterized  in  that  it  further  com- 
prises  transverse  stiffening  elements  associated  with 
the  front  panel,  of  which  the  function  is  to  prevent  the 
selfsame  front  panel  from  collapsing  transversely  in- 
ward  and/or  outward  during  normal  use. 

In  a  preferred  embodiment  of  the  packet  described 
above,  the  stiffening  elements  consist  in  ribs  disposed 
transversely  to  the  longitudinal  axis  of  the  container  and 
formed  advantageously  on  part  of  a  forwardmost  portion 
of  the  frame  element  located  internally  of  the  front  panel 
of  the  container.  The  invention  will  now  be  described  in 
detail,  by  way  of  example,  with  the  aid  of  the  accompa- 
nying  drawings,  in  which: 

fig  1  illustrates  a  preferred  emodiment  of  the  packet 
according  to  the  present  invention,  viewed  in  per- 
spective; 
fig  2  illustrates  a  detail  of  the  packet  of  fig  1  ,  devel- 

5  oped  and  viewed  in  plan. 

With  reference  to  the  drawings,  1  denotes  a  rigid 
packet  serving  to  accommodate  a  group  of  cigarettes 
(not  illustrated),  which  comprises  a  container  2  at  bot- 

10  torn  embodied  essentially  as  a  box  with  an  open  top  end 
3,  and  a  lid  4  uppermost,  also  of  box-like  appearance, 
hinged  to  the  container  2  and  rotatable  thus  between 
open  and  closed  positions  in  which  the  top  end  3  is  ex- 
posed  and  concealed,  respectively.  The  container  2  ex- 

's  hibits  a  front  panel  5  and  a  rear  panel  6,  mutually  op- 
posed  and  parallel,  two  lateral  or  flank  panels  7  dis- 
posed  mutually  parallel  and  perpendicular  to  the  front 
and  rear  panels  5  and  6,  and  a  bottom  end  panel  8  dis- 
posed  perpendicular  to  the  remaining  panels  5,  6  and  7. 

20  The  lid  4  has  a  front  panel  9  and  a  rear  panel  10, 
mutually  opposed  and  parallel,  two  flank  panels  11  dis- 
posed  mutually  parallel  and  perpendicular  to  the  front 
and  rear  panels  9  and  1  0,  and  an  end  panel  1  2  disposed 
perpendicular  to  the  other  four  panels  9,  1  0  and  1  1  .  In 

25  particular,  the  top  and  bottom  edges  presented  respec- 
tively  by  the  rear  panel  6  of  the  container  and  by  the  rear 
panel  10  of  the  lid  are  permanently  and  pliably  associ- 
ated  along  a  crease  line  affording  a  hinge  13  about 
which  the  lid  4  can  be  rotated  between  the  open  and 

30  closed  positions  mentioned  above. 
The  packet  1  also  incorporates  a  frame  element  14 

of  "U"  shape  projecting  in  part  from  the  open  end  3  of 
the  container  and  affording  a  central  section  15  which 
in  turn  is  composed  of  an  upper  portion  16  extending 

35  upward  from  behind  the  front  panel  5  of  the  container 
and  a  lower  portion  17  associated  rigidly  with  an  inside 
face  of  the  front  panel  5.  The  frame  element  14  further 
comprises  two  lateral  portions  18,  each  secured  to  the 
inside  face  of  the  corresponding  flank  panel  7  and  pro- 

40  jecting  beyond  the  open  end  3  into  the  lid  4. 
As  discernible  from  fig  2,  the  frame  element  14  af- 

fords  a  plurality  of  stiffening  ribs  1  9  extending  across  the 
lower  portion  17  of  the  aforementioned  central  section 
1  5,  transversely  to  a  predominating  longitudinal  axis  20 

45  of  the  container  2,  of  which  the  function  is  to  add  rigidity 
both  to  the  central  section  1  5  itself  and  to  the  front  panel 
5  of  the  container  2  associated  therewith.  The  ribs  19 
are  rectilinear  in  the  example  illustrated,  taking  the  form 
of  ridges  impressed  forcibly  from  the  sheet  material  in 

so  which  the  frame  14  is  fashioned.  Naturally,  the  ribs  19 
might  well  exhibit  a  shape  other  than  rectilinear  as  illus- 
trated,  for  example  sinusoidally  curvilinear,  and  could  be 
impressed  directly  into  the  front  panel  5  of  the  container 
2  rather  than  into  the  frame  element  1  4. 

55  In  a  further  embodiment,  not  illustrated  in  the  draw- 
ings,  the  ribs  19  might  be  dispensed  with  and  replaced 
by  a  stiffening  element  rigidly  associated  with  the  inside 
face  of  the  front  panel  5.  By  way  of  example,  an  added 
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stiffening  element  of  the  type  in  question  could  take  the 
form  of  a  tongue  or  flap  (not  illustrated)  extending  from 
the  top  end  of  the  front  panel  5,  bent  over  and  flattened 
against  the  front  inside  face  of  the  container  and  per- 
haps  also  exhibiting  ribs  similar  to  the  ribs  1  9  shown  in  s 
the  drawings. 

Claims 
10 

1.  A  cigarette  packet  (1)  with  a  hinged  lid,  of  the  type 
comprising:  a  box-like  container  (2)  with  a  predom- 
inating  longitudinal  axis  (20),  exhibiting  a  front  panel 
(5)  disposed  parallel  to  the  selfsame  longitudinal 
axis  (20)  and  open  at  one  end  (3);  a  lid  (4)  associ-  15 
ated  hingedly  with  the  container  (2)  and  capable  of 
movement  in  relation  thereto  away  from  and  toward 
a  position  whereby  the  open  end  (3)  is  enclosed; 
also  a  frame  element  (14)  comprising  a  first  portion 
(17),  located  internally  of  the  container  (2)  and  dis-  20 
posed  at  least  partially  in  contact  with  the  front  panel 
(5),  and  a  second  portion  (16)  projecting  from  the 
container  (2)  by  way  of  the  open  end  (3),  character- 
ized  in  that  it  further  comprises  transverse  stiffening 
elements  (1  9)  associated  with  the  front  panel  (5),  of  25 
which  the  function  is  to  prevent  the  panel  (5)  from 
collapsing  transversely  inward  and/or  outward  dur- 
ing  normal  use. 

2.  A  packet  as  in  claim  1,  wherein  the  stiffening  ele-  30 
ments  (19)  consist  in  ribs  (19). 

3.  A  packet  as  in  claim  2,  wherein  the  ribs  (1  9)  are  dis- 
posed  transversely  to  the  longitudinal  axis  (20)  of 
the  packet  (1).  35 

4.  A  packet  as  in  claim  2  or  3,  wherein  the  ribs  (1  9)  are 
rectilinear. 

5.  A  packet  as  in  claim  2  or  3  or  4,  wherein  the  ribs  40 
(19)  are  embodied  as  ridges  impressed  forcibly 
from  a  sheet  material  utilized  to  fash  ion  apart  of  the 
packet  (1). 

6.  A  packet  as  in  preceding  claims,  wherein  the  ribs  45 
(19)  are  afforded  by  a  central  section  (15)  of  the 
frame  element  (14)  occupying  substantially  the 
same  plane  as  the  front  panel  (5)  of  the  container 
(2). 

50 
7.  A  packet  as  in  claim  6,  wherein  the  ribs  (19)  are 

afforded  by  a  lower  portion  (17)  of  the  central  sec- 
tion  (15)  of  the  frame  element  (14),  located  inter- 
nally  of  the  container  (2)  and  disposed  in  contact 
with  an  inside  face  of  the  front  panel  (5).  55 
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