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(54)  Swimming  cap 

(57)  A  swimming  cap  of  substantially  pouch-like  form 
comprising  a  substantially  flat  front  wall  (1),  a  substan- 
tially  flat  rear  wall  (2),  and  a  generally  U-shaped  inter- 
mediate  wall  (3)  between  the  said  front  and  rear  walls, 
the  intermediate  wall  having  opposite  side  regions  (4) 
and  a  crown  region  (5),  the  said  front  and  rear  walls  con- 
verging  towards  one  another  in  the  direction  from  the 
crown  portion  towards  the  opening  (6)  of  the  cap, 
whereby  the  said  side  regions  of  the  intermediate  wall 
become  wider  in  the  direction  from  the  opening  towards 
the  crown. 
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Description 

This  invention  relates  to  swimming  caps.  A  swim- 
ming  cap  is  known  which  is  of  substantially  pouch-like 
form  comprising  a  substantially  flat  front  wall,  a  substan-  s 
tially  flat  rear  wall,  and  a  generally  U-shaped  intermedi- 
ate  wall  between  the  said  front  and  rear  walls,  the 
intermediate  wall  having  opposite  side  regions  and  a 
crown  region.  In  such  a  known  cap,  when  it  is  in  a  relaxed 
condition,  i.e.  not  being  worn  by  a  user,  the  said  front  and  n 
rear  walls  are  substantially  parallel,  i.e.  substantially  the 
same  distance  apart,  between  the  said  crown  portion 
and  the  opening  of  the  cap. 
Consequently  the  side  regions  of  the  intermediate  wall 
are  of  substantially  constant  width.  n 

Such  known  caps  have  certain  disadvantages.  One 
of  these  is  that  they  tend  not  to  fit  closely  to  a  user's  head, 
with  the  result  that  wrinkles  are  formed  in  the  cap  when 
it  is  being  worn,  which  cause  increased  resistance  to 
movement  through  the  water,  i.e.  reduced  speed,  and  2t 
are  also  unsightly.  Furthermore,  if  the  user  pulls  the  cap 
tightly  down  on  his  head  in  an  effort  to  reduce  this  prob- 
lem,  the  cap  becomes  uncomfortably  tight  and  tends  to 
slip  off. 

The  present  invention  is  characterised  in  that  the  21 
said  front  and  rear  walls  of  the  cap  converge  towards  one 
another  in  the  direction  from  the  crown  portion  towards 
the  opening  of  the  cap. 

We  have  found  that  such  a  cap,  in  use,  has  a  sub- 
stantially  reduced  tendency  to  form  wrinkles,  and  is  more  3< 
comfortable  to  wear,  compared  with  the  known  caps 
referred  to  above. 

Preferably  the  angle  between  the  said  front  and  rear 
walls  is  in  the  range  of  about  4°  to  about  10°. 

Preferably  the  cap  is  made  of  hydrophobic  silicone  3i 
rubber  or  soft  synthetic  resin  material. 

An  embodiment  of  the  invention  will  now  be 
described  by  way  of  example  and  with  reference  to  the 
accompanying  drawings,  in  which:- 

41 
Figure  1  is  a  perspective  view  of  a  swimming  cap 
according  to  the  invention,  in  its  relaxed  condition; 
and 
Figure  2  is  a  cross-section  on  the  line  1  1-  1  1  of  Figure  1  . 

The  swimming  cap  of  this  embodiment  is  made  as 
a  one-piece  moulding  from  hydrophobic  silicone  rubber 
or  soft  synthetic  resin  material.  It  is  of  substantially 
pouch-like  form  having  a  substantially  flat  front  wall  1  ,  a 
substantially  flat  rear  wall  2,  and  a  generally  U-shaped  st 
intermediate  wall  3  between  the  front  and  rear  walls,  all 
formed  as  a  one-piece  moulding  and  of  substantially  uni- 
form  thickness.  The  intermediate  wall  3  has  opposite 
side  regions  4  and  also  provides  a  crown  region  5  of  the 
cap.  The  opening  of  the  cap  is  indicated  at  6.  st 

As  will  be  clear  from  Figure  2,  the  front  and  rear  walls 
1  and  2  converge  towards  one  another  in  the  direction 
from  the  crown  5  towards  the  opening  6  of  the  cap,  the 
angle  A  between  them  being  approximately  10°.  This 

naturally  results  in  the  side  regions  4  of  the  intermediate 
wall  3  becoming  wider  in  the  direction  from  the  opening 
6  towards  the  crown  5. 

This  configuration  of  the  cap  has  the  benefit  that, 
when  in  use,  the  upper  part  of  the  cap  fits  closely  to  the 
user's  head,  without  any  substantial  amount  of  empty 
space  being  left  inside,  whereby  the  tendency  for  wrin- 
kles  to  be  formed  is  greatly  reduced,  the  cap  is  comfort- 
able  to  wear,  and  it  does  not  tend  to  slip  off. 

It  is  to  be  understood  that  the  references  herein  to 
the  "front",  "rear"  and  "sides"  of  the  swimming  cap  do  not 
necessarily  bear  any  relation  to  the  orientation  in  which 
it  is  to  be  worn  by  a  user,  but  are  used  only  for  conven- 
ience  of  description. 
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ience  of  description. 
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Claims 

1.  A  swimming  cap  of  substantially  pouch-like  form 
comprising  a  substantially  flat  front  wall  (1),  a  sub- 

20  stantiallyflat  rear  wall  (2),  and  a  generally  U-shaped 
intermediate  wall  (3)  between  the  said  front  and  rear 
walls,  the  intermediate  wall  having  opposite  side 
regions  (4)  and  a  crown  region  (5),  characterised  in 
that  the  said  front  and  rear  walls  converge  towards 

25  one  another  in  the  direction  from  the  crown  portion 
towards  the  opening  (6)  of  the  cap. 

2.  A  swimming  cap  as  claimed  in  claim  1  ,  wherein  the 
angle  (A)  between  the  said  front  and  rear  walls  (1  ,2) 

30  is  in  the  range  of  about  4°  to  about  1  0°. 

3.  A  swimming  cap  as  claimed  in  claim  2,  wherein  the 
said  angle  (A)  is  about  10°. 

35  4.  A  swimming  cap  as  claimed  in  any  of  claims  1  to  3, 
which  is  made  of  hydrophobic  silicone  rubber  or  soft 
synthetic  resin  material. 
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