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(54)  Reach  forklift 

(57)  A  reach  forklift  comprises:  a  forklift  body;  left 
and  right  straddle  arms;  a  pair  of  load  wheels  supported 
in  a  steerable  manner  in  the  vicinity  of  front  ends  of  the 
left  and  right  straddle  arms,  respectively;  driving  means 
for  steering  the  load  wheels,  the  load  wheels  and  the 
driving  means  being  housed  in  the  straddle  arms;  a  drive 
wheel  disposed  in  a  rear  portion  of  the  forklift  body;  and 
a  steering  wheel  for  steering  the  drive  wheel;  steering 
angle  detecting  means  for  detecting  steering  angles  of 
the  left  and  right  load  wheels  and  the  drive  wheel;  a  con- 

trol  device  (116)  for,  in  a  first  mode,  determining  a  steer- 
ing  angle  (6L,6R)  of  one  of  said  load  wheels  (1  05,  1  06)  by 
multiplying  a  steering  angle  (6D)  of  said  drive  wheel  (1  04) 
by  a  predetermined  steering  angle  gain  (GL,GR),  for  cal- 
culating  a  turning  centre  from  a  geometric  relationship 
between  said  drive  wheel  (1  04)  and  said  one  load  wheel, 
and  for  controlling  the  steering  so  that  an  extension  line 
(HR,HL)  of  the  rotation  axis  of  the  other  load  wheel 
passes  through  said  turning  centre. 
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