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(54) Identifying controller pairs in a dual controller disk array
(57)  Inadisk storage system (10) having dual con- mounted in a location that will always remain with the

trollers (20,25) and mirrored memory (30,35) therebe-
tween, a controller identification system provides a
unique system identifier (ID) data (number, password,
etc.) accessible by both controllers for determination of
which controller has a valid memory image and is the
master controller. This identifier (50) is physically

disk array and will always remain accessible by the con-
trollers. Typically, a read-only memory (ROM) stores the
identifier. During initialization, each controller reads this
system identifier and compares it to a respective con-
troller identifier previously stored in a non-volatile mem-
ory area of each controller. A master bit signal identifies
if a controller was previously the master.
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