
(19) 

Europaisches  Patentamt 

European  Patent  Office 

Office  europeen  des  brevets 

(12) 

een  des  brevets  ^   £  P  0  7 2 4   8 4 7   A 2  

EUROPEAN  PATENT  A P P L I C A T I O N  

(43)  Date  of  publication: 
07.08.1996  Bulletin  1996/32 

(21)  Application  number:  96300412.2 

(22)  Date  of  filing:  22.01.1996 

(51)  intci.6:  A41D  1/00,  A41D  2 7 / 0 8  

(84)  Designated  Contracting  States:  (72)  Inventor:  Mineta,  Hisashi 
DE  FR  GB  Shinjuku-ku,  Tokyo-To  (JP) 

(30)  Priority:  03.02.1995  JP  17226/95  (74)  Representative:  Spall,  Christopher  John 
BARKER,  BRETTELL  &  DUNCAN 

(71)  Applicant:  Mineta,  Hisashi  138  Hagley  Road 
Shinjuku-ku,  Tokyo-To  (JP)  Edgbaston  Birmingham  B16  9PW  (GB) 

(54)  Personal  adornment  such  as  garment  with  attached  rectangular  point 

(57)  The  present  invention  uses  the  principle  of 
spreading  of  the  human  gaze  to  increase  in  the  feeling 
of  presence  of  the  wearer  of  an  article  of  personal  adorn- 
ment  such  as  a  garment  (1  ),  by  attachment  of  a  horizon- 
tally  aligned  rectangular  point  (3a)  to  a  predetermined 
location  of  that  garment.  A  horizontally  aligned  rectan- 

gular  point  (mark)  is  affixed  to  a  portion  of  the  garment 
corresponding  to  the  Tanzhong  ("danchuu")  point  on  the 
front  of  the  wearer  of  the  garment,  or  the  Shenzhu 
("shinchuu")  point  on  the  back  thereof,  or  on  each  of  the 
two  sleeves  (2)  thereof  at  the  same  height  as  that  of  the 
Tanzhong  ("danchuu")  point. 
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Description 

BACKGROUND  OF  THE  INVENTION 

The  present  invention  relates  to  an  article  of  per- 
sonal  adornment  such  as  a  garment  to  which  is  attached 
at  a  predetermined  location  a  horizontally  aligned  rec- 
tangular  point  for  making  use  of  the  principle  of  spread- 
ing  of  the  human  gaze. 

In  the  prior  art,  a  garment  such  as  a  shirt  to  which 
is  attached  no  particular  points  at  predetermined  loca- 
tions  on  the  surface  thereof  is  worn  as  a  garment  1  hav- 
ing  two  sleeves  2,  as  shown  in  Fig.  1  B. 

However,  when  a  person  tries  to  wear  this  prior-art 
garment,  as  shown  in  Fig.  2B,  the  human  gaze  is  direct- 
ed  toward  the  chest  portion  of  the  wearer  and  the  feeling 
of  presence  of  the  wearer  is  reduced  overall. 

SUMMARY  OF  THE  INVENTION 

In  light  of  the  above  described  problem  with  the  prior 
art,  an  objective  of  the  present  invention  is  to  provide  an 
article  of  personal  adornment  such  as  a  garment  where- 
in  the  feeling  of  presence  of  the  wearer  of  the  garment 
is  increased  by  a  point  attached  at  a  predetermined  lo- 
cation  to  the  garment. 

The  invention  relates  to  an  article  of  personal  adorn- 
ment  such  as  a  garment  that  covers  the  chest,  wherein 
a  horizontally  aligned  rectangular  point  is  attached  to  a 
surface  on  the  front  of  this  garment  at  a  position  corre- 
sponding  substantially  to  the  wearer's  Tanzhong  ("dan- 
chuu")  point,  which  is  a  meridian  point  used  in  the  tra- 
ditional  medicine  of  the  East-Asia,  in  particular,  China, 
and  Japan. 

The  invention  also  relates  to  an  article  of  personal 
adornment  such  as  a  garment  that  covers  the  chest, 
wherein  a  horizontally  aligned  rectangular  point  is  at- 
tached  to  a  surface  on  the  back  of  this  garment  at  a  po- 
sition  corresponding  substantially  to  the  wearer's  Shen- 
zhu  ("shinchuu")  point. 

The  invention  further  relates  to  an  article  of  personal 
adornment  such  as  a  garment  that  covers  the  chest  and 
has  two  sleeves,  wherein  a  horizontally  aligned  rectan- 
gular  point  is  attached  to  a  surface  on  the  front  of  each 
sleeve  portion  of  this  garment  at  a  position  correspond- 
ing  substantially  to  the  height  of  the  wearer's  Tanzhong 
"danchuu"  point. 

The  present  invention  increases  the  feeling  of  pres- 
ence  of  the  wearer  by  using  the  principle  of  spreading 
of  the  gaze  to  ensure  that  the  gaze  of  human  beings  is 
dispersed  and  extended  over  the  face  and  the  entire 
body.  This  is  done  by  the  horizontally  aligned  rectangu- 
lar  point  attached  to  the  surface  of  the  garment  at  sub- 
stantially  the  location  of  the  Tanzhong  ("danchuu")  or 
Shenzhu  ("shinchuu")  point  of  the  wearer,  or  to  surfaces 
of  the  sleeve  portions  at  substantially  the  location  of 
height  of  the  Tanzhong  ("danchuu")  point. 

BRIEF  DESCRIPTION  OF  THE  DRAWINGS 

Fig.  1A  is  a  schematic  diagram  of  an  embodiment 
of  an  article  of  personal  adornment  in  accordance 

5  with  the  present  invention  wherein  a  horizontally 
aligned  rectangular  point  is  attached,  and  Fig.  1  B  is 
a  schematic  diagram  of  a  prior-art  article  of  personal 
adornment  wherein  no  point  is  attached; 
Fig.  2A  is  a  front  view  of  a  woman  wearing  the  article 

10  of  personal  adornment  having  a  horizontally  aligned 
rectangular  point  in  accordance  with  the  present  in- 
vention,  and  Fig.  2B  is  a  front  view  of  a  woman 
wearing  a  prior-art  article  of  personal  adornment 
having  no  horizontally  aligned  rectangular  point; 

is  Fig.  3  is  a  schematic  diagram  of  the  human  body, 
showing  the  location  of  the  Tanzhong  ("danchuu") 
point  which  is  a  meridian  (so-called  "tsubo")  point; 
and 
Fig.  4  is  a  schematic  diagram  of  the  human  body, 

20  showing  the  location  of  the  Shenzhu  ("shinchuu") 
point  which  is  a  meridian  point  (Here,  the  meridian 
points  discussed  herein  the  specification  and  illus- 
trated  in  the  drawings  are  the  international  notations 
established  by  the  World  Health  Organization 

25  (WHO),  and  the  notations  in  the  brackets  are  the 
transliteration  of  the  Japanese  phonetic  expres- 
sions  of  the  meridian  points  corresponding  thereto). 

DETAILED  DESCRIPTION  OF  THE  PREFERRED 

An  embodiment  of  an  article  of  personal  adornment 
in  accordance  with  the  present  invention  will  be  de- 
scribed  below  with  reference  to  the  accompanying 
drawings. 

The  position  of  one  of  the  meridian  points  on  the 
Conceptual  Vessel  meridian  of  the  human  body  is 
shown  in  Fig.  3.  This  point  is  between  the  Sternal  Jug- 
ular  Incision  Point  and  the  Inferior  Tip  Point  of  the  ster- 
num,  approximately  1/4  from  the  Inferior  Tip  Point,  and 
is  called  the  Tanzhong  ("danchuu")  point  (WHO  Stand- 
ard  No.  CV17).  This  position  is  the  position  at  which  a 
horizontally  aligned  rectangular  point  is  attached  to  an 
article  of  personal  adornment  in  accordance  with  the 
present  invention. 

In  this  embodiment  of  the  present  invention,  a  hor- 
izontally  aligned  rectangular  point  (mark)  3  is  attached 
by  suitable  means  to  a  position  corresponding  to  the 
Tanzhong  ("danchuu")  point  of  the  human  body  (roughly 
midway  between  the  papillas  (nipples))  on  the  surface 
of  a  front  portion  of  a  garment  1  having  two  sleeves  2, 
as  shown  in  Fig.  1A.  This  point  3  is  formed  to  be  of  a 
width  _b_  (approximately  20  to  50  mm)  and  a  height  _a_ 
(approximately  5  to  20  mm),  as  shown  in  the  enlarge- 
ment  of  Fig.  IA.  Since  this  width  _b_  and  height  _a_  will 
differ  according  to  factors  such  as  the  image  of  the  gar- 
ment  and  the  color  of  the  point  3,  they  should  be  deter- 
mined  by  utilizing  means  such  as  computer  graphics.  In 
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this  manner,  contrary  to  conventional  common  sense, 
the  presence  of  this  horizontally  aligned  rectangular 
point  3  at  the  position  corresponding  to  the  Tanzhong 
("danchuu")  point  ensures  that  the  gaze  of  human  be- 
ings  is  not  concentrated  on  this  point  3  but  extends  over 
the  face  and  the  entire  body.  Thus  a  woman  wearing  this 
garment  la  with  sleeves  2a  and  having  this  point  3a,  as 
shown  in  Fig.  2A,  will  be  made  to  appear  more  lively  and 
alert  than  the  woman  shown  in  Fig.  2B,  by  an  optical 
illusion  of  the  viewer,  and  her  feeling  of  presence  will  be 
enhanced  thereby.  Note  that  the  action  of  this  optical 
illusion  will  not  be  generated  with  a  point  3a  that  is  a 
vertical  rectangle,  or  rounded,  or  any  shape  other  than 
a  horizontal  rectangle.  In  preference,  the  gaze  is  con- 
centrated  only  on  the  chest  portion. 

The  point  3  or  3a  could  be  formed  of  black  dye  on 
the  under  surface  of  the  cloth,  such  that  it  appears  pale 
on  the  outer  surface  thereof.  Alternatively,  it  could  be  a 
button,  a  piece  of  ribbon,  a  brooch,  or  dyed  directly  into 
the  garment,  or  formed  of  embroidery,  a  pattern,  or 
stitching  of  thread. 

The  color  of  the  horizontally  aligned  rectangular 
point  3  or  3a  should  be  somewhat  darker  than  that  of 
the  cloth  of  the  garment,  out  of  consideration  of  the  con- 
trast  it  would  make  therewith.  In  addition,  a  framework 
of  a  darker  thread  could  be  inserted  at  the  predeter- 
mined  location  of  the  garment,  and  the  point  3  or  3a 
formed  therein. 

In  a  similar  manner  as  that  described  above,  a  point 
(mark)  3  or  3a  could  be  attached  to  the  surface  of  a  rear 
portion  of  the  garment  that  corresponds  substantially  to 
the  location  of  the  Shenzhu  ("shinchuu")  point  on  the 
back  of  the  human  body  (WHO  Standard  No.  GV1  2,  the 
point  is  positioned  between  the  spinous  processes  of 
the  3rd  and  4th  thoracic  vertebrae  on  the  1  st  dorsal  line), 
as  shown  in  Fig.  4,  since  this  would  tend  to  draw  the 
gaze  of  human  beings  to  the  front,  rear,  and  both  sides 
of  the  wearer.  The  point  3  or  3a  could  also  be  attached 
to  each  of  the  armpit  portions  of  the  sleeves  of  the  gar- 
ment,  at  the  height  of  the  Tanzhong  ("danchuu")  point. 
This  would  multiply  the  effect  of  the  point  at  the 
Tanzhong  ("danchuu")  point  and  greatly  increase  the 
feeling  of  presence  of  the  wearer. 

The  article  of  personal  adornment  in  accordance 
with  the  present  invention  could  also  be  applied  to  any 
garment  or  item  of  underwear  that  covers  the  chest  of 
the  wearer. 

Note  that  the  Tanzhong  ("danchuu")  point  has  long 
been  regarded  a  portion  that  bears  much  thought,  and 
is  considered  to  have  special  significance  in  human  ar- 
tificial  studies. 

The  present  invention  as  described  above  uses  the 
principle  of  spreading  of  the  gaze  to  ensure  that  the  gaze 
of  human  beings  is  dispersed  and  extended  over  the 
face  and  the  entire  body,  by  the  attachment  of  a  hori- 
zontally  aligned  rectangular  point  to  a  front  portion,  rear 
portion,  or  sleeve  portions  of  a  garment  corresponding 
to  the  Tanzhong  ("danchuu")  point  of  the  wearer,  to  in- 

crease  the  feeling  of  presence  of  the  wearer  and  thus 
achieve  a  markedly  beautiful  effect  in  an  extremely  sim- 
ple  manner. 

Claims 
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An  article  of  personal  adornment  such  as  a  garment 
(1)  that  covers  the  chest  wherein  a  horizontally 
aligned  rectangular  point  (3a)  is  attached  to  a  sur- 
face  on  the  front  of  said  article  of  personal  adorn- 
ment  at  a  position  corresponding  substantially  to 
the  Tanzhong  ("danchuu")  point,  which  is  positioned 
on  the  anterior  median  line  between  the  sternal  jug- 
ular  incision  point  and  the  inferior  tip  point  of  the 
body  of  the  sternum  and  a  quarter  from  the  inferior 
tip  point,  of  the  wearer. 

An  article  of  personal  adornment  such  as  a  garment 
(1)  that  covers  the  chest,  wherein  a  horizontally 
aligned  rectangular  point  (3a)  is  attached  to  a  sur- 
face  on  the  back  of  said  article  of  personal  adorn- 
ment  at  a  position  corresponding  substantially  to 
the  Shenzhu  ("shinchuu")  point,  which  is  positioned 
between  the  spinous  process  of  the  third  and  the 
fourth  thoracic  vertebrae  on  the  first  dorsal  line,  of 
the  wearer. 

An  article  of  personal  adornment  such  a  as  garment 
(1)  that  covers  the  chest  and  has  two  sleeves  (2), 
wherein  a  horizontally  aligned  rectangular  point 
(3a)  is  attached  to  a  surface  on  the  front  of  each 
sleeve  portion  (2)  of  said  article  of  personal  adorn- 
ment  at  a  position  corresponding  substantially  to 
the  height  of  the  Tanzhong  ("danchuu")  point  of  the 
wearer. 
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