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(57) A surgical operating table has two leg support
sections 2 and 3 made up of an articulated thigh sup-
port part 30 and a calf support part 31. A rotatable shaft
41 extends along the thigh support part 30. The shaft 41
has a gear 40 at one end engaging a bevel gear 36 fixed
to the table. At the other end, the shaft has a gear 42
engaging a gear 44 in the calf support part 31 so that
raising or lowering the thigh support part 31 causes the

Patient support tables

calf part to bend in the opposite sense. A pawl 54 is con-
nected to a button 58 and engages a ratchet wheel 50
on the shaft 41. The ratchet allows the shaft 41 to be
rotated in one direction, caused by raising the thigh sup-
port part 30, but prevents rotation in the opposite direc-
tion, and hence lowering of the thigh support part,
unless the button 58 is released.
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