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(54)  Fluorescent  lamp  with  end  of  life  arc  quenching  structure 

(57)  A  fluorescent  lamp  comprises  a  glass  tube,  an 
electrode  at  each  end  of  the  tube,  a  pair  of  lead  wires 
extending  through  each  sealed  end  of  the  tube  and 
joined  to  one  of  the  electrodes,  and  a  deposit  of  metal 
hydride-containing  paste  disposed  in  the  tube  and  hav- 

ing  a  decomposition  temperature  higher  than  tempera- 
tures  within  the  tube  during  normal  operation  of  the 
lamp. 
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