
(19) J  
Europaisches  Patentamt 

European  Patent  Office 

Office  europeen  des  brevets (11) E P   0  7 2 9   9 0 0   A 3  

(12) EUROPEAN  PATENT  A P P L I C A T I O N  

(88)  Date  of  publication  A3:  (51)  int.  CI.6:  B65D  7 7 / 2 0  
28.01.1998  Bulletin  1998/05 

(43)  Date  of  publication  A2: 
04.09.1996  Bulletin  1996/36 

(21)  Application  number:  96102512.9 

(22)  Date  of  filing  :  01  .03.1  996 

(84)  Designated  Contracting  States:  (72)  Inventors: 
AT  BE  CH  DE  DK  ES  Fl  FR  GB  GR  IE  IT  LI  LU  NL  •  Sornay,  Jean  Denis 
PTSE  75116  Paris  (FR) 

•  Gomes  da  Silva,  Philippe 
(30)  Priority:  01.03.1995  EP  95102885  91000  Evry  (FR) 

(71)  Applicant:  (74)  Representative: 
W.R.  Grace  &  Co.-Conn.  De  Carli,  Elda  et  al 
New  York  New  York  1  0036  (US)  GRACE  ITALIANA  S.p.A.,Packaging  Technical 

Center, 
Via  Trento  7 
20017  Passirana  di  Rho  (Ml)  (IT) 

CO 
<  
o  
o  
<7> 
<7> 
CM 

o  
Q_ 
LU 

(54)  Packaging  method 

(57)  The  invention  refers  to  an  improved  packaging 
method  comprising  the  following  steps  : 

(a)  providing  a  tray  with  heat-sealable  rims 
(b)  loading  said  tray  with  the  product  to  be  pack- 
aged 
(c)  applying  a  lid  on  top  of  said  tray,  the  contacting 
surfaces  of  the  tray  rims  and  of  the  lid  web  being  of 
materials  which  can  be  heat  bonded  to  each  other 
to  effect  sealing  of  the  packaging,  and 
(d)  heat-sealing  said  lid  to  the  tray  rims,  optionally 
with  a  modified  atmosphere  between  said  lid  and 
said  tray, 

wherein  the  improvement  consists  in  the  use,  as  the  tray 
lidding,  of  a  bi-axially  oriented  heat-shrinkable  film  that 
is  characterized  by  a  maximum  shrink  force,  at  the  tem- 
perature  that  is  attained  in  the  area  of  the  lid-sealing 
station,  not  higher  than  0.05  kg/cm  in  at  least  the  trans- 
versal  direction. 

The  improved  method  will  provide  a  better  appear- 
ance  to  the  package  and  allow  a  better  visual  inspection 
of  the  package  content  from  the  outside  because  thin- 
ner  material  (as  thin  as  1  0-1  5  n)  with  better  optical  prop- 
erties  can  be  used,  the  sealed  lid  will  be  kept  tight  on 
top  of  the  tray,  and  no  distortion  of  the  tray  will  occur. 
This  will  also  reduce  the  amount  of  plastics  waste  to  be 
disposed  of.  By  using  bi-axially  oriented  heat-shrinkable 
films  having,  at  the  temperature  that  is  attained  in  the 

area  of  the  lid-sealing  station,  a  free  shrink  of  at  least  1  0 
%,  and  preferably  of  at  least  15  %,  the  presence  of 
undesired  floppy  borders  will  also  be  avoided. 

The  invention  also  comprises  the  thus  obtained 
package. 
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