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(54)  Apparatus  and  method  for  vacuum  sealing  pouches  

(57)  The  invention  relates  to  an  apparatus  and 
method  for  sealing  object(s)  in  various  size  pouches 
(10).  The  apparatus  comprises  a  frame  (54)  having  a 
support  surface  (56),  a  seal  assembly  (58)  including 
upper  and  lower  sealing  jaws  (44),  a  clamp  assembly 
(60)  including  upper  and  lower  clamping  jaws  (50),  and 
a  snorkel  assembly  (62)  having  a  snorkel  guide  member 
(68)  telescopically  surrounding  a  probe  (70).  The  clamp 
assembly  secures  the  pouch,  and  the  probe  is  inserted 
into  the  pouch  to  evacuate  the  air  from  the  pouch.  Once 
the  air  is  evacuated,  the  seal  assembly  seals  the  pouch, 
and  the  clamp  assembly  then  releases  the  pouch. 
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