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(54)  Dispensing  closure 

(57)  A  dispensing  closure  1  has  a  cap  part  3  and  a 
spout  part  5.  The  spout  part  5  has  an  inlet  31  and  an 
outlet  29.  An  angled  passage  27  leads  from  the  inlet  to 
the  outlet.  The  spout  part  5  comprises  a  pivot  member 
33  having  a  surface  32  of  convex  curvature  at  which  the 
inlet  31  terminates.  First  and  second  pivots  43,  45  are 
located  at  respective  ends  47,  49  of  the  pivot  member 
33,  on  the  axis  of  curvature.  The  cap  part  3  has  an  inter- 
nal  surface  of  concave  curvature  complementary  with 
the  surface  32  of  convex  curvature  of  the  first  member. 
The  concave  surface  1  7  has  an  opening  1  9.  At  least  one 
leg  37  of  the  angled  passage  27  extends  through  the 
pivot  member  33  from  the  inlet  31  .  The  convex  surface 
32  of  the  pivot  member  33  is  rotatable  in  cooperation 
with  the  concave  surface  1  7  of  the  cap  part  3.  When  the 
spout  part  5  is  in  a  raised  open  position,  the  inlet  31  is 
aligned  with  the  opening  19  of  the  cap  part. 
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CLAIMS  INCURRING  FEES 

The  present  European  patent  application  comprised  at  the  time  of  filing  more  than  ten  claims. 

I  —  i  All  claims  fees  have  been  paid  within  the  prescribed  time  limit-  The  present  Euro 
'  '  *«r  -.11  ,-(-,,,*,.- 

All  claims  fees  have  been  paid  within  the  prescribed  time  limit-  The  present  European  search  report  has  been 
drawn  up  for  all  claims. 

□  

□  

Only  part  of  the  claims  fees  have  been  paid  within  the  prescribed  time  limit.  The  present  European  search 
report  has  been  drawn  up  tor  me  first  ten  claims  and  tor  those  claims  for  which  claims  fees  have  been  paid, 

namely  claims: 

No  claims  tees  have  been  paid  within  the  prescribed  time  limit.  The  present  European  search  report  has  been 
drawn  up  tor  the  first  ten  claims. 

/0\  LACK  OF  UNITY  OF  INVENTION 
The  Search  Division  considers  that  the  present  European  patent  application  does  not  comply  with  the  requirement  of  unity  of 
invention  and  relates  to  several  inventions  or  groups  of  inventions, 
namely: 

All  further  search  fees  have  been  paid  within  the  fixed  time  limit  The  present  European  search  report  has 
been  drawn  up  for  all  claims 

Only  part  of  the  further  search  fees  have  been  paid  within  the  fixed  time  limit.  The  present  European  searcn 
report  has  been  drawn  up  tar  those  parts  of  the  European  patent  application  which  relate  to  the  inventions  in 
respects  of  which  search  fees  have  been  paid, 

namely  claims: 

None  of  the  further  search  fees  has  been  patd  within  the  fixed  time  limit.  The  present  European  search  report 
has  been  drawn  up  for  those  parts  of  the  European  patent  application  which  relate  to  the  invention  first 
mentioned  in  the  claims. 

namely  claims 
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LACK  OF  UNITY  OF  INVENTION 

The  Search  Division  considers  that  the  present  European  patent  applcaaon  does  not  comply  with  the  requirement  ol  unity  ol 
invention  and  raiatas  to  savaral  inventions  or  groups  ot  inventions. 

I  )  It  is  considered  that  there  are  two  inventions  claimed  in  the  present 
application,  covered  by  the  following  groups  of  claims  : 

1.  Claims  1-9  :  A  dispensing  closure  comprising  a  cap  part  and  a  spout  part 
with  an  angled  passage,  whereby  the  spout  part  comprises  a  
pivot  member  having  a  surface  of  convex  curvature  and  the  cap 
part  comprises  an  internal  surface  of  concave  curvature 
complementary  with  the  surface  of  convex  curvature  of  the  pivot 
member,  the  convex  surface  of  the  pivot  member  being 
rotatable  in  cooperation  with  the  concave  surface  of  the  cap 
part. 

2.  Claim  10:  A  dispensing  closure  comprising  a  cap  part  and  a  spout  part 
mounted  pivotally  within  the  cap  part,  whereby  the  pivot  means  
comprise  mutually  cooperating  formations  defining  detent 
means.  

II)  a)  Analysis  of  the  formally  independent  claims  1  and  10  shows  that  they 
contain  only  the  following  common  technical  features  : 

a  dispensing  closure  comprising  a  cap  part  and  a  spout  part; 
the  spout  part  being  pivotally  mounted  within  the  cap  part  by  pivot 
means.  

These  features  are  considered  as  belonging  to  the  prior  art  as  illustrated 
by  the  documents  cited  by  applicant  in  the  present  application. 

b)  Any  of  the  remaining  technical  features  are  considered  as  special  technical 
features.  These  are: 

for  claim  1  :  the  angled  passage  in  the  spout  part  and  the 
cooperating  surfaces  of  the  cap  part  and  the  spout 
part  having  complementary  convex  and  concave 
curvatures; 

for  claim  10:  the  detent  means  provided  on  the  pivot  means. 
These  special  technical  features  are  neither  common  to  any  of  the  2 
independent  claims  nor  are  they  the  same  or  corresponding,  so  that  there 
is  no  technical  relationship  among  the  two  inventions. 

c)  Furthermore,  the  two  inventions  solve  two  different  problems  : 
claim  1  Enhancing  the  seal  between  the  spout  part  and  the 

cap  part  of  the  closure. 
./.. 
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jvck  of  unity  of  invent ion 

rhe  Starch  Division  considers  that  the  present  European  patent  application  does  not  comply  with  the  requirement  of  unity  ol 
mention  and  relates  <d  several  inventions  or  groups  ol  inventions, 
lamely: 

d)  For  all  these  reasons,  the  two  inventions  are  not  so  linked  as  to  form  a  
single  general  inventive  concept.  Therefore,  the  applicaiton  does  not  meet 
the  requirements  of  Article  82  EPC. 

II)  The  search  has  been  performed  for  the  first  invention  only. 
However,  if  a  further  search  fee  is  paid,  the  search  report  could  be  completed 
accordingly. 

:laim  10 Droviding  a  positive  indication  of  the  spout  part  being 
ariented  in  a  predetermined  position. 
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