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Description

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

[0001] The present invention relates to a packaging
arrangement for the containment of at least one hy-
drophilic contact lens in a sterile aqueous solution. More
specifically, the invention pertains to a packaging ar-
rangement wherein a plurality of disposable hydrophilic
contact lenses are contained in a specific number of in-
dividual packaging arrangements adapted to be collec-
tively housed in a box-like container or carton so as to
provide a specified or essentially measured supply of
contact lenses for use by a consumer over a predeter-
mined period of time.

[0002] In particular, the invention is directed to the as-
pect of providing an improved attachment between the
base members of blister packages housing the contact
lenses, and a flexible cover sheet utilized for sealing en-
gagement with the base members.

[0003] The packaging of hydrophilic contact lenses in
a sterile aqueous solution is well known in the contact
lens manufacturing technology. In particular, such pack-
aging arrangements generally consist of so-called blis-
ter packages which are employed for the storage and
dispensing of the hydrophilic contact lenses by a medi-
cal practitioner or to consumer who intends to wear the
contact lenses. Generally, such hydrophilic contact
lenses, which may be disposable after a single wear or
short-term use, are manufactured from suitable hy-
drophilic polymeric materials. These materials may be,
amongst others, copolymers of hydroxyethyl methacr-
ylate containing from about 20% to 90% or more of wa-
ter, depending upon the polymer composition. General-
ly, such contact lenses must be stored in a sterile aque-
ous solution, usually in isotonic saline solution in order
to prevent dehydration and to maintain the lenses in a
ready-to-wear condition.

2. Discussion of the Prior Art

[0004] Heretofore, contact lens manufacturers nor-
mally utilized stoppered glass bottles containing sterile
saline solutions in which the hydrophilic contact lenses
were immersed as storage and shipping containers for
individual contact lenses. Each bottle was sealed with
a suitable silicone stopper and provided with a metal clo-
sure as a safety seal in the configuration of an overcap.
When the contact lens was intended to be removed from
the bottle for use by a patient, the metal closure safety
seal was required to be initially torn off the bottle, there-
after the stopper withdrawn and the lens lifted out from
the bottle through the intermediary of a suitable plastic
tweezer or pouring the contents out. This entailed the
implementation of an extremely complicated procedure,
since the contact lens was difficult to grasp and remove
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from the saline solution contained in the bottle due to
the transparent nature of the contact lens which ren-
dered it practically invisible to the human eye.

[0005] More recently, containments in the form of blis-
ter packages have been developed for hydrophilic con-
tact lenses, and which enable the storage and shipping
of the hydrophilic contact lenses in a simple and inex-
pensive expedient manner, while concurrently facilitat-
ing the conveniently easy removal of the contact lens by
a practitioner or a patient.

[0006] Forinstance, a blister package which is adapt-
ed to provide a sterile sealed storage environment for a
disposable or single-use hydrophilic contact lens,
wherein the lens is immersed in a sterile aqueous solu-
tion; for example, such as in an isotonic saline solution,
is described in U.S. Patent No. 4,691,820 to Martinez.
[0007] Thus, in the above-mentioned Martinez U.S.
patent, the blister package for storing and dispensing a
hydrophilic contact lens includes an injection-molded or
thermoformed plastic base portion incorporating a mold-
ed cavity which is surrounded by an outstanding planar
flange about the rim of the cavity. A flexible cover sheet
is adhered to the surface of the flange so as to sealingly
enclose the cavity in a generally liquid-tight mode. With-
in the cavity of the base portion, a hydrophilic contact
lens is immersed in a sterile aqueous solution, such as
an isotonic saline solution. A portion of the side wall of
the cavity is inclined to form a ramp extending upwardly
towards the flange from the bottom of the cavity, and the
cover sheet is adapted to be stripped from the flange in
order to expose the cavity and inclined side wall thereof
whereupon the lens may be readily manually removed
by being slid upwardly and out of the cavity along the
inclined ramp surface of the cavity.

[0008] Other embodiments of blister packages have
the lens-containing cavity shaped to be of an essentially
semi-spherical configuration which is dimensioned so
as to be adapted to closely support the contact lens
therein immersed in an aqueous solution for ease of re-
moval and also to facilitate an inspection process, as
disclosed in copending European patent applications
Nos. EP 96 302232 and EP 96 302 231 (claiming priority
from USSNs 08/414513 and 08/414515 respectively)
(Attorney references P15440EP and P15441EP re-
spectively). Moreover, the foregoing construction prima-
rily considers the utilization of such blister packages for
the dispensing of individual contact lenses, with such
blister packages being ordinarily separate or single
packagings, which may then be housed in larger quan-
tities in a further container, such as a rigid cardboard or
paperboard carton of usual construction employed for
the retail sales of the lenses.

[0009] Itis an important aspect to be able to furnish a
user of such disposable hydrophilic contact lenses with
a specific supply of contact lenses, the latter of which
are normally worn for only a single day; in essence, for
ordinarily 8 to 18 hours within a 24-hour period and
thereafter discarded. Hereby, the packaging of a supply
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of contact lenses should enable the user to store and
provide indication for replenishing the supply of contact
lenses at regular intervals; for example, at periods of 5,
10, 15, 30 days or even longer. Consequently, provision
is made for packaging arrangements including specified
quantities of such hydrophilic contact lenses contained
in blister packages, such as being in suitable intercon-
nected arrays, wherein these packaging arrangements
are adapted to be boxed in a carton enabling a rapid
and precise determination as to the quantity of hy-
drophilic contact lenses contained therein, and with
such packaging arrangements being of a compact na-
ture which is completely protective of the hydrophilic
lenses.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0010] According tothe presentinvention there is pro-
vided a package arrangement as defined in claim 1.
[0011] In essence, the inventive concept pertains to
packaging arrangements in which a plurality of blister
packages each has a cavity for containing respectively
one hydrophilic contact lens in a sterile aqueous solu-
tion. A specified quantity of such blister packages has
the molded plastic base members thereof each contain-
ing a contact lens positioned in a contiguous array, and
is initially covered by a single flexible cover sheet con-
stituted of a laminated foil or other materials, such as
metallized PET, PC to enhance barrier properties, or a
layer of the laminate structure including silicon oxide on
a plastic laminate to provide barrier properties in order
to provide a sealed environment for each of the contact
lenses contained in the cavity formed in each base
member. The flexible cover sheet is in the form of strips
whereby adjoining base members are severable inter-
connected to enable the dispensing of individual blister
packages each containing one of the hydrophilic contact
lenses as may be required by a user. In particular, a plu-
rality of such arrays of packaging arrangements for con-
tact lenses, which arrays or individual blister packages
are adapted to be arranged in one or more containers.
[0012] Each of the blister package base members,
which may possess a substantially rectangular out-
standing planar flange encompassing a respective con-
tact lens receiving cavity formed therein, the latter of
which may be offset towards one end of the flange, and
may incorporate integral support structure formulating
rigidly supported and compact packaging arrangements
such that the cavities containing the hydrophilic contact
lenses of superimposed arrays are substantially protect-
ed against potentially damaging external influences,
such as shocks or impacts which may be imparted
thereto during handling thereof.

[0013] Each molded plastic base member of a blister
package may be constituted from a suitable injection
molded or thermoformed thermoplastic sheet material,
such as, for instance, polypropylene, PET, PC and other
thermoplastic materials; whereas the flexible cover
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sheet may be constituted of a laminate or other type of
barrier material, as mentioned hereinabove, suitably im-
printed and which is adapted to be heat-sealed to the
flange extending about the cavity of the package con-
taining the hydrophilic contact lens. The flexible cover
sheet may be of a material composition and imprinted
in a novel manner as is disclosed in EP-A-0 646 471.
[0014] Inmanyinstances, when arrays of blister pack-
ages are formed, in essence, with the base members
having the cavities therein containing the hydrophilic
contact lenses, the individual base members are posi-
tioned on a production line so as not to be in direct con-
tact with each other or only in a closely spaced relation-
ship, whereby the superposition thereon of the flexible
cover sheet is implemented through apparatus which
does not always accurately position the cover sheet
over the collective sequentially spaced blister package
base members. Consequently, although the surfaces of
the flexible cover sheets facing the individual base
members may provide adequate sealing adherence
about the periphery or confines of the cavities containing
the contact lenses, it may be necessary to provide en-
gagement with at least peripheral surface portions of the
flanges extending in spaced relationship about the cav-
ities to form essentially closed and peripherally sealed
blister packages without the need for the provision of
adhesive materials.

[0015] In order to achieve the foregoing sealing or
joining effect between the base members and the flexi-
ble cover sheet, each of the base members as described
hereinbelow has the peripheral edges of the flange sur-
face provided with a continuously extending groove or
recess extending proximate the periphery thereof, so as
to enable a pressure die having a configuration comple-
mentary to the shape of the groove to force the super-
imposed flexible cover sheet into sealing engagement
with the peripheral groove. Thereafter in use, the cover
sheet may be trimmed and severed to form individual
blister packages while permitting the material of the flex-
ible cover sheet which is engaged in the flange groove
to form a sealing adherence with the groove wall struc-
ture. A corner of the package may be reduced in size in
order to more easily enable grasping of the lid or cover
sheet so as to start the removal thereof from the pack-
age. This will enable the formation of the individual blis-
ter packages, each containing respectively one of the
hydrophilic contact lenses without the need of having to
precisely position the continuous flexible cover sheet
over the sequence of blister packages being produced.
[0016] Although the foregoing is described with re-
gard to blister packages each containing a hydrophilic
contact lens in a generally semi-spherical cavity, this in-
ventive conceptis equally applicable to blister packages
having the cavity in the shape of a generally rectangular
configuration with one upwardly sloping ramp surface
as shown in the above-mentioned U.S. Patent No.
4,691,820 to Martinez. Inthatinstance, itis also possible
to form a peripheral groove in the edge portion of the
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flange surface extending about the rectangular confines
of the base member so as to enable the pressure die to
force the material of the flexible cover sheet into en-
gagement with the peripheral groove, thereby forming
a sealing connection with the base member. The groove
additionally serves to prevent the foil or material of the
cover sheet from extending beyond the edges of the
blister package or base member which, conceivably,
could cause jams to occur in downstream processing
equipment during production. An embossing die which
tucks the cover sheet material into the peripheral groove
on the base member is chamfered at one corner so as
not to tuck the material into the groove as far at that lo-
cation. This serves as the point at which the user may
grasp the flexible cover sheet and detach and remove
it from the base member. A tip of embossing die is de-
signed to "iron out" wrinkles that form naturally during
the actual pressing of the foil. In other words, simply
tucking foil will cause wrinkling, but this die deforms
(draws) the material during insertion so that no wrinkles
appear.

[0017] Accordingly, itis an object of the presentinven-
tion to provide a novel construction for a striplike array
of blister packages each containing a cavity housing a
hydrophilic contact lens immersed in an aqueous solu-
tion, whereby a flexible cover sheet is adhered to pe-
riphery of a flange of the base portion of the blister pack-
age through interengaging surface structure of the com-
ponents.

[0018] A more specific object of the present invention
is to provide a striplike array of blister packages for the
containment of hydrophilic contact lenses, wherein a
planar flange structure of a base member of each pack-
age has a peripheral groove formed therein and extend-
ing along the edges thereof, into which groove there
may be sealingly engaged the material of a flexible cov-
er sheet to provide an attachment of the cover sheet to
the base member, while preventing the material from ex-
tending beyond the edges of the base member through
imparting a reduced size to a corner of the package to
mate with a particular section of the embossing die.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0019] Reference may now be had to the following de-
tailed description of an exemplary embodiment of the
invention, taken in conjunction with the accompanying
drawings; in which:

Figure 1 illustrates a top plan view of a base portion
of a blister package base member pursuant to the
invention;

Figure 2 illustrates a bottom view of the base mem-
ber;

Figure 3 illustrates a side view of the base member;
Figure 4 illustrates an end view of the base member;
Figure 5 illustrates a sectional view taken along line
5-5in Figure 1;
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Figure 6 illustrates, on an enlarged scale, a frag-
mentary view of the edge portion of the base mem-
ber shown in the encircled portion A of Figure 5;
Figure 7 illustrates a typical pressure die which is
adapted to force the material of a flexible cover
sheet into a peripheral groove formed in the base
member of the blister package;

Figure 8 illustrates an enlarged sectional fragmen-
tary view taken in the encircled portion B of Figure
7; and

Figure 9 illustrates, generally diagrammatically, the
blister package of Figure 1, shown with the cover
sheet adhered thereto.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

[0020] Referring now in specific detail to an embodi-
ment of a blister package construction, there is illustrat-
ed a base member 10, as shown in Figure 1, which has
a planar flange 12 of generally rectangular configuration
in plan view, and which possess rounded end corners
14, although if desired it is also possible to produce the
flange 12 with sharp end corners.

[0021] Offset towards one end of the flange 12 is a
cavity 16 which, in this instance, is of generally semicir-
cular configuration and which is adapted to receive
therein a hydrophilic contact lens which is immersed in
a sterile saline solution, as is well known in the technol-
ogy.

[0022] Molded into the planar flange 12 proximate the
cavity 16 is an indentation or depression 18, which may
be of a generally frusto-conical planar configuration,
which is coextensive and spaced from the perimeter of
the cavity 16, and wherein the depression 18 is formed
primarily for the purpose of reinforcing the planar flange
12 and to strengthen the latter against lateral deflection
tending to break the seal about the cavity 16 formed with
a cover sheet. Imparting pressure against the flexible
cover material in this region may also assist in detaching
the former from its engagement with the base member.
[0023] Formed along the periphery of the rectangular
flange 12 and slightly offset inwardly of the edge thereof
is a continuous peripheral groove 24 which imparts a
stiffening strengthening to the structure of the flange,
with an increased radius at one or two corners 14a to
allow the user to attain an easier grip on the lid or flexible
cover sheet. The peripheral groove 24 is adapted to be
covered, as is the remaining flange surface, by a flexible
cover sheet of the type as described hereinabove, and
whereby the surface of the flexible cover sheet extend-
ing about the cavity 16 containing the contact lens is
adhesively fastened thereto.

[0024] In order to provide a sealing or clamping en-
gagement between the surface of the flange 12 facing
flexible cover sheet and the latter, a suitable pressure
die 30 having a protrusion 32 coextensive with the pe-
rimeter of the groove in the flange 12 is forced down-
wardly into engagement with the surface of the flexible
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cover sheet so as to force the material thereof into the
groove extending along the perimeter of the flange of
the blister package base member. The width and depth
of the groove is dimensioned to cause a clamping en-
gagement to take place with the flexible cover sheet ma-
terial which is forced therein by the die 30, so as to es-
sentially provide a mechanical sealing engagement be-
tween the cover sheet and the flange 12 of the blister
package base member within the confines of the periph-
eral groove.

[0025] The material of the cover sheet forms an inter-
connecting strip with portions thereof located externally
of the perimeter of the blister package base member.
Such material may be severed or suitable weakening
lines formed therein in order to form a continuous array
or strip of a predetermined number of detachably inter-
connected blister packages.

[0026] With respect to the foregoing, although the in-
vention has been described with regard to a blister pack-
age having a generally semi-spherical cavity 16 for re-
ceiving a contact lens, it is also equally applicable to the
flange structure disclosed in U.S. Patent No. 4,691,820
to Martinez by simply molding a groove into the periph-
eral edge portion of the generally rectangular flange por-
tion of the base member. This will enable the material
of the flexible cover sheet to be pressed into the groove
by means of the pressure die, as described herein-
above, and which will provide for a sealing engagement
analogous to that in the previously described embodi-
ment.

[0027] From the foregoing it becomes readily appar-
ent that by means of the invention incorporating the pe-
ripheral groove in the flange portion of a base member
for ablister package, through a simple cooperating pres-
sure die structure, it is possible to cause the superim-
posed flexible cover sheet to come into clampingly seal-
ing engagement with the peripheral groove in the flange
portion to resultingly form a mechanical seal between
the flexible cover sheet and the periphery of the base
member of the blister package. This will enable the pro-
duction of blister packages in a continuous and sequen-
tial manner without the necessity for having to consider
minor deviations and tolerances in the positioning of the
flexible cover sheet over subsequent or sequentially
produced blister packages, inasmuch as the latter will
always be aligned in cooperation with the pressure die
superimposed thereover for the formation of the sealing
engagement with the groove in the base member.
[0028] It is intended that the invention be not limited
to the exact form and detail herein shown and described,
nor to anything less than the whole of the invention here-
in disclosed as hereinafter claimed.

Claims

1. Apackage arrangement for the sealed containment
of at least one hydrophilic contact lens in a sterile
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aqueous solution; comprising:

(a) a plurality of injection molded or thermofor-
med plastic base members (10) each of them
having a cavity (16) for containing a contact
lens immersed in said solution, each of said
base members (10) including a flange (12) ex-
tending outwardly about the periphery of said
cavity (16), said cavity (16) consisting of an in-
dentation extending from the plane of said
flange (12) of said each base member (10) and
a continuous groove (24) formed in the plane
of said flange (12) and extending closely in-
wardly of the peripheral edge of said flange
(12); and

(b) a flexible cover sheet superimposed over
said base members (10) and dimensioned to
be detachably sealed to a surface area of said
flange (12) extending about said cavity (16) and
including said cover sheet having the portions
thereof located in alignment with said peripher-
al groove (24) depressed into said groove (24)
so as to form a clamping engagement with said
flange (12) coextensive with said continuous
groove (24),

said flexible cover sheet being dimensioned to in-
terconnect said plurality of said base members (10)
in a striplike array for the containment of a specified
number of said contact lenses arranged one in each
cavity (16) of each of said base members (10), and
said flexible cover sheet commonly extending over
said plurality of base members (10) and being seal-
ingly connected to each said flange (12) of respec-
tively each said base member (10).

The packaging arrangement of claim 1, wherein
said flexible cover sheet has an expanse which is
dimensioned to be within the confines of the periph-
eral edges of said base members (10).

The packaging arrangement of claim 1 or claim 2,
wherein said packaging arrangement comprises in-
dividual blisters each containing a single contact
lens.

The packaging arrangement of claim 1, wherein
said flexible cover sheet is adapted to connect said
plurality of base members (10) in a coplanar array.

The packaging arrangement of any one of claims 1
to 4, wherein said flexible cover sheet has a sub-
stantially rectangular configuration.

The packaging arrangement of any one of claims 1
to 5, wherein said flange (12) is rectangular and the
cavity (16) in said molded plastic base member (10)
is offset towards one edge of said flange (12) within
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the peripheral confines of said continuous groove
(24).

The packaging arrangement of any one of claims 1
to 6 wherein said flange (12) has a generally planar
surface configuration facing said superimposed
cover sheet in contacting relationship.

The packaging arrangement of claim 7, wherein a
seal is formed between said cover sheet and the
planar surface of said flange (12) sealingly encom-
passing the peripheral edge of said cavity (16).

Patentanspriiche

Verpackung zur abgedichteten Aufbewahrung zu-
mindest einer hydrophilen Kontaktlinse in einer ste-
rilen walrigen Lésung umfassend:

a) einen spritzgepref3ten oder thermisch ge-
formten Kunststoff-Grundkorper (10) mit einer
Vertiefung (16) zur Aufnahme einer Kontaktlin-
se, welche in der Lésung eingetauchtist, wobei
jeder der Grundkdrper (10) einen Flansch (12)
aufweist, der sich vom AuRenumfang der Ver-
tiefung (16) nach aufRen erstreckt, die Vertie-
fung (16) aus einer Einpragung besteht, die
sich aus der Ebene des Flansches (12) eines
jeden der Grundkoérper (10) heraus erstreckt
und in der Ebene des Flansches (12) eine
durchgehende Rille (24) ausgebildet ist, die
sich unmittelbar innerhalb der AuRenkante des
Flansches (12) befindet und

b) eine flexible Deckelfolie auf die Grundkdrper
(10) aufgelegt und derart dimensioniert ist, daf
sie mit einem Oberflachenbereich des Flan-
sches (12), der sich rund um die Vertiefung (16)
erstreckt, dicht verbunden, jedoch abnehmbar
ist, wobei die Deckelfolie Bereiche aufweist, die
ausgerichtet zur Umfangs-Rille (24) in diese
eingepreft sind, um einen weitgehenden ge-
meinsamen Klemmeingriff mit dem Flansch
(12) zu erzielen; wobei die flexible Deckelfolie
weiterhin derart dimensioniert ist, da} sie eine
Vielzahl von Grundkérpem (10) zur Aufnahme
einer bestimmten Anzahl von Kontaktlinsen in
einer streifenartigen Anordnung miteinander
verbindet und sich diese Deckelfolie gemein-
sam Uber die Vielzahl der Grundkérper (10) er-
streckt sowie mit jedem Flansch des jeweiligen
Grundkdrpers (10) dicht verbunden ist.

Verpackung nach Anspruch 1, bei welcher die fle-
xible Deckelfolie eine derartige Ausdehnung hat,
daf} sie innerhalb der AuRenkanten der Grundkor-
per (10) liegt.
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3.

Verpackung nach Anspruch 1 oder 2, welche ein-
zelne Blister umfallt, deren jeder eine einzelne Kon-
taktlinse enthalt.

Verpackung nach Anspruch 1, bei welcher die fle-
xible Deckelfolie derart ausgebildet ist, dall sie mit
einer Vielzahlt von Grundkérpern (10) in einer ko-
planaren Anordnung verbunden werden kann.

Verpackung nach einem der Anspriche 1 bis 4, bei
welcher die flexible Deckelfolie allgemein eine
Rechteckform hat.

Verpackung nach einem der Anspriiche 1 bis 5, bei
welcher der Flansch (12) rechteckig und die Vertie-
fung (16) im geformten Kunststoff-Grundkérper (10)
innerhalb des von der durchgehenden Rille (24)
umschlossenen Bereiches zu einer Kante des Flan-
sches (12) hin versetzt ist.

Verpackung nach einem der Anspriiche 1 bis 6, bei
welcher der Flansch (12) eine allgemein ebene
Oberflache hat, an welcher die aufgelegte Deckel-
folie kontaktierend anliegt.

Verpackung nach Anspruch 7, bei welcher zwi-
schen der Deckelfolie und der ebenen Oberflache
des Flansches (12) eine Abdichtung ausgebildet ist,
welche die Umfangskante der Vertiefung (16) dicht
umschlieft.

Revendications

1.

Dispositif d'emballage pour le confinement étanche
d'au moins une lentille de contact hydrophile dans
une solution aqueuse stérile ; comprenant :

(a) une pluralité d'éléments de base en matiére
plastique moulés par injection ou thermofor-
més (10), chacun d'entre eux comportant une
cavité (16) pour contenir une lentille de contact
immergée dans ladite solution, chacun desdits
éléments de base (10) incluant une collerette
(12) s'étendant vers I'extérieur autour de la pé-
riphérie de ladite cavité (16), ladite cavité (16)
étant constituée d'une indentation s'étendant
depuis le plan de ladite collerette (12) desdits
chaque élément de base (10) et d'une rainure
continue (24) formée dans le plan de ladite col-
lerette (12) et s'étendant étroitement vers I'in-
térieur du bord périphérique de ladite collerette
(12) ; et

(b) une feuille de recouvrement flexible super-
posée sur lesdits éléments de base (10) et di-
mensionnée pour étre scellée de maniére dé-
tachable sur une aire de ladite collerette (12)
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s'étendant autour de ladite cavité (16) et in-
cluant ladite feuille de recouvrement ayant les
parties de celle-ci situées en alignement avec
ladite rainure périphérique (24) enfoncées
dans ladite rainure (24) de sorte a former une
prise par fixation avec ladite collerette (12)
coextensive avec ladite rainure continue (24),
ladite feuille de recouvrement flexible étant di-
mensionnée pour interconnecter ladite pluralité
desdits éléments de base (10) en une rangée
du type bande pour le confinement d'un nom-
bre spécifié desdites lentilles de contact une
étant disposée dans chaque cavité (16) de cha-
cun desdits éléments de base (10) et ladite
feuille de recouvrement flexible s'étendant de
maniére commune sur ladite pluralité d'élé-
ments de base (10) et étant reliée par enrobage
d'étanchéité avec chaque dite collerette (12) de
respectivement chaque dit élément de base
(10).

Dispositif d'emballage selon la revendication 1,
dans lequel ladite feuille de recouvrement flexible a
une expansion qui est dimensionnée pour se trou-
ver comprise dans les confins des bords périphéri-
ques desdits éléments de base (10).

Dispositif d'emballage selon la revendication 1 ou
2, dans lequel ledit dispositif d'emballage comprend
des emballages a bulles individuels contenant cha-
cun une lentille de contact unique.

Dispositif d'emballage selon la revendication 1,
dans lequel ladite feuille de recouvrement flexible
est congue pour relier ladite pluralité d'éléments de
base (10) en une rangée coplanaire.

Dispositif d'emballage selon I'une quelconque des
revendications 1 a 4, dans lequel ladite feuille de
recouvrement flexible a une configuration sensible-
ment rectangulaire.

Dispositif d'emballage selon I'une quelconque des
revendications 1 a 5, dans lequel ladite collerette
(12) estrectangulaire et la cavité (16) dans ledit élé-
ment de base en matiére plastique moulé (10) est
décalé vers un bord de ladite collerette (12) a I'in-
térieur des confins périphériques de ladite rainure
continue (24).

Dispositif d'emballage selon I'une quelconque des
revendications 1 a 6, dans lequel ladite collerette
(12) a une configuration de surface généralement
planaire opposée a ladite feuille de recouvrement
superposée en relation de contact.

Dispositif d'emballage selon la revendication 7,
dans lequel une étanchéité est formée entre ladite
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feuille de recouvrement et la surface planaire de la-
dite collerette (12) englobant en relation d'enrobage
étanche le bord périphérique de ladite cavité (16).
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