Europdisches Patentamt

European Patent Office

(19) g)

(12)

Office européen des brevets

(45) Date of publication and mention
of the grant of the patent:
08.01.2003 Bulletin 2003/02

(21) Application number: 96302058.1

(22) Date of filing: 26.03.1996

(11) EP 0 735 396 B1

EUROPEAN PATENT SPECIFICATION

(51) Intcl”: G02B 17/00, GO2B 17/08

(54) Two stage non-imaging concentrator
Zweistufiger nichtabbildender Kondensor

Condenseur non imageur a deux étages

(84) Designated Contracting States:
FR GB NL

(30) Priority: 27.03.1995 US 410953

(43) Date of publication of application:
02.10.1996 Bulletin 1996/40

(73) Proprietor: Agilent Technologies, Inc. (aDelaware
corporation)
Palo Alto, CA 94303 (US)

(72) Inventor: Lee, Gregory S.
Mountain View, CA 94043 (US)

(74) Representative: Jehan, Robert et al
Williams Powell
4 St Paul’s Churchyard
London EC4M 8AY (GB)

(56) References cited:
US-A- 4 325 612
US-A- 5 357 101

US-A- 4 657 353

* PATENT ABSTRACTS OF JAPAN vol. 013, no.
200 (P-869), 12 May 1989 & JP 01 021402 A
(MITSUHISA MATSUOKA), 24 January 1989,

EP 0 735 396 B1

Note: Within nine months from the publication of the mention of the grant of the European patent, any person may give
notice to the European Patent Office of opposition to the European patent granted. Notice of opposition shall be filed in
a written reasoned statement. It shall not be deemed to have been filed until the opposition fee has been paid. (Art.
99(1) European Patent Convention).

Printed by Jouve, 75001 PARIS (FR)



10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

EP 0 735 396 B1
Description

[0001] The invention generally relates to optical concentrators and more particularly relates to non-imaging optical
concentrators.

[0002] Optical concentrators are needed in applications such as mobile optical communications links. High concen-
tration is needed to maximize signal to noise ratio and thereby maximize data rate. Concentration of a wide field of
view is also needed to maintain optical communication with the concentrator without being burdened by maintenance
of a precise orientation of the concentrator.

[0003] Various optical concentrators are known in the art. Modernly, optical concentrators are categorized as either
imaging concentrators or non-imaging concentrators. Examples of imaging concentrators are classical spherical lenses
(thin or thick) and reflective parabolic dishes. While imaging concentrators have been highly perfected over centuries
for forming images, they are far from optimal in achieving high concentration of light for a wide field of view.

[0004] Although a non-imaging concentrator does not form images, it can be designed to be very nearly optimal in
concentrating light. An optical entrance aperture of the concentrator provides a light acceptance region for gathering
light. The gathered light is concentrated onto a target region provided by an optical exit aperture of the concentrator.
An example of a single stage non-imaging concentrator is a Compound Parabolic Concentrator (CPC) as described
by Welford and Winston in "The Optics of Nonimaging Concentrators", Academic Press, 1978, CPC type single stage
non-imaging concentrators having various height dimensions and corresponding light ray acceptance angles, 6, ranging
from ten degrees to twenty five degrees are shown in cross sectional view in FIG. 1. Non-imaging concentrators having
wide acceptance angles advantageously provide a wide field of view.

[0005] Aspect ratio of a concentrator is defined as a ratio of the height dimension of the concentrator to the diameter
of the optical exit aperture of the concentrator. Since the measure of the diameter of the optical exit aperture is the
same as the measure of the diameter of the target region, the aspect ratio of the concentrator is alternatively defined
as a ratio of the height dimension of the concentrator to the diameter of the target region provided by the optical exit
aperture. Concentrators having low aspect ratio advantageously provide for compact and efficient packaging of mobile
optical communication link components. Fortunately, low profile concentrators having desirable low aspect ratios also
have preferred wide acceptance angles to provide wide field of view, as illustrated in FIG. 1. Unfortunately, low profile
concentrators provide less concentration of light than that which is provided by high profile concentrators.

[0006] Concentration ratio is defined herein as a ratio of the area of optical entrance aperture of the concentrator to
the area of the optical exit aperture of the concentrator. Since the measure of the area of the optical entrance aperture
is the same as the measure of the area of the light acceptance region, and since the measure of the area of the optical
exit aperture is the same as the measure of the area of the target region, concentration ratio is alternatively defined
herein as a ratio of the area of the light acceptance region of the concentrator to the area of the target region of the
concentrator. As mentioned previously herein, high concentration is desired in mobile optical communication link ap-
plications. Unfortunately, previously known non-imaging concentrators having low aspect ratios and wide acceptance
also have low concentration ratios, as revealed by inspecting the concentrators shown in FIG. 1. While all of the CPC
type non-imaging concentrators shown in FIG. 1 have equal exit apertures, those with low aspect ratios also have
relatively small entrance apertures, and therefore have relatively small concentration ratios. Accordingly, there are
some design trade-offs between aspect ratio, field of view, and concentration ratio.

[0007] Some two-stage non-imaging concentrator designs having a non-imaging reflecting stage and a non-imaging
refracting stage provide higher concentration ratios than the single stage non-imaging concentrators shown in FIG. 1.
For example, at pages 77 to 79 of their text, Welford and Winston teach such a two stage non-imaging concentrator.
FIG. 2 shows a cross sectional view of a similar two stage non-imaging concentrator, which has an acceptance angle,
6, an entrance aperture for providing a light acceptance region, A, a exit aperture for providing a target region, T, and
a transparent dielectric material having a refractive index, n, in the refracting stage. Light incident to the reflecting stage
at an angle, 6', is refracted at an another angle, 8", as shown in FIG. 2 before being concentrated at the exit aperture.
The two stage non-imaging concentrator shown in FIG. 2 increases concentration ratio by a factor related to the re-
fractive index, n, in contrast with a comparable single stage non-imaging concentrator as in FIG. 1 having a similar
acceptance angle and exit aperture.

[0008] While high refractive index materials advantageously provide for high concentration ratios, there exist only
limited choices of practical and affordable materials that also have relatively high refractive indices. Many plastics and
ordinary glasses have refractive indices within a range from 1.5 to 1.6. Titanium dioxide (TiO,) having a refractive index
of 2.2 suggests a strong upper bound on the refractive index of practical dielectric materials, with materials having
refractive index of 1.6 being more likely choices. Therefore, there are practical limitations on concentration ratio in-
creases that can be achieved with previously known two stage non-imaging concentrator designs.

[0009] By following teachings of the prior art to make the refracting dielectric stage of the two stage non-imaging
concentrator as short as possible, while maintaining the highest possible concentration ratio for a given exit aperture,
the two stage non-imaging concentrator design shown in FIG. 2 has an aspect ratio that is always higher than that of
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a single stage non-imaging concentrator of FIG. 1 having a similar acceptance angle and exit aperture. For example,
a two stage non-imaging concentrator as in FIG. 2 employing a 1.6 refractive index material, having an acceptance
angle, plus or minus 0, of plus or minus thirty degrees, and a concentration ratio of approximately 10.4 is burdened by
an aspect ratio of 19.16, which is larger than the aspect ratio of a single stage non-imaging concentrator of FIG. 1
having a similar acceptance ratio and exit aperture. Dividing the concentration ratio of the two stage concentrator of
FIG. 2 by the aspect ratio of the two stage concentrator of FIG. 2 yields a figure of merit of approximately 0.53.
[0010] US-4,657,353 (Clegg) discloses a single conical lens with a planer section (face) which transmits an annular
incipient beam, a concave conical reflective section which reflects the beam, and a concave conical section which
refracts the beam, forming a concentrated circular whole beam which is emitted parallel to the optic axis.

[0011] From the foregoing, it should be understood that while previously known non-imaging concentrators provide
some advantages, they also have some limitations.

[0012] The present invention seeks to provide an improved concentrator.

[0013] According to an aspect of the present invention there is provided a two stage non-imaging concentrator as
specified in claim 1.

[0014] The preferred embodiment can provide a two stage non-imaging concentrator with high concentration and
with a low aspect ratio and a wide field of view.

[0015] In applications such as mobile optical communications links, high concentration is needed to maximize signal
to noise ratio and thereby maximize data rate. A wide acceptance angle provides a wide field of view, which is needed
to maintain optical communication with the concentrator without being burdened by maintaining precise orientation of
the concentrator.

[0016] The preferred embodiment of two stage non-imaging concentrator includes a non-imaging refractive member
and a non-imaging reflective funnel member. The refractive member has a truncated portion that is substantially flat
and provides for the exit aperture of the two stage concentrator. The reflective funnel has a broad extremity and an
opposing narrow extremity. The non-imaging refractive member is disposed substantially within the funnel, proximate
to the narrow extremity of the funnel, so as to provide a low aspect ratio. The low aspect ratio of the concentrator
advantageously provides for compact and efficient packaging of the concentrator in conjunction with mobile optical
communication link components.

[0017] The inventive non-imaging refractive member includes a non-imaging toric lens. The preferred shape of the
surface of the toric lens Is a toroidal surface that is substantially as described or "generated" in geometric terms by
rotation of a truncated ellipse about an axis of symmetry of the lens. The truncated ellipse is tilted with respect to an
axis of symmetry of the toric lens by an angle substantially equal to the acceptance angle of the concentrator.

[0018] A focus of the ellipse is preferably disposed at the flat truncated portion of the lens and is shifted away from
the axis of symmetry by an amount substantially equal to a half the diameter of the exit aperture of the two stage
concentrator. Mathematical simulations of the preferred embodiment of the toric lens within the funnel show that the
shape substantially generated by rotating the tilted, truncated ellipse provides better light concentration than other lens
configurations disposed within the funnel.

[0019] An embodiment of the present invention is described below, by way of example only, with reference to the
accompanying drawings, in which:

[0020] Fig.|shows a cross sectional view of previously known single stage non-imaging concentrators having various
height dimensions and corresponding light ray acceptance angles.

[0021] Fig.2 shows a cross sectional view of a previously known two stage non-imaging concentrator.

[0022] Fig.3 shows a preferred embodiment of a two stage non-imaging concentrator of the invention.

[0023] Fig.4 shows a cross sectional view of the concentrator of Fig.3.

[0024] Figs 5A,5B and 6 are partial schematic diagrams illustrating optical principles in operation of the preferred
concentrator.

[0025] Figs. 7,7A, and 7B are various views of the preferred embodiments of the concentrator of Fig.3.

[0026] FIG. 3 shows a preferred embodiment of a two stage non-imaging concentrator 300. As shown, the concen-
trator is radially symmetric about an ax;g of symmetry. The two stage concentrator 300 includes a non-imaging refractive
member 301 of a suitably shaped transparent refractive material, preferably molded acrylic plastic or epoxy, and a non-
imaging reflective funnel member 303, preferably molded aluminum or aluminum-coated plastic.

[0027] The non-imaging refractive and reflective members comprising the two stage non-imaging concentrator 300
do not form images, but are designed to provide high concentration of light. Accordingly, the non-imaging members
are defined herein as optical members that concentrate incident light by reflection or refraction, and that are incapable
of forming images from the incident light. In contrast, imaging concentrators, such as classical spherical lenses (thin
or thick) and reflective parabolic dishes form images, and are far from optimal in achieving high concentration of light
for a wide field of view. Accordingly, it should be understood that the refractive material of the non-imaging refractive
member is shaped to be substantially different from any classical spherical or parabolic lens, or any modified spherical
or parabolic lens derived therefrom, which are previously known in the art. The non-imaging refractive member pref-
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erably includes a non-imaging toric lens comprising a refractive material having a toroidal surface.

[0028] As shown in FIG 3 the reflective funnel has a broad extremity 304 and an opposing narrow extremity 306. As
shown, the toric lens of the preferred embodiment is disposed substantially within the funnel, proximate to the narrow
extremity of the funnel, so as to provide a reduced aspect ratio of the two stage concentrator. In particular, in the
preferred embodiment shown, a bulk of the lens is disposed within the funnel.

[0029] The two stage concentrator 300 is preferably operated in a spatial concentration mode wherein light is first
received by the broad extremity 304 of the reflective funnel. The light then undergoes two concentration stages, and
is transmitted through the narrow extremity 306 of the reflective funnel. Due to a tapered shape of a reflective inner
surface of the funnel, the light undergoes a first stage of concentration within the reflective funnel before reaching the
toric lens. As the light encounters the surface of the toric lens and is transmitted therethrough, the light undergoes a
second stage of concentration. The two stage concentrator 300 is alternatively operated in an angular concentration
mode wherein light is first received over a broad range of incident angles at the narrow extremity 306 of the reflective
funnel, the light then undergoes two angular concentration stages, and is transmitted through the broad extremity 304
of the reflective funnel over a narrow range of angles.

[0030] FIG. 4 shows a cross sectional view of the preferred embodiment of the concentrator 300 shown in FIG. 3.
The two stage concentrator has an optical entrance aperture to provide a light acceptance region, A', of the concentrator.
The broad extremity 304 of the reflective funnel is integrally coupled with the entrance aperture of the two stage con-
centrator.

[0031] Field of view of the concentrator is defined by the acceptance angle, 6, of the concentrator. The two stage
non-imaging concentration has a wide field of view, which is advantageous for maintaining optical communication with
the concentrator without being burdened by maintenance of a precise orientation of the concentrator. For example, in
the preferred embodiment shown in the FIGS. 3 and 4, and elsewhere in some of the subsequent figures, the field of
view of the lens is within an angular extent of plus or minus the angle, 6, and more particularly within plus or minus
thirty degrees.

[0032] The concentrator further has an optical exit aperture to provide a light target region T' of the concentrator. As
shown in cross section in FIG. 4, the toric lens 301 has a flat truncated portion 308 that is integrally coupled with the
exit aperture of the two stage concentrator. In the preferred embodiment, the optical exit aperture and the corresponding
targetregion T' are each substantially circular, having diameter, d. In the preferred embodiment, the optical exit aperture
and the corresponding circular target region each have an area that is substantially smaller than the area of the flat
circular truncated portion of the lens, and substantially smaller than the area of the narrow extremity of the funnel. To
provide efficient concentration and reduced aspect ratio, in the preferred embodiment, the optical exit aperture and
the corresponding target region each have an area that is within a range of approximately a hundredth and approxi-
mately two thirds of the area of the flat truncated portion of the lens, and preferably is approximately one fourth the
area of the flat truncated portion of the lens. The optical entrance aperture of the concentrator provides the light ac-
ceptance region for gathering light. The gathered light is concentrated onto the target region provided by the optical
exit aperture.

[0033] Aspect ratio of a concentrator is defined as a ratio of the height dimension of the concentrator to the diameter
of the optical exit aperture of the concentrator. Since the measure of the diameter of the optical exit aperture is the
same as the measure of the diameter of the target region, the aspect ratio of the concentrator is alternatively defined
as a ratio of the height dimension of the concentrator to the diameter of the target region provided by the optical exit
aperture. The two stage non-imaging concentrator 300 has a low aspect ratio to advantageously provide for compact
and efficient packaging of mobile optical communication link components. For example, in the preferred embodiment,
the two stage concentrator 300 has an aspect ratio of approximately 1.78. In FIG. 4 a horizontal axis is shown in addition
to the axis of symmetry, and normalized demarcations are shown on the axes to illustrate the low aspect ratio of the
concentrator.

[0034] Concentration ratio is defined herein as a ratio of the area of optical entrance aperture of the concentrator to
the area of the optical exit aperture of the concentrator. Since the measure of the area of the optical entrance aperture
is the same as the measure of the area of the light acceptance region, and since the measure of the area of the optical
exit aperture is the same as the measure of the area of the target region, concentration ratio is alternatively defined
herein as a ratio of the area of the light acceptance region of the concentrator to the area of the target region of the
concentrator. The two stage non-imaging concentrator 300 provides high concentration ratio, which is desired in mobile
optical communication link applications. For example, in the preferred embodiment, the two stage non-imaging
concentrator. 300 has a concentration ratio of approximately 8.25. In FIG.4 normalized demarcations are shown on
the horizontal axes to illustrate the high concentration ratio of the concentrator.

[0035] As discussed, the preferred embodiment has a desirable high concentration ratio of approximately 8.25 and
a desirable low aspect ratio of approximately 1.78. Dividing the concentration ratio of the preferred embodiment by the
aspect ratio of the preferred embodiment yields a preferred high figure of merit of approximately 4.63. The concentration
compares very favorably with the previously known two stage non-imaging concentrator shown in FIG. 2 employing a
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comparable refractive index material, field of view, and concentration ratio, but having a less desirable high aspect
ration of 19.16, and a less desirable low figure of merit of only approximately 0.53.

[0036] The preferred shape of the surface of the toric lens 301 is substantially as described or "generated" in geo-
metric terms by rotation of a truncated ellipse about an axis of symmetry. The truncated ellipse is tilted with respect to
the axis of symmetry by an angle substantially equal to the acceptance angle of the concentrator. Focus points of the
rotated ellipse, for example right and left focus points, R, L, shown in the cross sectional view of FIG. 4, are preferably
disposed at the flat truncated portion of the lens. As shown, the focus points are each shifted away from the axis of
symmetry of the toric lens by an amount substantially equal to half of the diameter, d/2, of the optical exit aperture of
the two stage concentrator. Mathematical simulations of the preferred embodiment of the toric lens within the funnel
show that the shape substantially generated by rotating the tilted, truncated ellipse provides better light concentration
than other lens configurations disposed within the funnel.

[0037] FIGS. 5A, 5B, 6 and 7 are partial schematic diagrams illustrating optical principles in operation of the con-
centrator. The concentrator advantageously employs optical principles such as Snell's law and Fermat's principle of
least time. For purposes of illustration a truncated elliptical lens is shown in two dimensions in FIG.5A. For illustrative
purposes only, a dashed line is drawn around a flat truncated region of the elliptical lens as an aide to visualizing the
elliptical shape of the lens of FIG.5A.

[0038] The truncated elliptical lens is tilted by an angle, 6. To illustrate optical principles of the concentrator a hypo-
thetical construct of a luminous rod tilted from horizontal by an angle,6, is drawn in the figures, and parallel light rays
are drawn as emitted perpendicular from ther luminous rod. According to the teachings herein, the truncted and tilted
elliptical lens focusses parallel incident light rays to a point within or on the flat truncated region of the lens. As shown
in FIG.5A, rays coming from the right at a maximal angle, 6, are directed to a focus, L, of the elliptical lens. As shown,
the focus of the elliptical lens is a distance, d/2, from the vertical axis. As discussed subsequently herein, the vertical
axis is a rotational axis of symmetry for generating the toroidal surface of the lens. FIG. 5 further shows the minor semi-
axis of the ellipse, ry.

[0039] Rotating the tilted truncated elliptical lens about the selected vertical axis sweeps out the toric lens surface
as shown in cross sectional view in FIG. 6. For illustrative purposes only, dashed lines are drawn around a flat truncated
region of the toric lens shown in FIG. 6 as an aide to visualizing the description of rotating the truncated elliptical shape
of FIG. 5. As shown in cross section in FIG. 6, the furthest left and furthest right shapes suggest mirrored images of
the rotated elliptical lens. As further shown in cross section in FIG. 6, the corresponding furthest left and furthest right
optical foci designated L and R are located at -d/2 and +d/2 on the horizontal axis, which lies along the flat truncated
region of the toric lens. The target region diameter d is the distance between the optical foci. Accordingly all rays of
angular extent between plus and minus the angle, 6, that are incident to the curved side of the lens are directed by the
lens to fall between a distance, -d/2, and another opposing distance, +d/2, from the selected vertical axis, so that
centrally positioning the target region of this diameter at the truncated flat surface of the lens will intercept the light
rays. FIG. 5B again shows the minor semi-axis of the ellipse, ry

[0040] It should be particularly noted that the diameter, d, depends on the radius of the minor axis of the ellipse, the
tilt angle of the ellipse, and the choice of selected vertical axis of rotation. In the preferred embodiment of the toric lens,
the refractive index of the material is specified, the diameter, d, is specified as a normalization length, and the radius
of the minor axis is selected to be slightly less than a value of the diameter times the cosine of the angle, 6, thereby
customizing the radius to maximize concentration ratio and minimize height of the concentrator for a desired field of
view. In general, there is a slight cusp indentation at the center of the lens's top surface, since the surface of the toric
lens is substantially described or "generated" in geometric terms by rotation of a truncated ellipse about the vertical
axis of symmetry of the concentrator. However this indentation does not substantially affect performance of the con-
centrator and is smoothed over in some embodiments.

[0041] FIG. 6 shows cross sectional view of the toric lens substantially disposed within the reflective funnel. Parallel
rays are shown emitted from the hypothetical luminous rod and incident on the concentrator from the right at a maximal
angle, 6. Such rays that strike the lens directly, without being redirected by the reflector, such as a first light ray, A ,in
the diagram, are directed by the lens to the left focus L. Another light ray, B, coming from the right, first encounters the
reflective inner surface of the funnel, is redirected by the reflection to the lens, which then directs the light ray to the
right focus, R.

[0042] Snell's Law and the Fermat principle of least time are preferably applied to define a shape of the reflective
inner surface of the funnel. As shown in FIG. 6, the reflective inner surface of the funnel is proximate to the toric lens
at a point, |, near a rim of the flat truncated region of the toric lens, so as to promote effective concentration of the light
entering the broad extremity of the funnel by advantageously employing reflection and refraction. Yet another light ray,
C, has potential of either being directly refracted to the focus, L, by the lens, or being first reflected by the inner surface
of the funnel and then being directed by the lens to the other focus, R. As shown, this ray, C, is incident to the reflective
inner surface of the funnel at what is designated as a high blind point, HBP, of the concentrator. Slope of the reflective
inner surface of the funnel is preferably constant from the proximate point, I, to the high blind point, HBP.
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[0043] Within a region extending from the high blind point, HBP, to the broad extremity of the funnel, paths of light
rays incident to the region of the funnel, can be traced backwards from the focus and out of the lens by application of
Snell's law and Fermat's principle of least time. A rigorous mathematical discussion follows, further explaining operation
of the concentrator, the shape of the reflective inner surface of the funnel, and the shape of the toroidal surface of the
lens.
[0044] A mathematical parameter, t, is used in the following discussion. In FIG. 6, a locus of points of the luminous
rod is described by a first pair of co-ordinates expressed in parameterized form, (X;(t), Y4(t)). A locus of points of the
reflective inner surface of the funnel is described by a second pair of co-ordinates expressed in parameterized form,
(Xs5(t), Yo(1)). A locus of points of the toroidal surface of the lens is described by a third pair of co-ordinates expressed
in parameterized form, (X5(t), Y;(1)).
[0045] The perpendicular relationship between the extremal ray and the luminous rod is expressed as:

X,(1) -x4(t) =tanB(y,(t)-y(1))
where

X4(t) = t cos®

y4(t) =y, - t cos6

[0046] The surface of the lens is described by the following equation:

((n3-3in®@) x5 (t) + (d(n?-sin®0)-2/n?~1 r,sin®)x,(t) + (n*-cos?@)yl(£))-

({d sinOcoso+ 2]::5-1 I, cos0) y,(t) -2sinbcos® x,(t)y,(t))=

(nz-“::_mz-,inze)%’_ + yn*-1 £, d 3ind

[0047] Fermat's principle of least time provides:

)2

(0 (B-x4 ()2 +(ya(B)-y4 (1)
(0 (B-xa(1) 2+ (y5(B)-ya ()

)+
)+

)2
d2, 2 _
(n |(x5(t)-5)"+ y3(8) = C

where C is a constant.
[0048] Defining the function 6,,(x,y) as follows:
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2(n?*-cos?0)y - (dsinBcos0+2y/n?-1 r,cos@) - 2sin6cosbx
2(n%-3in?@)x + (d{n?-s3in?®) -2/n*-1 r,sind) - 2sindcosby

8,(x, y) =tan™

[0049] Snell's law is written in terms of the function 8,,(x,y), substituting suitable values for parameterized variables
X5(t) and Y;(t), as:

sin (tan”" ((y5(1)- o (D)/(Xa(1)-x,(1) - 8,(X5(8).y5(1) ) =

 sin tan™ (v ()/(x(t) - ) - 0, (x(t).y5(0))

[0050] Simultaneous solutions of these parametric equations provides rigorous description of the preferred reflective
inner surface in terms of the solution for the locus of points (X,(t), Y(t)), and rigorous description of the preferred
toroidal surface of the toric lens in terms of the solution for the locus of points (X5(t), Y3(t)). These equations were used
in conjunction with very well known computer simulation and graphics software to draw FIGS. 7, 7A, and 7B, which
show various views of the preferred embodiment of FIG. 3. It should be understood that while it is preferred that the
surface of the reflector and the surface of the lens are substantially smooth, for the purposes of illustration only the
surfaces are drawn in FIGS. 7, 7A, and 7B as tiled surfaces.

[0051] In particular, FIG. 7 shows an isometric view of the two stage concentrator 300 of FIG. 3, comprising the non-
imaging toric lens 301 and the non-imaging reflective funnel 303, which as shown has the broad extremity 304 and
the opposing narrow extremity 306. FIG. 7A is an isometric view of the two stage concentrator 300 wherein a portion
of the reflective funnel 300 is cut away to reveal the toric lens 301. As shown, in the preferred embodiment, the toric
lens has a truncated portion 308 that is substantially flat and provides the exit aperture of the two stage concentrator.
FIG. 7B is a detailed cut away isometric view particularly showing a preferred dimple feature at a top surface of the
toric lens of the two stage concentrator. However it should be understood that the dimple feature in the top surface of
the toric lens is not particularly pronounced and is not essential to operation of the concentrator.

[0052] The two stage non-imaging optical concentrator 300 provides high concentration while providing a low aspect
ratio and a wide field of view, in comparison to previously known two stage non-imaging concentrators.

[0053] In alternative embodiments, the concentrator has a field of view of approximately plus or minus substantially
fifteen degrees.

Claims

1. Light collecting apparatus comprising a two stage non-imaging concentrator including a first stage of a non-imaging
reflective funnel member (303) including a broad extremity (304) and an opposing narrow extremity (306), and a
second stage of a non-imaging refractive member (301); the refractive member (301) of the second stage being
disposed substantially within the reflective portion of the funnel proximate the narrow extremity (306) of the funnel
so as to provide a low aspect ratio of the two stage concentrator (300), characterised in that the non-imaging
refractive member (301) includes a non-imaging rotationally symmetric toric lens generated by rotation of a trun-
cated ellipse about an axis of rotation, wherein:

the axis of rotation is within the plane of the ellipse and intersects the ellipse;
the axis interconnecting the foci of the ellipse is inclined at a predetermined angle toward the axis of rotation;
the truncation forms a flat portion (308) of the lens.

2. Apparatus as in claim 1, including an optical entrance aperture operative to provide a light acceptance region of
the concentrator (300), and an optical exit aperture operative to provide a light target region of the concentrator
(300); the broad extremity (304) of the reflective funnel being integrally coupled with the entrance aperture of the
two stage concentrator (300); and the non-imaging refractive member (301) including the truncated portion (308)
integrally coupled with the exit aperture of the two stage concentrator (300).

3. Apparatus as in claim 2, wherein the optical exit aperture and the target region each have an area within a range
of approximately a hundredth and approximately two thirds the area of the truncated portion of the refractive mem-
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ber (301).

Apparatus as in any preceding claim, wherein the truncated ellipse is inclined with respect to the axis of rotation
by an angle substantially equal to a light acceptance angle of the concentrator (300).

Apparatus as in any preceding claim, wherein a focus of the truncated ellipse is substantially shifted away from
the axis of rotation of the toric lens.

Apparatus as in any preceding claim, wherein the two stage concentrator (300) includes an exit aperture having
a predetermined radius, a focus of the ellipse being shifted away from the axis of rotation by an amount substantially
equal to the radius of the exit aperture of the two stage concentrator (300).

Apparatus as in any preceding claim, wherein the refractive member (301) extends substantially entirely through
the finnel.

Patentanspriiche

1.

Lichtsammelvorrichtung, die einen Zweistufen-Nichtbilderzeugungs-Konzentrator aufweist, der eine erste Stufe
eines Nichtbilderzeugungs-Reflexions-Trichterbauglieds (303), das ein breites Ende (304) und ein gegenuberlie-
gendes schmales Ende (306) umfalit, und eine zweite Stufe eines Nichtbilderzeugungs-Brechungsbauglieds (301)
umfaft; wobei das Brechungsbauglied (301) der zweiten Stufe im wesentlichen innerhalb des Reflexionsabschnitts
des Trichters nahe dem schmalen Ende (306) des Trichters angeordnet ist, um ein niedriges Aspektverhaltnis des
Zweistufenkonzentrators (300) zu liefern, dadurch gekennzeichnet, da das Nichtbilderzeugungs-Brechungs-
bauglied (301) eine rotationssymmetrische torische Nichtbilderzeugungslinse umfaft, die durch eine Rotation einer
abgestumpften Ellipse um eine Rotationsachse erzeugt wird, wobei:

die Rotationsachse sich innerhalb der Ebene der Ellipse befindet und die Ellipse schneidet;

die Achse, die die Fokusse der Ellipse verbindet, um einen vorbestimmten Winkel in Richtung der Rotations-
achse geneigt ist; und

die Abstumpfung einen flachen Abschnitt (308) der Linse bildet.

Vorrichtung gemal Anspruch 1, die eine optische Eintrittsapertur, die wirksam ist, um eine Lichtakzeptanzregion
des Konzentrators (300) zu liefern, sowie eine optische Austrittsapertur umfafit, die wirksam ist, um eine Lichtziel-
region des Konzentrators (300) zu liefern; wobei das breite Ende (304) des Reflexionstrichters einstlickig mit der
Eintrittsapertur des Zweistufenkonzentrators (300) gekoppelt ist; und wobei das Nichtbilderzeugungs-Brechungs-
bauglied (301) den abgestumpften Abschnitt (308) umfalit, der einstlickig mit der Austrittsapertur des Zweistufen-
konzentrators (300) gekoppelt ist.

Vorrichtung gemaf Anspruch 2, bei der die optische Austrittsapertur und die Zielregion jeweils eine Flache inner-
halb eines Bereichs von etwa einem Hundertstel und etwa zwei Drittel der Flache des abgestumpften Abschnitts
des Brechungsbauglieds (301) aufweisen.

Vorrichtung gemaR einem der vorhergehenden Anspriiche, bei der die abgestumpfte Ellipse hinsichtlich der Ro-
tationsachse um einen Winkel geneigt ist, der im wesentlichen gleich einem Lichtakzeptanzwinkel des Konzen-
trators (300) ist.

Vorrichtung gemaR einem der vorhergehenden Anspriiche, bei der ein Fokus der abgestumpften Ellipse im we-
sentlichen weg von der Rotationsachse der torischen Linse verschoben ist.

Vorrichtung gemaf einem der vorhergehenden Anspriiche, bei der der Zweistufenkonzentrator (300) eine Aus-
trittsapertur umfafdt, die einen vorbestimmten Radius aufweist, wobei ein Fokus der Ellipse um eine Grofte weg
von der Rotationsachse verschoben ist, die im wesentlichen gleich dem Radius der Austrittsapertur des Zweistu-
fenkonzentrators (300) ist.

Vorrichtung gemaf einem der vorhergehenden Anspriiche, bei der sich das Brechungsbauglied (301) im wesent-
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lichen vollstandig durch den Trichter erstreckt.

Revendications

Dispositif de collecte de lumiére comprenant un condenseur non imageur a deux étages comprenant un premier
étage d'un élément formant entonnoir réflecteur non imageur (303) comprenant une large extrémité (304) et une
extremité étroite opposée (306), et un second étage d'un élément dioptrique non imageur (301) ; I'élément diop-
trique (301) du second étage étant disposé sensiblement a l'intérieur de la partie réflectrice de I'entonnoir proche
de I'extrémité étroite (306) de I'entonnoir de maniére a fournir un faible rapport d'image du condenseur a deux
étages (300), caractérisé en ce que I'élément dioptrique non imageur (301) comprend une lentille torique symé-
triqgue de maniere rotative non imageur générée par la rotation d'une ellipse tronquée autour d'un axe de rotation,
dans laquelle :

I'axe de rotation se trouve dans le plan de I'ellipse et intersectionne I'ellipse ;
I'axe interreliant les points focaux de I'ellipse est incliné a un angle prédéterminé vers I'axe de rotation ;
la troncation forme une partie plate (308) de la lentille.

Dispositif selon la revendication 1, comprenant une ouverture d'entrée optique fonctionnant pour fournir une région
de réception de lumiére du condenseur (300) et une ouverture de sortie optique fonctionnant pour fournir une
région cible de lumiére du condenseur (300) ; la grande extrémité (304) de I'entonnoir réflecteur étant couplé
intégralement a I'ouverture d'entrée du condenseur a deux étages (300) ; et I'élément dioptrique non imageur (301)
comprenant la partie tronquée (308) couplée intégralement a I'ouverture de sortie du condenseur a deux étages
(300).

Dispositif selon la revendication 2, dans lequel I'ouverture de sortie optique et la région cible présentent chacune
une zone dans la plage d'environ un centiéme et environ deux tiers de la zone de la partie tronquée de I'élément
réfracteur (301).

Dispositif selon I'une quelconque des revendications précédentes, dans lequel I'ellipse tronquée est inclinée par
rapport a I'axe de rotation d'un angle sensiblement égal a un angle de réception de la lumiére du condenseur (300).

Dispositif selon I'une quelconque des revendications précédentes, dans lequel un point focal de I'ellipse tronquée
est sensiblement abandonné de I'axe de rotation de la lentille torique.

Dispositif selon I'une quelconque des revendications précédentes, dans lequel le condenseur a deux étages (300)
comprend une ouverture de sortie ayant un rayon prédéterminé, un point focal de I'ellipse étant abandonné de
I'axe de rotation d'un degré sensiblement égal au rayon de I'ouverture de sortie du condenseur a deux étages (300).

Dispositif selon I'une quelconque des revendications précédentes, dans lequel I'élément dioptrique (301) s'étend
sensiblement entierement a travers I'entonnoir.
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