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(54)  Improvements  in  or  relating  to  elements  faced  with  superhard  material 

(57)  A  preform  element,  such  as  a  cutting  element 
for  a  rotary  drag-type  drill  bit,  includes  a  facing  table  (20) 
of  superhard  material  having  a  front  face  (23),  a  periph- 
eral  surface(29),  and  a  rear  surface  (27)  bonded  to  a 
substrate  (21  )  which  is  less  hard  than  the  superhard  ma- 
terial.  The  rear  surface  (27)  of  the  facing  table  is  inte- 

grally  formed  with  a  plurality  of  ribs  (25,  26)  which  project 
into  the  substrate  (21  ),  and  at  least  major  portions  of  the 
ribs  extend  across  the  rear  surface  of  the  facing  table  in 
directions  which  are  generally  radial  with  respect  to  at 
least  one  point  (28)  which  is  adjacent  or  outside  the  pe- 
ripheral  surface  (29)  of  the  facing  table. 
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