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Description 

Field  of  the  Invention 

5  This  invention  relates  to  photographic  elements  containing  particular  magenta  dye  forming  couplers  associated 
with  compounds  which  reduce  fading  of  the  dyes  formed  from  the  couplers  on  processing  of  the  photographic  element. 

Background  of  the  Invention 

10  In  a  silver  halide  photographic  element,  a  color  image  is  formed  when  the  element  is  exposed  to  light  and  then 
subjected  to  color  development  with  a  primary  aromatic  amine  developer.  Color  development  results  in  imagewise 
reduction  of  silver  halide  and  production  of  oxidized  developer.  Oxidized  developer  reacts  with  one  or  more  incorporated 
dye-forming  couplers  to  form  an  imagewise  distribution  of  dye. 

The  dyes  that  are  formed  by  any  color  coupler  during  processing  have  a  tendency  to  fade  over  time  as  a  result  of 
is  exposure  to  light,  heat  and  humidity.  As  all  three  image  dyes  of  a  typical  color  element  fade,  this  results  in  overall  fading 

of  the  image  over  time.  In  addition,  since  the  three  image  dyes  may  not  fade  at  the  same  rate,  an  apparent  change  in 
image  color  may  result.  Such  change  is  particularly  noticable  in  the  case  of  magenta  image  dye  fading. 

A  variety  of  magenta  dye-forming  coupler  types  have  been  used  in  photographic  materials.  Among  the  known 
magenta  dye-forming  couplers  are  cyclic  azoles  such  as  pyrazolotriazoles,  pyrazolobenzimidazoles,  and  imidazopyra- 

20  zoles.  These  couplers  contain  bridgehead  nitrogen  5,5  fused  ring  systems  and  include  such  couplers  as  pyrrolo[1  ,2-b] 
pyrazoles,  pyrazolo[3,2-c]  [1,2,4]  triazoles,  pyrazolo[2,3-b][1  ,2,4]triazoles,  imidazo[1  ,2-b]pyrazoles,  imidazo[1  ,5-b] 
pyrazoles,  imidazo[1  ,2-a]imidazoles,  imidazo[1  ,2-b][1  ,2,4]  triazoles,  imidazo[2,1-c][1,2,4]triazoles,  imidazo[5,1-c] 
[1  ,2,4]triazoles  and  [1  ,2,4]triazolo[3,4-c][1  ,2,4]triazole. 

A  significant  disadvantage  of  pyrazoloazole  couplers  is  fading  of  the  dyes  formed  from  them  by  photographic 
25  processing  due  to  extended  exposure  to  low  levels  of  light.  Compounds  which  are  included  in  photographic  elements 

to  reduce  image  dye  fading  are  known  as  stabilizers.  Inclusion  of  stabilizers  in  color  photographic  materials  can  reduce 
the  deterioration  of  the  dye  images  which  occurs  over  time  as  a  result  of  the  action  of  light,  heat  or  humidity.  This  is 
true  for  dyes  formed  from  pyrazoloazole  couplers.  US  Patents  5,236,819  and  5,082,766  describe  the  use  of  certain 
stabilizers  with  pyrazoloazole  couplers  to  improve  their  dye  stability.  However,  it  would  be  desirable  to  further  improve 

30  the  light  stability  of  dyes  derived  from  cyclic  azole  magenta  dye  forming  couplers,  and  thus  retain  the  color  rendition 
of  the  image  for  a  longer  period  of  time. 

Summary  of  the  Invention 

35  We  have  found  that  highly  stable  magenta  dye  images  formed  from  cyclic  azole  magenta  couplers  can  be  obtained 
if  there  is  associated  with  the  coupler  a  combination  stabilizer  compounds  R,  S  and  N,  shown  below. 

The  present  invention  therefore  provides  a  silver  halide  photographic  element  comprising  a  support  bearing  a  light 
sensitive  silver  halide  emulsion  layer  and  a  cyclic  azole  magenta  dye  forming  coupler  associated  with  a  stabilizer 
combination  comprising: 

40 
i)  a  compound  having  the  following  Formula  R: 

45 

(R2)m  (F<2)m 
so 

ii)  a  compound  having  the  following  Formula  S: 

55 
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R3  ri  ? P ) n  
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and 

iii)  a  compound  having  the  following  Formula  N: 

—  J2 

wherein: 

each  R1  independently  represents  a  hydrogen  atom,  an  alkyl  group,  an  alkenyl  group  or  an  aryl  group; 
each  R2  independently  represents  a  halogen  atom,  an  alkyl  group,  an  alkenyl  group  an  alkoxy  group,  an  aryl 
group,  an  aryloxy  group,  an  alkylthio  group,  an  aryl  thio  group,  an  acyl  group,  an  an  acylamino  group,  a  sulfonyl 
group,  a  sulfonamide  group  or  a  hydroxy  group; 
each  m  is,  individually  an  integer  of  0  to  4; 
A  represents  an  alkylene  group  having  1  to  6  carbon  atoms  in  its  linear  structure; 
R3  represents  an  aryl  group  or  a  heterocyclic  group; 
Z-,  and  Z2  each  represent  an  alkylene  group  having  1  to  3  carbon  atoms  provided  that  the  total  number  of 
carbon  atoms  in  the  ring  is  3  to  6; 
n  is  an  integer  of  1  or  2; 
M  is  Cu,  Co,  Ni,  Pd  or  Pt; 
each  W2,  W3,  W4  and  W5  are,  independently,  hydrogen,  halogen,  nitro,  cyano,  alkyl,  aryl,  alkoxy,  aryloxy, 
carbonyl,  sulfonyl,  amido,  carbamoyl,  sulfonamide,  sulfamoyl  or  heterocyclyl,  or  any  of  W2,  W3,  W4  and  W5 
may  together  form  a  cycloalkyl  or  heterocyclic  group; 
each  W6  and  W7  are,  independently  hydrogen,  hydroxy  alkyl  or  aryl,  or  W6  and  W7  .together,  can  form  a  5  or 
6  membered  ring. 

Photographic  elements  of  the  present  invention  yield  magenta  dye  images  that  have  low  fading  when  exposed  to 
light. 

Detailed  Description  of  the  Invention 

As  used  herein,  unless  otherwise  indicated  the  alkyl  and  aryl  groups,  and  the  alkyl  and  aryl  portions  of  groups, 
can  be  unsubstituted  or  substituted  with  non-interfering  substituents.  Typical  alkyl  groups  have  1  to  32  carbon  atoms 
and  typical  aryl  groups  have  6  to  32  carbon  atoms.  Depending  upon  the  position  of  the  group,  preferred  alkyl  groups 
can  have  1  to  20  carbon  atom,  1  to  12  carbon  atoms  or  1  to  4  carbon  atoms  and  preferred  aryl  groups  can  have  6  to 
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20  or  6  to  1  0  carbon  atoms.  Other  groups  identified  below  which  contain  a  replacable  hydrogen  atom  can  be  substituted 
or  not,  depending  on  the  particular  structure  and  properties  desired. 

The  magenta  dye  forming  couplers  of  this  invention  can  be  based  on  any  of  the  bridgehead  nitrogen  5,5  fused 
ring  system  identified  above.  Preferred  couplers  are  pyrazolotriazoles  represented  by  Formula  II: 

5 

wherein: 
15 

R6  is  hydrogen  or  a  substituent; 
R7  is  a  ballast  group;  and 
X  is  hydrogen  or  a  coupling-off-group;  and 
Za,  Zb,  and  Zc  are  independently  a  substituted  or 

20 
unsubstituted  methine  group,  =N-, 

or  -NH-,  provided  that  one  of  either  the  Za-Zb  bond  or  the  Zb-Zc  bond  is  a  double  bond  and  the  other  is  a  single  bond, 
and  when  the  Zb-Zc  bond  is  a  carbon-carbon  double  bond,  it  can  be  part  of  the  aromatic  ring  and  at  least  one  of  Za, 

30  zb,  and  Zc  represents  a  methine  group  connected  to  R7. 
Preferred  pyrazolotriazole  couplers  of  this  invention  are  1  H-pyrazolo[2,3-b][1  ,2,4]triazoles  represented  by  Formula 

III: 

35 
Formula  III 

40 

wherein: 
X,  R6  and  R7  are  as  previously  defined. 

Examples  of  suitable  R6  groups  are  alkyl,  which  can  be  straight  or  branched,  such  as  methyl,  ethyl,  n-propyl,  n- 
45  butyl,  t-butyl,  trifluoromethyl,  tridecyl  or  3-(2,4-di-t-amylphenoxy)propyl;  alkoxy,  such  as  methoxy  or  ethoxy;  alkylthio, 

suchasmethylthiooroctylthio;  aryl,  aryloxy  or  arylthio,  such  as  phenyl,  4-t-butylphenyl,  2,4,6-trimethylphenyl,  phenoxy, 
2-methylphenoxy,  phenylthio  or  2-butoxy-5-t-octylphenylthio;  heterocyclyl,  heterocyclyloxy  or  heterocyclylthio,  each  of 
which  contain  a  3  to  7  membered  heterocyclic  ring  composed  of  carbon  atoms  and  at  least  one  hetero  atom  selected 
from  oxygen,  nitrogen  and  sulfur,  such  as  2-furyl,  2-thienyl,  2-benzimidazolyloxy  or  2-benzothiazolyl;  cyano;  acyloxy 

so  such  as  acetoxy  or  hexadecanoyloxy;  carbamoyloxy,  such  as  N-phenylcarbamoyloxy  or  N-ethylcarbamoyloxy;  silyloxy, 
such  astrimethylsilyloxy;  sulfonyloxy,  suchasdodecylsulfonyloxy;  acylamino,  such  as  acetamidoorbenzamido;  anilino, 
such  as  phenylanilino  or  2-chloroanilino;  ureido,  such  as  phenylureido  or  methylureido;  imido,  such  as  N-succinimido 
or  3-benzylhydantoinyl;  sulfamoylamino,  such  as  N,N-dipropyl-sulfamoylamino  or  N-  methyl-N-decylsulfamoylamino; 
carbamoylamino,  such  as  N-butylcarbamoylamino  or  N,N-dimethylcarbamoylamino;  alkoxycarbonylamino,  such  as 

55  methoxycarbonylamino  or  tetradecyloxycarbonylamino;  aryloxycarbonylamino,  such  as  phenoxycaronylamino,  2,4-di- 
t-butylphenoxycarbonylamino;  sulfonamide,  such  as  methanesulfonamido  or  hexadecanesulfonamido;  carbamoyl 
group,  such  as  N-ethylcarbamoyl  or  N,N-dibutylcarbamoyl;  acyl,  such  as  acetyl  or  (2,4-di-t-amylphenoxy)acetyl;  sul- 
famoyl,  such  as  N-ethylsulfamoyl  or  N,N-dipropylsulfamoyl;  sulfonyl,  such  as  methanesulfonyl  or  octanesulfonyl;  sulfi- 

4 
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nyl,  such  as  octanesulfinyl  or  dodecylsulfinyl;  alkoxycarbonyl,  such  as  methoxycarbonyl  or  butyloxycarbonyl;  aryloxy- 
carbonyl,  such  as  phenyloxycarbonyl  or  3-pentadecyloxycarbonyl;  alkenyl;  hydroxyl;  amino;  and  carbonamido  groups. 

Preferably,  R6  represents  a  tertiary  alkyl  group  of  4  to  12  carbon  atoms.  Most  preferably  it  represents  t-butyl. 
The  ballast  group  represented  by  R7  is  a  group  of  such  size  and  configuration  that,  in  combination  with  the  re- 

mainder  of  the  molecule,  it  provides  the  coupler,  and  the  dye  formed  from  it,  with  sufficient  bulk  that  it  is  substantially 
non-diffusible  from  the  layer  in  which  it  is  coated  in  the  photographic  element.  Representative  ballast  groups  include 
alkyl  or  aryl  groups  containing  6  to  32  carbon  atoms.  Other  ballast  groups  include  alkoxy,  aryloxy,  arylthio,  alkylthio, 
alkoxycarbonyl,  aryloxycarbonyl,  carboxy,  acyl,  acyloxy,  carbonamido,  carbamoyl,  alkylcarbonyl,  arylcarbonyl,  alkysul- 
fonyl,  arylsulfonyl,  sulfamoyl,  sulfenamoyl,  alkylsulfinyl,  arylsulfinyl,  alkylphosphonyl,  arylphosphonyl,  alkoxyphospho- 
nyl,  and  arylphosphonyl.  Preferably  R7  is  an  alkyl  group  of  6  to  32  carbon  atoms 

Possible  substituents  for  R6  and  R7  include  halogen,  alkyl,  aryl,  aryloxy,  heterocyclyl,  cyano,  alkoxy,  acyloxy,  car- 
bamoyloxy,  silyloxy,  sulfonyloxy,  acylamino,  anilino,  ureido,  imido,  sulfonylamino,  carbamoylamino,  alkylthio,  arylthio, 
heterocyclylthio,  alkoxycarbonylamino,  aryloxycarbonylamino,  sulfonamide,  carbamoyl,  acyl,  sulfamoyl,  sulfonyl,  sulfi- 
nyl,  alkoxycarbonyl,  aryloxycarbonyl,  alkenyl,  carboxyl,  sulfo,  hydroxyl,  amino  and  carbonamido  groups. 

The  coupling  off  group  represented  by  X  can  be  a  hydrogen  atom  or  any  of  the  coupling-off  groups  known  in  the 
art.  Coupling-off  groups  can  determine  the  equivalency  of  the  coupler,  can  modify  the  reactivity  of  the  coupler,  or  can 
advantageously  affect  the  layer  in  which  the  coupler  is  coated  or  other  layers  in  the  element  by  performing,  after  the 
release  from  the  coupler,  such  functions  as  development  inhibition,  development  acceleration,  bleach  inhibition,  bleach 
acceleration,  color  correction,  and  the  like.  Representative  classes  of  coupling-off  groups  include  halogen,  particularly 
chlorine,  bromine,  or  fluorine,  alkoxy,  aryloxy,  heterocyclyloxy,  heterocyclic,  such  as  hydantoin  and  pyrazolo  groups, 
sulfonyloxy,  acyloxy,  carbonamido,  imido,  acyl,  heterocyclythio,  sulfonamide,  alkylthio,  arylthio,  heterocyclythio,  sul- 
fonamide,  phosphonyloxy,  and  arylazo. 

preferably,  X  is  hydrogen  or  halogen.  Most  preferably  X  is  hydrogen  or  chlorine. 
Specific  couplers  within  the  scope  of  the  present  invention  have  the  following  structures: 

M-2 
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5 

10 
M-16 

The  stabilizers  that  have  the  Formula  R,  above,  are  believed  to  stabilize  the  dye  image  by  scavenging  free  radicals. 
is  in  this  formula,  the  group  represented  by  A  is  a  straight,  branched  or  cyclic  alkylene  group,  the  linear  portion  of  which 

has  1  to  6  carbon  atoms,  which  can  be  substitituted  with  one  or  more  aryl,  cyano,  halogen,  heterocyclyl,  cycloalkyl, 
alkoxy,  hydroxy,  and  aryloxy  groups.  The  alkylene  group  can  form  a  cycloalkyl  ring,  such  as 

20 

25 

In  Formula  R,  each  R-,  can  be  a  group  as  defined  above  for  R6  or  R7  in  Formula  III.  These  include  halogen,  alkyl, 
cycloalkyl,  alkenyl,  alkoxy,  aryl,  aryloxy,  alkylthio,  arylthio,  acyl,  acylamino,  sulfonyl  and  sulfonamide 

Preferred  compounds  represented  by  Formula  R,  are  those  in  which: 
30 

each  R-|  independently  is  hydrogen,  alkyl  or  cycloalkyl  of  1  to  8  carbon  atoms; 
each  R2  is  independently  hydrogen,  hydroxy,  alkyl  or  alkoxy  of  1  to  8  carbon  atoms; 
each  m  is  an  integers  of  0  to  2;  and 
A  is  an  alkylene  group  of  1  to  10  carbon  atoms. 

35 
Representative  examples  of  stabilizer  compounds  which  satisfy  Formula  R  are: 

40 

45 

50 

R-2 

55 

10 



C3H7(i.  

R-6 

The  stabilizers  that  have  the  Formula  S,  above  are  believe  to  stabilize  by  acting  as  singlet  oxygen  quenchers.  In 
this  formula  the  aryl  and  heterocyclic  group  represented  by  R3  include  phenyl,  1  -naphthyl,  2-furyl  and  2-thienyl.  They 
can  be  substituted  with  groups  described  above  in  Formula  III  for  R6,  as  can  be  the  alkylene  groups  represented  by 
Z-,  and  Z2. 

Preferred  stabilizers  represented  by  Formula  S,  are  those  having  the  following  Formula  S1  : 

11 
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( R 8 ) r v T \  y —   p^(Rg)s 
•N  S02 

wherein: 

R8  represents  alkyl,  alkoxy,  alkylthio,  amido,  ureido,  or  halogen; 
R9  is  alkyl; 
r  is  an  integer  of  1  or  2;  and 
s  is  an  integer  of  0  to  4. 

Representative  examples  of  stabilizer  having  the  Formula  S  are: 

N  SO; 

S-2 

h3£ i<P-  N  SO2 

O -  OCHN 

S-4 

12 
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The  stabilizers  of  Formula  N,  above,  are  known  compounds  and  have  been  known  to  act  as  stabilizers  for  dyes 
derived  from  couplers  in  photographic  elements.  They  are  described  in  EP  Published  Application  0  618  497,  published 
October  5,  1994,  and  in  US  Patents  4,906,559,  issued  March  6,  1990  and  5,208,  140,  issued  May  4,  1993.  As  described 

so  in  these  patents,  these  compounds  act  as  singlet  oxygen  quenchers  and  are  used  in  amounts  that  give  the  layer  in 
which  they  are  coated  a  noticable  color.  However,  these  compounds  have  not  been  used  in  combination  with  other 
magenta  dye  stabilizers  having  structures  R  and  S,  shown  above.  Nor,  has  it  been  suggested  that,  when  so  used,  they 
would  enhanced  the  stabilization  effect  of  another  singlet  oxygen  quencher,  the  S  compound  shown  above.  When  used 
in  this  way,  the  N  stabilizers  can  be  used  in  small  enough  amounts  that  they  do  not  give  the  layer  in  which  they  are 

55  coated  an  objectionable  color. 
In  a  preferred  embodiment,  in  Formula  N,  each  of  W2,  W3,  W4,  W5,  W6  and  W7  are  hydrogen,  halogen,  alkyl  or 

alkoxy  having  more  than  20  carbon  atoms  (further  preferably  no  more  than  12).  Any  of  W2,  W3,  W4,  W5,  W6  and  W7 
can  independently  be  methyl,  ethyl,  propyl,  butyl,  pentyl,  octyl  or  can  be  the  corresponding  alkoxy  analogue. 

13 
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Particular  examples  of  stabilizers  of  formula  N  include  the  following: 

14 
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n -CgHn   OH 

N - l l  
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Compounds  of  Formula  N  can  be  synthesized  as  described  in  EP  Published  Application  0  618  497,  referred  to 
above. 

Typically,  the  couplers  and  the  stabilizers  with  which  they  are  associated  are  dispersed  in  the  same  layer  of  the 
photographic  element  in  a  high  boiling  organic  compound  known  in  the  art  as  a  coupler  solvent.  Representative  coupler 

5  solvents  include  phthalic  acid  alkyl  esters  such  as  dibutyl  phthalate  and  dioctyl  phthalate,  phosphoric  acid  esters  such 
as  tricresyl  phosphate,  diphenyl  phosphate,  tris-2-ethylhexyl  phosphate,  and  tris-3,5,5-trimethylhexyl  phosphate,  citric 
acid  esters  such  as  tributyl  acetylcitrate,  benzoic  acid  esters  such  as  octyl  benzoate,  aliphatic  amides  such  as  N,N- 
diethyl  lauramide,  and  alkyl  phenols  such  as  2,4-di-t-butyl  phenol.  Especially  preferred  coupler  solvents  are  the  phtha- 
late  esters,  which  can  be  used  alone  or  in  combination  with  one  another  or  with  other  coupler  solvents.  Selection  of 

10  the  correct  coupler  solvent  has  been  found  to  have  an  influence  both  on  the  hue  of  the  dye  formed  on  coupling  as  well 
as  on  its  stability. 

Throughout  this  application  a  reference  to  any  type  of  chemical  "group"  includes  both  the  unsubstituted  and  sub- 
stituted  forms  of  the  group  described.  Generally,  unless  otherwise  specifically  stated,  substituent  groups  usable  on 
molecules  herein  include  any  groups,  whether  substituted  or  unsubstituted,  which  do  not  destroy  properties  necessary 

is  for  the  photographic  utility.  It  will  also  be  understood  throughout  this  application  that  reference  to  a  compound  of  a 
particular  general  formula  includes  those  compounds  of  other  more  specific  formula  which  specific  formula  falls  within 
the  general  formula  definition.  Examples  of  substituents  on  any  of  the  mentioned  groups  can  include  known  substitu- 
ents,  such  as:  halogen,  for  example,  chloro,  fluoro,  bromo,  iodo;  alkoxy,  particularly  those  with  1  to  6  carbon  atoms 
(for  example,  methoxy,  ethoxy);  substituted  or  unsubstituted  alkyl,  particularly  lower  alkyl  (for  example,  methyl,  trifluor- 

20  omethyl);  alkenyl  or  thioalkyl  (for  example,  methylthio  or  ethylthio),  particularly  either  of  those  with  1  to  6  carbon  atoms; 
substituted  and  unsubstituted  aryl,  particularly  those  having  from  6  to  20  carbon  atoms  (for  example,  phenyl);  and 
substituted  or  unsubstituted  heteroaryl,  particularly  those  having  a  5  or  6-membered  ring  containing  1  to  3  heteroatoms 
selected  from  N,  O,  or  S  (for  example,  pyridyl,  thienyl,  furyl,  pyrrolyl);  and  others  known  in  the  art.  Alkyl  substituents 
may  specifically  include  "lower  alkyl",  that  is  having  from  1  to  6  carbon  atoms,  for  example,  methyl,  ethyl,  and  the  like. 

25  Further,  with  regard  to  any  alkyl  group,  alkylene  group  or  alkenyl  group,  it  will  be  understood  that  these  can  be  branched 
or  unbranched  and  include  ring  structures. 

The  coupler  and  stabilizer  compounds  of  the  present  invention  are  known  compounds  and  can  be  prepared  by 
techniques  known  to  those  skilled  in  the  art.  References  which  describe  the  preparation  of  the  magenta  dye  forming 
couplers  are  the  patents  and  published  applications  referred  to  above  as  describing  these  compounds,  and  references 

30  cited  therein.  The  preparation  of  Stabilizer  Compounds  R  and  S  is  described  in  US  Patent  5,236,819  and  references 
cited  therein.  The  synthesis  of  Stabilizer  Compound  N  is  easily  accomplished  by  methods  known  to  those  skilled  in 
the  art,  such  as  by  reacting  a  suitably  substituted  amine  with  an  activated  alkene,  for  example,  with  acrylonitrile. 

Typically  the  amount  of  each  of  compound  R  and  compound  S  will  range  from  about  0.2  to  about  3.0  moles  stabilizer 
per  mole  of  coupler,  preferably  from  about  0.5  to  1  .5  moles  stabilizer  per  mole  of  coupler.  The  amount  of  compound 

35  N  will  range  from  about  0.01  to  0.5  moles  stabilizer  per  mole  of  coupler,  preferably  preferably  from  about  0.02  to  0.1 
moles  stabilizer  per  mole  coupler. 

The  pyrazoloazole  coupler,  is  typically  coated  in  the  element  at  a  coverage  of  from  0.25  mmol/m2  to  1  .0  mmol/m2, 
and  preferably  at  a  coverage  of  from  0.40  to  0.70  mmol/m2.  When  a  coupler  solvent  is  employed,  it  typically  is  present 
in  an  amount  of  0.50  to  5.0  mg.  per  mg.  coupler,  and  preferably  in  an  amount  of  1  .0  to  3.0  mg.  per  mg.  coupler. 

40  The  photographic  elements  of  this  invention  can  be  black  and  white  elements  (for  example,  using  magenta,  cyan 
and  yellow  dye  forming  couplers),  single  color  elements  or  multicolor  elements.  Multicolor  elements  contain  dye  image- 
forming  units  sensitive  to  each  of  the  three  primary  regions  of  the  spectrum.  Each  unit  can  be  comprised  of  a  single 
emulsion  layer  or  of  multiple  emulsion  layers  sensitive  to  a  given  region  of  the  spectrum.  The  layers  of  the  element, 
including  the  layers  of  the  image-forming  units,  can  be  arranged  in  various  orders  as  known  in  the  art.  In  an  alternative 

45  format,  the  emulsions  sensitive  to  each  of  the  three  primary  regions  of  the  spectrum  can  be  disposed  as  a  single 
segmented  layer. 

Photographic  elements  of  this  invention  can  have  the  structures,  components,  exposure  and  processing  shown 
on  Research  Disclosure,  February  1995,  Item  37038,  pages  79-114.  Research  Disclosure  is  published  by  Kenneth 
Mason  Publications,  Ltd.,  Dudley  Annex,  12a  North  Street,  Emsworth,  Hampshire  P010  7DQ,  ENGLAND.  Specific 

so  elements  can  be  those  shown  on  pages  96-98  of  this  Research  Disclosure  item  as  Color  Paper  Elements  1  and  2,  in 
which  is  employed  in  the  magenta  dye  forming  layers  the  stabilizer  combinations  of  the  the  present  invention  instead 
of  the  stabilizers  shown  there.  A  typical  multicolor  photographic  element  of  this  invention  comprises  a  support  bearing 
a  cyan  dye  image-forming  unit  comprised  of  at  least  one  red-sensitive  silver  halide  emulsion  layer  having  associated 
therewith  at  least  one  cyan  dye-forming  coupler,  a  magenta  dye  image-forming  unit  comprising  at  least  one  green- 

55  sensitive  silver  halide  emulsion  layer  having  associated  therewith  at  least  one  magenta  dye-forming  coupler,  and  a 
yellow  dye  image-forming  unit  comprising  at  least  one  blue-sensitive  silver  halide  emulsion  layer  having  associated 
therewith  at  least  one  yellow  dye-forming  coupler.  The  element  can  contain  additional  layers,  such  as  filter  layers, 
interlayers,  overcoat  layers,  subbing  layers,  and  the  like.  All  of  these  can  be  coated  on  a  support  which  can  be  trans- 
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parent  or  reflective  (for  example,  a  paper  support).  Photographic  elements  of  the  present  invention  may  also  usefully 
include  a  magnetic  recording  material  as  described  in  Research  Disclosure,  Item  34390,  November  1992,  or  a  trans- 
parent  magnetic  recording  layer  such  as  a  layer  containing  magnetic  particles  on  the  underside  of  a  transparent  support 
as  in  US  4,279,945  and  US  4,302,523.  The  element  typically  will  have  a  total  thickness  (excluding  the  support)  of  from 
5  to  30  microns.  While  the  order  of  the  color  sensitive  layers  can  be  varied,  they  will  normally  be  red-sensitive,  green- 
sensitive  and  blue-sensitive,  in  that  order  on  a  transparent  support,  (that  is,  blue  sensitive  furthest  from  the  support) 
and  the  reverse  order  on  a  reflective  support  being  typical. 

This  invention  also  contemplates  the  use  of  photographic  elements  of  the  present  invention  in  what  are  often 
referred  to  as  single  use  cameras  (or  "film  with  lens"  units).  These  cameras  are  sold  with  film  preloaded  in  them  and 
the  entire  camera  is  returned  to  a  processor  with  the  exposed  film  remaining  inside  the  camera.  Such  cameras  may 
have  glass  or  plastic  lenses  through  which  the  photographic  element  is  exposed. 

The  stabilizers  of  this  invention  can  be  used  in  photographic  elements  that  are  intended  to  be  processed  in  am- 
plification  processes  that  use  developer/amplifier  solutions  described  in  USPatent  5,324,624,  for  example.  When  proc- 
essed  in  this  way,  the  low  volume,  thin  tank  processing  system  and  apparatus  described  in  USPatent  Application 
08/221,711,  filed  March  31,  1994,  preferably  is  employed. 

The  following  examples  further  illustrate  this  invention. 

Example  1 

Photographic  Evaluation 

Dispersions  of  the  coupler  and  stabilizers  were  prepared  in  the  following  manner.  In  one  vessel  there  was  combined 
coupler,  coupler  solvents,  stabilizer(s),  and  ethyl  acetate  and  the  combination  was  warmed  to  dissolve.  In  a  second 
vessel,  the  gelatin,  surfactant  (Alkanol  XC™  from  E.I.  duPont  Co.)  and  water  were  combined  and  passed  three  times 
through  a  Gaulin  colloid  mill.  The  ethyl  acetate  was  removed  by  evaporation  and  water  was  added  to  restore  the  original 
weight  after  milling. 

Photographic  elements  were  prepared  by  coating  the  following  layers  in  the  order  listed  on  a  resin-coated  paper 
support: 

1st  layer 

Gelatin 3.23  g/m2 

2nd  layer 

Gelatin  1.61  g/m2 
Coupler  M-9  0.22  g/m2 
Dibutyl  phthalate  coupler  solvent  0.  1  6  g/m2 
Diethylhexyl  phthalate  coupler  solvent  0.  1  6  g/m2 
Stabilizer  R-4  0.18  g/m2 
Stabilizer  S-8  0.18  g/m2 
Stabilizer  N-1  5  0.02  g/m2 
Green  sensitized  AgCI  emulsion  0.17  g/m2 

3rd  layer 

Gelatin  1.34  g/m2 
2-(2H-benzotriazol-2-yl)-4,6-bis-(1  ,1  -dimethylpropyl)phenol  0.73  g/m2 
Tinuvin  326™  (Ciba-Geigy)  0.  1  3  g/m2 
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4th  layer 

Gelatin  1.40  g/m2 
Bis(vinylsulfonylmethyl)ether  0.14  g/m2 

The  photographic  elements  were  given  stepwise  exposures  to  green  light  and  processed  at  35°C  as  follows: 

Developer  45  sec. 
Bleach-Fix  45  sec. 
Wash  (running  water)  1  min.30  sec. 

The  developer  and  bleach-fix  had  the  following  compositions: 
15 

Developer 

Water  700.00  ml_ 
20  Triethanolamine  12.41  g 

Blankophor  REU™  (Mobay  Corp.)  2.30  g 
Lithium  polystyrene  sulfonate  (30%)  0.30  g 
N,N-Diethylhydroxylamine  (85%)  5.40  g 
Lithium  sulfate  2.70  q 25  a 
N-{2-[(4-amino-3-methylphenyl)  ethylamino]ethyl}methanesulfonamide  sesquisulfate  5.00  g 
1-Hydroxyethyl-1,1-diphosphonic  acid  (60%)  0.81  g 
Potassium  carbonate,  anhydrous  21  .  1  6  g 
Potassium  chloride  1  .60  g 

30  Potassium  bromide  7.00  mg 
Water  to  make  1  .00  L 

pH  @  26.7  °C  adjusted  to  10.04  +/-  0.05 

Bleach-Fix 

Water  700.00  mL 
Solution  of  ammonium  thiosulfate  (54.4%)  +  ammonium  sulfite  (4%)  127.40  g 
Sodium  metabisulfite  10.00  g 
Acetic  acid  (glacial)  10.20  g 
Solution  of  ammonium  ferric  ethylenediaminetetraacetate  (44%)  +  ethylenediaminetetraacetic  acid  110.40  g 
(3.5%) 
Water  to  make  1.00  L 

pH  @  26.7  °C  adjusted  to  5.5  +  0.1 

Magenta  dyes  were  formed  upon  processing.  The  following  photographic  characteristics  were  determined: 

50  Dmax  (the  maximum  density  to  green  light); 
Speed  (the  relative  log  exposure  required  to  yield  a  density  to  green  light  of  1  .0); 
Contrast  (the  ratio  (S-T)/0.6,  where  S  is  the  density  at  a  log  exposure  0.3  units  greater  than  the  Speed  value  and 
T  is  the  density  at  a  log  exposure  0.3  units  less  than  the  Speed  value). 

55  Elements  which  had  been  exposed  and  processed  to  provide  a  Status  A  green  density  of  1  .Oand  1  .7  were  irradiated 
with  a  50  klux  high  intensity  daylight  (HID)  for  3  weeks.  The  change  in  density  as  a  result  of  irradiation  was  measured 
at  the  end  of  3  weeks  or  at  the  end  of  2  weeks  and  again  at  the  end  of  3  weeks.  This  data  shows  that  the  stabilizer 
combinations  of  this  invention  provide  an  improvement  in  the  light  stability  compared  with  a  combination  that  does  not 
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contain  Stabilizer  N. 
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Example  2 

Example  1  was  repeated,  except  that  the  amount  of  Stabilizer  compound  N-15  was  used  at  two  different  levels 
and  the  composition  of  the  2nd  layer  was  as  follows: 

2nd  layer 

Gelatin 1.61  g/m2 
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(continued) 

Coupler  M-9  0.22  g/m2 
Dibutyl  phthalate  coupler  solvent  0.24  g/m2 
Diethylhexyl  phthalate  coupler  solvent  0.24  g/m2 
Stabilizer  R-4  0.1  3  g/m2 
Stabilizer  S-2  0.1  3  g/m2 
Stabilizer  N-15  see  table 
Green  sensitized  AgCI  emulsion  0.17  g/m2 

shown  in  Table  II. 
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Claims 

1.  A  silver  halide  photographic  element  comprising  a  support  bearing  a  light  sensitive  silver  halide  emulsion  layer 
and  a  cyclic  azole  magenta  dye  forming  coupler  associated  with  a  stabilizer  combination  comprising: 

i)  a  compound  having  the  following  Formula  R: 

ii)  a  compound  having  the  following  Formula  S: 

R3  N  S(0)n 

and 
iii)  a  compound  having  the  following  Formula  N: 

wherein: 

each  R-|  independently  represents  a  hydrogen  atom,  an  alkyl  group,  an  alkenyl  group  or  an  aryl  group; 
each  R2  independently  represents  a  halogen  atom,  an  alkyl  group,  an  alkenyl  group  an  alkoxy  group,  an 
aryl  group,  an  aryloxy  group,  an  alkylthio  group,  an  aryl  thio  group,  an  acyl  group,  an  an  acylamino  group, 
a  sulfonyl  group,  a  sulfonamide  group  or  a  hydroxy  group; 
each  m  is,  individually  an  integer  of  0  to  4; 
A  represents  an  alkylene  group  having  1  to  6  carbon  atoms  in  its  linear  structure; 
R3  represents  an  aryl  group  or  a  heterocyclic  group; 
Z-,  and  Z2  each  represent  an  alkylene  group  having  1  to  3  carbon  atoms  provided  that  the  total  number 
of  carbon  atoms  in  the  ring  is  3  to  6; 
n  is  an  integer  of  1  or  2; 

24 



EP  0  740  204  A1 

M  is  Cu,  Co,  Ni,  Pd  or  Pt; 
each  W2,  W3,  W4  and  W5  are,  independently,  hydrogen,  halogen,  nitro,  cyano,  alkyl,  aryl,  alkoxy,  aryloxy, 
carbonyl,  sulfonyl,  amido,  carbamoyl,  sulfonamide,  sulfamoyl  or  heterocyclyl,  or  any  of  W2,  W3,  W4  and 
W5  may  together  form  a  cycloalkyl  or  heterocyclic  group; 
each  W6  and  W7  are,  independently  hydrogen,  hydroxy  alkyl  or  aryl,  or  W6  and  W7  .together,  can  form  a 
5  or  6  membered  ring. 

A  photographic  element  of  claim  1  ,  wherein  the  magenta  dye  forming  coupler  has  the  structure: 

wherein: 

R6  is  hydrogen  or  a  substituent; 
R7  is  a  ballast  group;  and 
X  is  hydrogen  or  a  coupling-off-group;  and 
Za,  Zb,  and  Zc  are  independently  a  substituted  or 

unsubstituted  methine  group,  =N-, 

or  -NH-,  provided  that  one  of  either  the  Za-Zb  bond  or  the  Zb-Zc  bond  is  a  double  bond  and  the  other  is  a  single 
bond,  and  when  the  Zb-Zc  bond  is  a  carbon-carbon  double  bond,  it  can  be  part  of  the  aromatic  ring  and  at  least 
one  of  Za,  Zb,  and  Zc  represents  a  methine  group  connected  to  R7. 

A  photographic  element  of  claim  2,  wherein  the  magenta  dye  forming  coupler  has  the  structure: 

R6  is  hydrogen  or  a  substituent; 
R7  is  a  ballast  group;  and 
X  is  hydrogen  or  a  coupling-off-group. 

A  photographic  element  of  claim  3,  wherein  R6  is  a  t-alkyl  group. 

A  photographic  element  of  claim  1  ,  wherein  in  compound  N: 
each  of  W2,  W3,  W4,  W5,  W6  and  W7  is  hydrogen,  alkyl  or  alkoxy  having  no  more  than  20  carbon  atoms. 

A  photographic  element  of  claim  1  ,  wherein  compound  N  has  a  structure  selected  from: 

Formula  II 

X 

Formula  III 

wherein: 

25 



EP  0  740  204  A1 

and 

11-C5H11  OH 

n - C s H u  

II-C5H11  OH 

A  photographic  element  of  claim  1  ,  wherein  compound  S  has  the  structure: 

\   /  

y  ^^(H9)s  
N  S02 

wherein: 

R8  represents  alkyl,  alkoxy,  alkylthio,  amido,  ureido,  or  halogen; 
Rg  is  alkyl; 
r  is  an  integer  of  1  or  2;  and 
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s  is  an  integer  of  0  to  4;  and 

compound  R  has  the  structure: 

(Rjtfm  (R2)m 

wherein 

each  R-|  independently  is  hydrogen,  alkyl  or  cycloalkyl  of  1  to  8  carbon  atoms; 
each  R2  is  independently  hydrogen,  hydroxy,  alkyl  or  alkoxy  of  1  to  8  carbon  atoms; 
each  m  is  an  integers  of  0  to  2;  and 
A  is  an  alkylene  group  of  1  to  10  carbon  atoms. 

8.  A  photographic  element  of  claim  1  ,  wherein  each  of  compounds  R  and  S  are  present  in  a  range  of  about  0.2  to 
2.0  moles  compound  per  mole  magenta  dye  forming  coupler  and  comopund  N  is  present  in  a  range  of  about  0.01 
to  0.5  moles  compound  per  mole  magenta  dye  forming  coupler. 

9.  A  photographic  element  of  claim  9,  further  comprising  a  phthalate  ester  coupler  solvent. 

10.  A  photographic  element  of  claim  1  ,  wherein  the  support  is  opaque. 
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