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(54)  Slider  pull  tab 

(57)  A  puller  2  attached  to  a  pull-tab  4  of  a  slider  6 
for  a  zip  fastener  7  is  made  of  surface  fastener  material 

such  as  hook  and  loop  fastener  material.  The  puller  2  is 
cut  to  shape  and  one  half  10  is  fed  through  the  pull-tab 
eye  4,  and  the  halves  10,  12  pressed  together. 
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Description 

The  present  invention  relates  to  a  slide  fastener  and 
in  particular  to  a  puller  for  a  pull-tab  of  a  slide  fastener 
such  as  a  zip  fastener. 

To  facilitate  use  of  a  slide  fastener  it  is  known  to  at- 
tach  a  puller  to  an  eye  at  the  end  of  the  pull-tab  on  the 
slider.  The  puller  can  be  readily  gripped  by  the  fingers, 
and  it  can  carry  a  trade  mark,  logo  or  other  design. 

JP-63-592210  shows  a  puller  which  is  looped 
through  the  eye  which  is  usually  provided  at  the  end  of 
the  slider  pull-tab,  and  secured  by  a  rivet  through  the 
overlapping  layers  of  puller  material.  This  arrangement 
is  expensive  to  manufacture,  requiring  separate  parts, 
and  a  rivetting  operation. 

JP  63-5951  1  shows  a  puller  moulded  of  plastics  ma- 
terial  and  which  incorporates  an  integral  snap  fastener 
to  secure  the  puller  to  the  slider  pull-tab.  This  arrange- 
ment  is  more  convenient  in  practice,  but  it  is  expensive 
to  mould,  and  changing  the  puller  shape  requires  a  new 
mould. 

The  present  invention  provides  a  puller  for  a  slide 
fastener,  wherein  the  puller  comprises  a  surface  fasten- 
er.  In  a  preferred  embodiment  the  surface  fastener  is  a 
hook  and  loop  fastener. 

Hook  and  loop  fasteners  are  cheap  to  produce  in 
large  volume  when  the  fastener  is  not  required  to  oper- 
ate  under  rigorous  conditions  or  carry  a  high  load.  The 
fastener  material  is  readily  produced  in  large  sheets  or 
rolls  with  a  fabric  or  flexible  plastics  backing  on  which 
the  hooks  and  loops  are  formed.  A  puller  of  any  desired 
shape  can  be  readily  cut  from  the  sheets  or  rolls,  for 
example  by  an  ultrasonic  cutting  machine,  and  so  the 
shape  of  the  puller  is  easily  varied.  The  backing  material 
is  easily  printed  on  to  display  a  trade  mark  or  logo. 

Also,  the  puller  itself  is  easily  replaced,  for  example 
if  the  particular  logo  or  trade  mark  must  be  changed. 

The  invention  will  be  further  described  by  way  of  ex- 
ample  with  reference  to  the  accompanying  drawings,  in 
which  :- 

Figure  1  shows  a  puller  of  the  invention  mounted  on 
a  pull-tab  of  a  slider  of  a  zip  fastener, 

Figure  2  shows  a  first  embodiment  of  a  puller  ac- 
cording  to  the  invention; 

Figure  3  show  a  second  embodiment  of  a  puller  ac- 
cording  to  the  invention; 

Figure  4  shows  the  puller  of  the  Figure  3  being  fitted 
to  a  slider  pull-tab;  and 

Figures  5a  and  5b  shows  a  strip  of  hook  and  loop 
fastener  material  for  forming  the  embodiment  of  fig- 
ure  3. 

Figure  1  shows  a  puller  2  attached  to  the  pull-tab  4 

of  a  slider  6  of  a  zip  fastener  7,  by  fitting  it  through 
an  eye  5  of  the  pull-tab  4. 

A  face  8  of  the  puller  2  which  is  prominent  to  the 
5  user  carries  a  printed  trade  mark  or  logo,  such  as 

"SPORTS". 
Referring  to  figure  2,  the  puller  of  this  embodiment 

has  a  woven  backing  material,  for  example,  polypropyl- 
ene,  and  is  divided  into  a  front  half  10  and  a  back  half 

10  12  by  a  neck  14.  Loops  18  are  woven  into  one  half  of 
the  puller  2,  and  hooks  20  are  formed  on  the  other  half. 
The  hooks  can  be  formed,  for  example,  by  weaving  rel- 
atively  stiff  nylon  loops  into  the  strip  and  cutting  the 
loops.  The  production  of  such  hook  and  loop  fastener 

is  material  is  well  known  in  the  art. 
The  region  of  the  neck  14  is  left  plain  to  accommo- 

date  the  rim  22  of  the  eye  5  (see  Figure  4). 
The  embodiment  of  Figure  3  differs  from  the  em- 

bodiment  of  Figure  2  in  that  the  hooks  and  loops  1  8,  20 
20  are  intermingled  on  the  fastener  material. 

Referring  to  figure  4,  to  attach  the  puller  2  to  the 
pull-tab  4,  one  half  10  is  gathered  and  fed  through  the 
eye  5  to  bring  the  neck  14  into  registry  with  the  rim  22. 
The  puller  2  is  then  folded  about  the  rim  22  to  bring  the 

25  halves  10,12  together,  when  they  are  held  by  the  hooks 
and  loops  18,  20. 

Figures  5a  and  5b  show  top  and  bottom  faces  8,  23 
of  a  strip  24  of  hook  and  loop  fastener  material  suitable 
for  forming  the  pullers  2.  The  bottom  face  of  the  strip  is 

30  divided  into  two  halves  26,  28  by  a  plain  centre  line  re- 
gion  30.  Hooks  and  loops  18,  20  are  formed  on  each 
half  26,  28,  forformingthe  embodiment  of  Figure  3.  Pull- 
ers  2  are  illustrated  in  dotted  outline  on  the  plain  top  face 
8,  and  are  cut  from  the  strip  24  by  an  ultrasonic  cutting 

35  machine. 
A  logo  or  pattern  may  be  printed  on  the  plain  face 

8  of  the  strip  24  in  register  with  the  puller  outline. 
To  allow  greater  flexibility  in  positioning  the  puller 

shapes  on  the  strip  24,  and  reduce  material  wastage, 
40  the  plain  centre  region  may  be  omitted. 

To  form  the  embodiment  of  Figure  2,  one  half  26  of 
the  strip  is  formed  with  only  loops  1  8,  and  the  other  half 
with  hooks  20. 

The  plain  face  8  of  the  backing  material  is  suitable 
45  for  printing  on,  but  another  material  layer  may  be  bond- 

ed  to  it  if  desired. 
When  the  eye  of  the  pull-tab  4  is  quite  small,  an  ad- 

ditional,  larger  pull-tab  may  be  secured  to  the  first  pull- 
tab,  to  provide  a  larger  eye  for  receiving  the  puller. 

50 

Claims 

1  .  A  puller  (2)  for  a  slide  fastener  (7),  wherein  the  puller 
55  comprises  a  surface  fastener. 

2.  A  puller  as  claimed  in  claim  1  wherein  the  surface 
fastener  is  a  hook  and  loop  fastener. 
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3.  A  puller  as  claimed  in  claim  2,  comprising  a  strip  of 
material  having  hooks  and  loops  formed  on  one 
side,  and  arranged  to  be  folded  about  a  rim  (22)  of 
an  eye  (5)  of  a  slider  (6)  of  the  slide  fastener. 

5 
4.  A  puller  as  claimed  in  claim  1  ,  2  or  3,  wherein  the 

puller  (2)  comprises  first  and  second  portions  (10, 
1  2)  separated  by  a  neck  region  (14),  the  puller  being 
foldable  at  the  neck  region  to  bring  the  first  and  sec- 
ond  portions  together.  10 

5.  A  slide  fastener  in  which  the  slider  (6)  has  a  pull-tab 
(4)  with  an  eye  (5)  at  one  end,  and  a  puller  (2)  is 
attached  to  the  slider,  wherein  the  puller  is  in  the 
form  of  a  strip  which  is  folded  over  about  a  rim  (22)  15 
of  the  eye  (5)  to  form  front  and  back  portions  (10, 
12)  which  face  each  other,  the  opposing  faces  of 
the  puller  portions  comprising  surface  fastener  ma- 
terial. 

6.  A  slide  fastener  as  claimed  in  claim  5  wherein  the 
surface  fastener  material  is  a  hook  and  loop  fasten- 
er,  the  puller  portions  being  secured  together  by  en- 
gaging  the  hooks  and  loops. 

7.  A  fastener  as  claimed  in  claim  5  or  6,  wherein  the 
fastener  is  a  zip  fastener. 
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