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Description

[0001] The present invention relates to a shower cu-
bicle with a movable seat according to the precharac-
terizing part of claim 1.

[0002] As generally known, shower cubicles of this
type are preferably provided, among other fixtures, with
an internal seat permitting the user to assume a com-
fortable rest position under certain circumstances. The
user may thus be comfortably seated when the cubicle
is used as a steam bath or, in the case of a shower cu-
bicle combined with a bath tub, the user may be seated
with his feetimmersed in the water contained in the tub.
The seat is usually fixed so as to project into the interior
of the cubicle, as a result of which it may act as an un-
desirable obstruction, involving the danger of the user
being accidentally hurt.

[0003] With a view to overcoming these shortcom-
ings, it has been proposed to employ a movable seat,
adapted to be selectively displaced between a non-use
position in which it is received in a suitably shaped re-
cess in the internal wall surface of the shower cubicle,
and a use position in which it is lowered from the non-
use position so as to project horizontally from the wall
surface. In the non-use position, the seat extends sub-
stantially flush with the internal wall surface of the show-
er cubicle, while in the use position it projects therefrom
for the user to be comfortably seated thereon. Although
this solution has its advantages, the handling of the seat
by the user can be rather difficult, particularly as regards
the failsafe locking of the seat in the use position.
[0004] A shower cubicle with a seat of the aforemen-
tioned kind is known from US-A-3480973. The seat is
fixed to the frame of the shower. The seat portion is mov-
able about a horizontal axis between two positions. In
the first position, which is a non-use position, the seat
surface extends essentially vertically. In the second po-
sition, which is the use position, the surface of the seat
extends horizontally such that a person can sit on the
seat surface. Given though, this design allows space
saving in the non-use position compared to the use po-
sition, as it still requires a lot of room and represents an
undesirable obstruction.

[0005] Itistherefore an object of the presentinvention
to provide a movable seat for a shower cubicle or the
like, which in addition to being of a simple and straight-
forward construction, offers the advantage of being
readily and safely adjustable between a space-saving
non-use position and a projecting use position.

[0006] This object is attained according to the inven-
tion by the provision of a movable seat for a shower cu-
bicle or the like incorporating the characteristics set forth
in the appended claims.

[0007] The characteristics and advantages of the in-
vention will become more clearly evident from the fol-
lowing description, given by way of example with refer-
ence to the accompanying drawings, wherein:
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fig. 1 shows a diagrammatic top plan view of parts of
a shower cubicle provided with a seat accord-
ing to the invention, the latter being shown in
its projecting use position,

shows a sectional view taken along the line Il
in fig. 1,

shows a view similar to fig. 1, with the seat in
its space-saving non-use position, and

shows a view similar to fig. 2, with the seat in
its non-use position.

fig. 2
fig. 3

fig. 4

[0008] With reference to the drawings, the seat ac-
cording to the invention is preferably, although not ex-
clusively, intended for use with a shower cubicle com-
bined with a bath tub or a hydromassage tub having an
internal wall partially shown and generally indicated at
5in figs. 1 and 3.

[0009] The shower cubicle generally has an internal
wall surface which may in top plan view substantially co-
incide with the internal wall surface 5 of the tub, and a
substantially vertical wall 6 extending upwards from the
rim of the tub (or from the rim of a not shown base plate
of a shower cubicle not provided with a tub). The struc-
ture as awhole is provided with a support frame 7 having
attached thereto, in a substantially conventional man-
ner, the tub (if provided), the wall 6 of the cubicle, and
optionally provided exterior covering walls 8, 9.

[0010] The vertical wall 6 is formed with at least one
recessed portion 10, preferably at the location of a cor-
ner of the shower cubicle (and of the tub) for optimum
use of the space available. In addition, wall 6 is prefer-
ably extended downwards with a wall portion 11 of sub-
stantially C-shaped cross-section (figs. 2 and 4). Wall
portion 11 is secured to the bottom side of frame 7 and
has a substantially horizontal planar top 12 extending
into recessed portion 10, and a front face 13 merging
into the wall surface 5 of the shower cubicle.

[0011] Inthe example described, front face 13 is pref-
erably of convex configuration as illustrated in figs. 1 and
3, it may also, however, of concave shape or substan-
tially coincide with the internal wall surface portion 5 of
the shower cubicle. The recessed portion 10 of wall 6 is
preferably likewise of curvilinear configuration, but may
obviously be of any other suitable shape if so required.
[0012] The movable seat according to the invention is
basically composed of a substantially planar seat por-
tion 14 preferably covered with a padding material and
provided at an eccentric position with a pin 15 extending
downwards therefrom to be freely received in a mount-
ing sleeve 16 with the interposition of a bearing collar
18. Sleeve 16 is secured to frame 7, for instance by
means of struts 17 fixedly connected thereto. Bearing
collar 18 is disposed between the seat portion 14 and
the horizontal top plane 12, and preferably made of a
low-friction plastic material.

[0013] The contours of seat portion 14 are preferably
of irregular curvilinear configuration as shown in figs. 1
and 3, but may of course be given any other suitable
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shapes as required. In any case, the eccentric position-
ing of the swivel pin 15 according to the invention per-
mits the seat portion 14 to freely swivel between an an-
gular use position in which it projects forward beyond
the wall surface 5 of the shower cubicle (fig. 1), and an
angular non-use position (fig. 3), in which it is received
in the recessed portion 10 of wall 6 and does substan-
tially not project beyond wall surface 5 to result in min-
imum obstruction.

[0014] As shown in fig. 3, the contours of seat portion
14 in its non-use position substantially coincide with
front face 13 and with those of the recessed portion 10
of wall 6.

[0015] The seat portion 14 can be readily dismounted,
as for being cleaned, by simply extracting swivel pin 15
from sleeve 16.

[0016] The described movable seat may of course un-
dergo numerous modifications within the purview of the
invention.

[0017] It is thus possible to provide (preferably be-
tween swivel pin 15 and mounting sleeve 16) resilient
stop means (known per se and indicated at 19 in figs. 2
and 4) acting to resiliently lock the seat portion 14 in its
use and non-use positions to thereby further facilitate
the use of the seat.

[0018] Similarly, the swivel pin 15 and mounting
sleeve 16 may be formed with complementary screw
threads permitting the user to adjust the height of the
seat by simple rotation.

[0019] Itis finally to be understood that the seat may
be mounted for excentric swivelling about an axis other
than the vertical one shown in the drawings. To this pur-
pose pin 15 may for instance be mounted horizontally.

Claims

1. A shower cubicle with a shower seat, said shower
seat comprising a seat portion adapted to be adjust-
ed within the shower cubicle between a substantial-
ly retracted non-use position and a use position in
which it projects beyond an internal front wall sur-
face (5) of the cubicle, said seat portion (14) being
adjustable between said non-use and use positions
by swivelling about a swivel pin (15) within the
shower cubicle, characterized in that said swivel
pin (15) extends eccentrically from the seat portion
(14) and in that in said non-use position, said seat
portion being received in a recessed portion (10) in
a corner of said shower cubicle.

2. Ashower cubicle, according to Claim 1, character-
ized in that, said swivel pin extends vertically
downwards from said seat portion (14) within the
cubicle.

3. Ashower cubicle, according to Claim 1, character-
ized in that the recessed portion (10) is of concave
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configuration, and said seat portion being provided
with a convex front face (13) to be received by said
concave portion in the non-use position.

4. A shower cubicle, according to one of the preceidng

claims, characterized in that said swivel pin (15)
is freely extractably received in a mounting sleeve
(16) fixedly connected to a support frame (7, 17) of
the shower cubicle.

5. A shower cubicle, according to any one of the pre-
ceding claims, characterized in that a resilient
stop means (19) is provided for releasably locking
said seat portion (14) in said use or non-use posi-
tions.

6. A shower cubicle, according to any one of the pre-
ceding claims, characterized in that said eccentric
swivel pin (15) and said mounting sleeve (16) are
formed with complementary screw threads permit-
ting the height of said seat portion (14) to be verti-
cally adjusted.

Patentanspriiche

1. Duschkabine mit einem Duschsitz, wobei der
Duschsitz einen Sitzabschnitt umfasst, der inner-
halb der Duschkabine zwischen einer im Wesentli-
chen zuriickgenommenen Nichtbenutzungspositi-
on und einer Benutzungsposition eingestellt wer-
den kann, in der er Uber eine inneren vorderen
Wandflache (5) der Kabine hervorsteht, wobei der
Sitzabschnitt (14) zwischen der Nichtbenutzungs-
und Benutzungsposition durch Verschwenken um
einen Schwenkzapfen (15) innerhalb der Duschka-
bine einstellbar ist, dadurch gekennzeichnet,
dass sich der Schwenkzapfen (15) exzentrisch von
dem Sitzabschnitt (14) aus erstreckt und dass der
Sitzabschnitt in der Nichtbenutzungsposition in ei-
nem vertieften Abschnitt (10) in einer Ecke der
Duschkabine aufgenommen ist.

2. Duschkabine nach Anspruch 1, dadurch gekenn-
zeichnet, dass sich der Schwenkzapfen vertikal
nach unten von dem Sitzabschnitt (14) innerhalb
der Kabine aus erstreckt.

3. Duschkabine nach Anspruch 1, dadurch gekenn-
zeichnet, dass der vertiefte Abschnitt (10) eine
konkave Ausbildung aufweist und der Sitzabschnitt
mit einer konvexen Vorderseite (13) versehen ist,
um von dem konkaven Abschnitt in der Nichtbenut-
zungsposition aufgenommen zu werden.

4. Duschkabine nach einem der vorhergehenden An-

spriche, dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass der
Schwenkzapfen (15) frei entfernbar in einer Befe-
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stigungshiilse (16) aufgenommen ist, die mit einem
Tragrahmen (7, 17) der Duschkabine fest verbun-
den ist.

Duschkabine nach einem der vorhergehenden An-
spriche, dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass eine ela-
stische Anschlageinrichtung (19) vorgesehen ist,
um den Sitzabschnitt (14) in der Benutzungs- oder
Nichtbenutzungsposition l6sbar zu verriegeln.

Duschkabine nach einem der vorhergehenden An-
spriche, dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass der ex-
zentrische Schwenkzapfen (15) und die Befesti-
gungshilse (16) mit komplementaren Schrauben-
gewinden gebildet sind, die es ermdglichen, die Ho-
he des Sitzabschnitts (14) vertikal einzustellen.

Revendications

Cabine de douche munie d'un siege de douche, le-
dit siege de douche comportant une partie d'assise
adaptée pour étre ajustée dans la cabine de douche
entre une position de non-usage sensiblement ré-
tractée, et une position d'usage dans laquelle elle
fait saillie au-dela d'une surface de paroi avant in-
terne (5) de la cabine, ladite partie d'assise (14)
pouvant étre ajustée entre lesdites positions de
non-usage et d'usage en pivotant autour d'un axe
de pivotement (15) situé a I'intérieur de la cabine de
douche, caractérisé en ce que ledit axe de pivote-
ment (15) s'étend de maniére excentrée a partir de
la partie d'assise (14), et en ce que dans ladite po-
sition de non-usage, ladite partie d'assise est regue
dans une partie évidée (10) située dans un coin de
la cabine de douche.

Cabine de douche selon la revendication 1, carac-
térisée en ce que ledit axe de pivotement s'étend
verticalement vers le bas a partir de ladite partie
d'assise (14) a l'intérieur de la cabine.

Cabine de douche selon la revendication 1, carac-
térisée en ce que la partie évidée (10) a une con-
figuration concave, et ladite partie d'assise est mu-
nie d'une face avant convexe (13) devant étre regue
par ladite partie concave dans la position de non-
usage.

Cabine de douche selon I'une quelconque des re-
vendications précédentes, caractérisée en ce que
ledit axe de pivotement (15) est regu librement, de
maniére a pouvoir étre extrait, dans un manchon de
montage (16) connecté de maniere fixe a un chas-
sis de support (7, 17) de la cabine de douche.

Cabine de douche selon I'une quelconque des re-
vendications précédentes, caractérisée en ce que
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des moyens d'arrét élastiques (19) sont fournis pour
verrouiller de maniére libérable ladite partie d'assi-
se (14) dans lesdites positions d'usage et de non-
usage.

Cabine de douche selon I'une quelconque des re-
vendications précédentes, caractérisée en ce que
ledit axe de pivotement excentré (15) et ledit man-
chon de montage (16) sont munis de filets complé-
mentaires, qui permettent d'ajuster verticalement la
hauteur de ladite partie d'assise (14).
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