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(54)  Packaging 

(57)  Packaging,  characterized  in  that  it  consists  of  a 
set,  formed  by  a  box-shaped  packaging  element  (1)  and 
one  or  more  supplementary  transformable  elements  (2- 
3-4)  which  can  co-operate  with  the  box-shaped  packag- 
ing  element  (1)  and  which  allow  to  give  one  or  more 
additional  functions  to  the  packaging  element  (1). 
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Description 

This  invention  relates  to  a  packaging. 
It  is  known  that  a  great  number  of  packaging  ele- 

ments  serve  only  one  purpose,  namely  the  packaging  of 
the  concerned  goods  until  these  goods  are  brought  into 
service. 

The  invention  aims  at  a  packaging  which  is  useful 
for  different  purposes. 

To  this  end  the  invention  relates  to  a  packaging 
which  is  composed  of  a  set,  formed  by  a  box-shaped 
packaging  element  and  one  or  more  supplementary 
transformable  elements  which  can  co-operate  with  the 
box-shaped  packaging  element  and  which  allow  to  give 
one  or  more  additional  functions  to  the  packaging  ele- 
ment. 

It  is  clear  that  a  similar  packaging  offers  the  advan- 
tage  that  the  materials  used  therein  are  more  usefully 
applied,  because  the  box-shaped  packaging  element  is 
not  just  thrown  away  anymore. 

This  packaging  also  offers  the  advantage  that,  by 
this  extra  dimension  which  is  given  to  it,  not  only  the 
goods,  packed  in  it,  appeal  to  the  public,  but  also  the 
packaging  itself,  which  is  a  supplementary  selling  argu- 
ment 

By  the  fact  that  the  supplementary  elements  are 
transformable,  the  advantage  is  obtained  that  these 
supplementary  elements  do  not  necessarily  need  much 
space.  In  a  preferred  embodiment,  these  elements  will 
be  foldable,  more  particularly  can  be  laid  down  in  one 
plane  in  such  a  way  that  they  need  little  or  no  space  at 
all. 

More  particularly,  it  is  preferred  that  the  supplemen- 
tary  elements,  laid  in  a  flat  plane,  folded  or  not,  show 
dimensions  which  are  of  such  a  nature  that  in  this  situa- 
tion  these  elements  fit  into  the  box-shaped  packaging 
element  and  can  be  laid  down  on  the  bottom  of  the  box- 
shaped  packaging  element  and  thus  under  the  packed 
material. 

According  to  a  variant  the  supplementary  elements 
can  be  separately  delivered  together  with  the  packaging 
element,  for  example  wrapped  in  a  foil. 

The  invention  is  particularly  useful  in  combination 
with  shoe  boxes  and  wine  crates,  although  other  appli- 
cations  are  not  excluded. 

The  above-mentioned  supplementary  transforma- 
ble  elements  preferably  consist  of  means  which  allow,  in 
combination  with  the  said  box-shaped  packaging  ele- 
ment,  to  realize  a  multifunctional  self  constructed  filing 
system,  whereby  the  box-shaped  element,  for  example 
put  on  its  side  wall,  forms  a  cabinet.  More  particularly  it 
is  preferred  that  these  transformable  elements  consist 
of  at  least  one  element  which  can  be  transformed  into  a 
shelf  which  fits  into  the  box-shaped  packaging  element, 
and  more  elements  which  can  be  transformed  into  filing 
trays  which  can  then  be  put  into  the  filing  system  which 
is  realized  by  means  of  the  shelf  and  which  can  be  used 
as  drawers. 

In  order  to  better  show  the  characteristics  of  this 

invention,  some  preferred  embodiments  are  described 
hereafter,  as  examples  without  any  limitative  character, 
with  reference  to  the  accompanying  drawings  in  which  : 

5  figure  1  represents  a  box-shaped  packaging  ele- 
ment  from  a  packaging  according  to  the  invention; 
figures  2  to  4  represent  supplementary  transforma- 
ble  elements  which  among  others  can  constitute  a 
set  with  the  box-shaped  packaging  element  of  fig- 

10  ure  1  ; 
figures  5  and  6  represent  how  an  element  from  fig- 
ure  2  can  be  folded  and  can  be  installed  in  the  box- 
shaped  packaging  element; 
figures  7  and  8  represent  how  the  elements  of  f  ig- 

15  ures  3  and  4  can  be  assembled  by  folding; 
figure  9  represents  the  obtained  unit  after  assem- 
bling  of  the  elements  represented  in  figures  2  to  8; 
figure  10  represents  one  more  application  of  the 
elements  represented  in  figures  1  ,  3  and  4; 

20  figures  1  1  and  1  2  represent  an  underneath  view  of 
the  unfolded  and  folded  situation  of  a  variant  of  the 
box-shaped  packaging  element  represented  in  fig- 
ure  1. 

25  As  represented  in  figures  1  to  4  the  packaging 
according  to  this  invention  consists  of  a  set,  which  is 
formed  by  a  box-shaped  packaging  element  1  and  one 
or  more  supplementary  transformable  elements  which 
can  co-operate  with  the  box-shaped  packaging  element 

30  1  ,  three  of  which,  2-3-4  respectively,  are  represented  in 
figures  2  to  4. 

As  represented  in  the  example,  the  box-shaped 
packaging  element  can  consist  of  a  shoe  box,  which  can 
commonly  be  provided  with  a  cover  5. 

35  The  elements  2-3-4  consist  of  foldable  elements 
and  are  for  example  made  of  a  flat  plate  of  cardboard, 
for  example  of  the  same  material  as  the  box-shaped 
element  1  . 

The  represented  element  2  is  of  such  a  nature  that, 
40  by  folding  the  latter  such  as  represented  in  figure  5  and 

subsequently  putting  it  in  the  box-shaped  packaging 
element  1  such  as  represented  in  figure  6,  a  shelf  6  is 
realized. 

Preferably  and  with  the  aim  to  give  the  shelf  6  some 
45  stability,  the  element  2  is  made  of  a  rectangular  plate 

provided  at  the  two  cross  cut  extremities  with  notches  7- 
8  which  extend  according  to  the  longitudinal  center  line 
of  the  above-mentioned  rectangle,  in  such  a  way  that 
the  flaps  9-10  and  11-12  formed  along  both  sides  of 

so  these  notches  7-8  by  folding  them  outwardly,  constitute 
supports  for  the  shelf  6,  and  in  such  a  way  that  the  plane 
laid  in  between  can  be  folded  double.  Hereby  the  parts 
1  3  and  1  4  of  this  plane  become  positioned  one  above 
the  other,  so  that  the  bearing  capacity  of  the  shelf  6  is 

55  increased. 
It  is  further  preferred  that  the  element  2  is  provided 

with  the  necessary  folding  lines  15,  which  are  formed 
either  by  perforations,  by  impression  or  in  any  other  way. 

The  elements  3  and  4  are  of  such  a  nature  that  they 
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can  be  transformed  into  small  filing  trays  yq  16-17,  by 
folding  them  such  as  represented  in  figures  7  and  8. 

As  represented  in  figure  9,  the  set  can  comprise  yet 
other  elements  which  allow  in  this  case  to  realize  still 
more  filing  trays  18-19-20-21  ,  preferably  also  from  a  flat  s 
plate,  whereby  these  filing  trays  can  have  the  same 
shape  or  not. 

The  concerned  elements  from  which  these  filing 
trays  16-21  can  be  formed,  including  the  said  elements 
3-4,  are  also  provided  with  the  necessary  folding  lines  to 
22. 

The  folding  lines  15  and  22  can  also  exclusively 
consist  of  markings  such  as  lines  which  are  printed  on 
the  concerned  elements. 

The  elements  to  be  folded  can  be  locked  in  folded  ts 
position  by  means  of  lips  23  which  fit  into  openings  24. 

The  filing  trays  can  be  fully  closed  at  their  front  wall 
25,  such  as  it  is  the  case  for  the  filing  trays  1  6  and  1  9,  or 
partly  open,  such  as  is  the  case  in  the  represented  filing 
trays  17,  18,  20  and  21.  Preferably  the  unit  contains  at  20 
least  a  number  of  filing  trays  whereby,  such  as  in  the 
represented  stow  filing  trays  17,  18  and  20,  only 
extends  partly  over  the  total  height  and  whereby  the  free 
edges  26-27  of  the  side  walls  slantingly  run  upwards 
towards  the  back.  25 

The  filing  trays  can  also  be  provided  with  a  grip, 
either  in  the  form  of  a  recess  28  or  of  an  opening  29. 

According  to  yet  another  possibility  this  grip  can 
also  consist  of  a  lip  or  similar  applied  at  the  front  wall  25. 

The  filing  trays  1  6-21  act  as  drawers.  30 
In  the  most  preferred  embodiment  the  set  prefera- 

bly  comprises  one  shelf  6  and  sixfiling  trays  16-21, 
which  can  be  positioned  in  two  rows  of  three,  one  above 
the  other. 

Preferably  the  filing  trays  16  to  21  fully  or  almost  35 
fully  fill  in  the  space  present  between  the  side  wall  30 
functioning  as  a  bottom  board  of  the  box-shaped  pack- 
aging  element  1  and  the  shelf  6,  on  the  one  hand,  and 
between  the  shelf  6  and  the  side  wall  31  acting  as  an 
upper  board  of  the  box-shaped  packaging  element  1  ,  on  to 
the  other  hand. 

According  to  a  variant,  the  filing  trays  can  have  a 
lesser  height.  According  to  yet  another  variant  there  is 
no  shelf  6  present  and  use  is  made  of  extra  deep  f  ilinmg 
trays,  for  example  of  three  trays  which  are  twice  as  high  45 
as  the  filing  trays  16  to  21  in  figure  9. 

As  represented  in  figure  10,  similar  filing  trays,  for 
example  16-17-19-21,  possibly  in  combination  with  the 
box-shaped  packaging  element  1  ,  can  also  be  used  as 
display  elements  for  shop-windows,  in  this  case  to  dis-  so 
play  shoes  32. 

As  represented  in  figures  11  and  12  the  box- 
shaped  packaging  element  1  need  not  necessarily  be  of 
a  specific  form,  such  as  is  the  case  in  figure  1  ,  but  a  box- 
shaped  packaging  element  1  ,  of  a  foldable  type,  can  as  55 
well  be  envisaged.  The  accompanying  cover,  not  repre- 
sented  in  the  figures,  can  also  be  foldable. 

It  is  clear  that  this  invention  is  not  limited  to  shoe 
boxes  nor  to  transformable  elements,  which  only  allow 

23  A1  4 

to  form  filing  trays. 
The  box-shaped  packaging  element  can  indeed  be 

of  whatever  nature  and  material.  For  example,  this 
invention  is  also  useful  in  the  case  of  wooden  wine 
crates. 

It  is  hereby  observed  that,  departing  from  shoe 
boxes,  a  unit  is  obtained  which  is  particularly  appropri- 
ate  to  be  built  out  as  a  filing  system  for  domestic  and 
office  purposes,  whereas  departing  from  a  wine  crate,  a 
unit  is  obtained  which  is  more  appropriate  as  a  filing 
system  for  do-it-yourselfers,  to  put  away  screws  and  the 
like. 

As  explained,  the  said  supplementary  transforma- 
ble  elements  can  be  foldable,  although,  according  to 
variants  use  can  also  be  made  of  elements  which  are 
each  composed  of  different  hingedly  connected  parts  or 
of  different  separate  parts  which  have  to  be  fitted  one 
into  the  other,  or  possibly  screwed  and/or  glued  one  to 
the  other. 

In  combination  with  a  box-shaped  packaging  ele- 
ment  1  which  is  formed  by  a  shoe  box,  preferably  the 
supplementary  transformable  element  will  also  be  of 
cardboard. 

With  regard  to  the  shelf  6,  and  if  needed  also  for  the 
elements  which  form  the  filing  trayus  16-21  ,  use  can  be 
made  of  relatively  thin  corrugated  cardboard  or  other 
relative  stiff  cardboard,  with  the  aim  to  realize  a  unit 
which  is  sufficiently  resistant  against  bending.  The 
height  of  the  lips  23  can  then  be  restricted  to  the  thick- 
ness  of  the  corrugated  cardboard,  in  such  a  way  that- 
they  do  not  protrude  from  the  openings  24  when 
assembled  and  consequently  cannot  hinder. 

Other  ideal  materials  for  similar  elements  are  syn- 
thetic  material,  metal  en  wood.  Wood  is  particularly  indi- 
cated  in  the  case  that  the  packaging  element  is  a  crate. 

The  whole  can  be  provided  with  printing  or  covered 
with  a  printed  layer,  with  for  example  heavy  coloured 
patterns,  so  that  the  filing  system  is  obtained  for  putting 
away  stationary  and  similar  which  is  particularly  appro- 
priate  for  children. 

The  article  according  to  the  invention  is  an  ideal 
promotional  article.  Indeed,  the  filing  trays  or  similar  can 
be  provided  with  a  trade  mark  or  logo. 

It  is  clear  that  also  use  can  be  made  of  supplemen- 
tary  transformable  elements  which  can  have  functions 
other  than  the  assembling  of  filing  trays. 

The  delivery  of  the  unit  can  be  accompanied  by 
linking  and/or  positioning  means,  for  example  stitching 
means  such  as  self-adhesive  strips,  joining  pins,  etc. 
The  packaging  element  and  the  supplementary  ele- 
ments  can  also  be  provided  with  protrusions  or 
recesses  that  fit  in  each  other 

The  present  invention  is  in  no  way  limited  to  the 
embodiments  described  as  an  example  and  repre- 
sented  in  the  figures,  but  a  similar  packaging  can  be 
realized  in  different  forms  and  dimension  without  leav- 
ing  the  scope  of  the  invention. 

EP  0  779  223  A1 

3 



5 EP  0  779  223  A1 6 

Claims 

1  .  Packaging,  characterized  in  that  it  consists  of  a  set, 
formed  by  a  box-shaped  packaging  element  (1)  and 
one  or  more  supplementary  transformable  ele-  s 
ments  (2-3-4)  which  can  co-operate  with  the  box- 
shaped  packaging  element  (1)  and  which  allow  to 
give  one  or  more  additional  functions  to  the  packag- 
ing  element  (1). 

11 
2.  Packaging  according  to  claim  1,  characterized  in 

that  the  box-shaped  packaging  element  (1)  consists 
of  a  shoe  box. 

3.  Packaging  according  to  claim  1,  characterized  in  n 
that  the  box-shaped  packaging  element  (1)  consists 
of  a  wine  crate,  preferably  made  of  wood. 

4.  Packaging  according  to  any  one  of  the  preceding 
claims,  characterized  in  that  the  supplementary  2t 
transformable  elements  (2-3-4)  consist  of  foldable 
elements. 

bending  them  outwardly,  constitute  supports  for  the 
shelf  (6)  and  in  such  a  way  that  the  plane  in 
between  can  be  folded  double. 

11.  Packaging  according  to  any  one  of  the  preceding 
claims,  characterized  in  that  it  comprises  elements 
(2-3-4)  which  can  be  transformed  into  filing  trays 
(16-17-18-19-20-21)  in  the  form  of  drawers. 

12.  Packaging  according  to  claim  11,  characterized  in 
that  it  comprises  a  number  of  filing  trays  (16-17-18- 
19-20-21)  whereby  one  or  more  of  these  filing  trays 
have  one  or  more  of  the  following  characteristics  : 

a  front  side  (25)  extending  over  the  full  height  of 
the  filing  tray  (16-19); 
a  front  side  (25)  extending  only  partly  over  the 
height  of  the  filing  trays  (17-18-20-21); 
side  walls  with  edges  running  slantingly 
upwards  towards  the  back  (26-27); 

-  a  front  side  (25)  to  which  a  grip  (28-29)  is 
applied. 

15 

5.  Packaging  according  to  any  one  of  the  preceding 
claims,  characterized  in  that  the  supplementary  25 
transformable  elements  (2-3-4)  can  be  laid  together 
when  flat. 

6.  Packaging  according  to  claim  5,  characterized  in 
that  the  supplementary  transformable  elements  (2-  30 
3-4),  laid  in  a  flat  plane,  folded  or  not,  have  dimen- 
sions  of  such  a  nature  that  these  elements  (2-3-4) 
fit  into  the  box-shaped  packaging  (1). 

7.  Packaging  according  to  any  one  of  the  preceding  35 
claims,  characterized  in  that  the  supplementary 
transformable  elements  (2-3-4)  consist  of  card- 
board,  wood  or  synthetic  material. 

13.  Packaging  according  to  any  one  of  the  preceding 
claims,  characterized  in  that  it  is  provided  with  sup- 
plementary  transformable  elements  (2-3-4)  which 
allow  to  transform  the  box-shaped  element  (1)  into 
a  filing  cabinet  with  two  rows  of  three  filing  trays 
(16-17-18-19-20-21). 

14.  Packaging  according  to  any  one  of  the  preceding 
claims,  characterized  in  that  it  comprises  supple- 
mentary  transformable  elements  which  form  dis- 
play  elements  for  shop-windows. 

8.  Packaging  according  to  any  one  of  the  preceding  40 
claims,  characterized  in  that  the  supplementary 
transformable  elements  (2-3-4)  consist  of  means 
which,  in  combination  with  the  said  box-shaped 
packaging  element  (1),  form  a  multifunctional  self 
contructed  filing  system,  whereby  the  box-shaped  45 
packaging  element  (1)  acts  as  a  cabinet. 

9.  Packaging  according  to  claim  8,  characterized  in 
that  it  contains  an  element  (2)  which,  by  folding  it, 
forms  a  shelf  (6)  which  fits  into  the  box-shaped  ele-  so 
ment  (1). 

10.  Packaging  according  to  claim  9,  characterized  in 
that  the  said  element  (2)  consists  of  a  rectangular 
plate  provided  at  the  two  cross  cut  extremities  with  55 
notches  (7-8)  which  extend  according  to  the  longi- 
tudinally  directed  center  line  of  the  said  rectangle, 
in  such  a  way  that  the  flaps  (9-10  and  11-12) 
formed  along  the  sides  of  these  notches  (7-8),  by 

4 



EP  0  779  223  A1 

5 



EP  0  779  223  A1 



EP  0  779  223  A1 

J  European  Patent 
Office 

EUROPEAN  SEARCH  REPORT Application  Number 
EP  96  20  3469 

DOCUMENTS  CONSIDERED  TO  BE  RELEVANT 

Category Citation  of  document  with  indication,  where  appropriate, 
of  relevant  passages 

Relevant 
to  claim 

CLASSIFICATION  OF  THE 
APPLICATION  (In«.CI.6) 

X 

X 

US  4  000  811  A  (HARDISON  JERRY  C  ET  AL)  4 
January  1977 
*  column  2,  line  41  -  column  3,  line  9; 
figures  * 

DE  19  27  329  A  (SARA,  CEFERINO  POLO)  4 
December  1969 
*  page  4,  paragraph  1  -  page  6,  line  4; 
figures  * 

US  4  127  304  A  (GARDNER  JEFFREY  M)  28 
November  1978 
*  the  whole  document  * 

US  2  904  382  A  (MITTEN)  15  September  1959 

*  column  2,  line  6  -  column  3,  line  10; 
figures  * 

US  2  308  177  A  (JONES)  12  January  1943 
*  the  whole  document  * 

US  1  691  533  A  (STEVENS)  13  November  1928 
*  the  whole  document  * 

The  present  search  report  has  been  drawn  up  for  all  claims 

1-14 

1,4-10 

1,4-7 

I,  4 -9 ,  
II,  14 

1 

1.2 

B65D5/48 

TECHNICAL  FIELDS 
SEARCHED  (bt.CI.6) 

B65D 

Place  of  search 
BERLIN 

Dale  of  auepletloa  of  the  sextk 
27  February  1997 

Exantaer 
Olsson,  B 

CATEGORY  OF  CITED  DOCUMENTS 
X  :  particularly  relevant  if  taken  alone Y  :  particularly  relevant  if  combined  with  another 

document  of  the  same  category A  :  technological  background O  :  non-written  disclosure 
P  :  intermediate  document 

T  :  theory  or  principle  underlying  the  invention E  :  earlier  patent  document,  but  published  on,  or after  the  filing  date 
D  :  document  cited  in  the  application L  :  document  cited  for  other  reasons 
&  :  member  of  the  same  patent  family,  corresponding document 

7 


	bibliography
	description
	claims
	drawings
	search report

