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Description

This patent application concerns a vase for the
preservation of flowers after picking and during storage,
delivery and sale.

The item in question, which has no precedent state
ofthe art in any way similar, was designed for the precise
purpose of resolving a very difficult problem for flower
farmers, namely that of preserving flowers for the time
after picking to their arrival at the florists.

To date the cut flowers have always been packaged
horizontally in large cardboard boxes in which they are
transported.

Regardless of how short the transport may be, it is
quite obvious that flowers packaged in this way will re-
main for at least some time without water, whereas it is
just as evident that in order to preserve cut flowers their
stalks must be kept in water.

Consequently flowers which are stored and trans-
ported in this way often reach destination in a precarious
state of preservation, and are no longer very fresh.

As mentioned above, the purpose of the invention
in question is to find a serious solution to this problem;
more precisely, the invention is the first item known that
allows keeping flower stalks immersed in water from the
time it is picked to the time the florist delivers it to the
end purchaser.

The all plastic moulded vase according to the inven-
tion consists of two different components which are as-
sembled securely together: a container for the water in
which the flower stalks are immersed and an upper lid
having external circular cavities whose purpose is not
only to support the flower corollas but to protect them
from jolting.

In particular, the above bottom container has a sub-
stantially upside down truncated pyramid shape even if
in fact the bottom area has a deep upside down "V"
shaped centre groove running upwards from the bottom
which permits forming two separate legs on said con-
tainer, which also have an upside down truncated pyra-
mid shape.

This feature is designed to reduce the internal vol-
ume of the container in question and consequently limit
its weight once it is filled with water.

During use, said container is filled only in part, in
other words only up to the above two legs so as to im-
prove its self stabilising capacity in view of the fact that
in this way most of the weight is concentrated towards
the supporting base.

The fact that the items is designed so that the water
occupies only the volume inside the two legs of the con-
tainer in question ensures less splashing and reduces
accidental loss of water - during handling and delivery
of the item according to the invention.

The reduced weight of the container as well as its
excellent self-stabilising capacity are particularly appre-
ciable features, especially during transport.

The lid of the vase in question features a truncated
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pyramid structure on whose walls the above circular
cavities are realised at different height which ensures
that the item in question can contain a large number of
flowers.

In particular, each of said cavities has a hole on the
bottom in which the cut flower stalk is pushed until the
corolla of the flower is completely housed in its respec-
tive cavity.

During this operation the flower stalk slides gradu-
ally into the lid until it is completely immersed in the wa-
ter in the container below with which the lid in question
is joined securely.

It is obvious that once the flower has been housed
in the vase in question, the same may be stored before
shipment, delivered or even displayed for retail sale pur-
poses, without the need for any further precautions in
thatthe vase according to the invention not only ensures
that the stalk has water at all times but also that the flow-
eras a whole is correctly supported in an almost vertical
position while its corolla is protected entirely.

In addition, to facilitate transport, the vase in ques-
tion is designed to abut securely next to other vases of
the same type in order to optimise storage, thereby sav-
ing space and ensuring that the vases support each oth-
er against jolting that inevitably occurs during transport.

In order to further optimise storage of the new item
according to the invention, the same is designed so that
each vase may be stacked very securely on another
identical vase thanks to a vertical edge projecting down-
wards around the bottom wall of the two legs of the con-
tainer, said edge being capable of clasping the top of
the truncated pyramid shaped lid beneath the item.

In this regard, it should be mentioned that if it is not
necessary to stack the vases, the above edge acts as
the actual supporting base of the vase according to the
invention.

For major clarity the description according to the in-
vention continues with reference to the enclosed draw-
ings which are intended for purposes of illustration and
not in a limiting sense, whereby:

- figure 1 is a half view and half cross-section of an
example of the item in question;

- figure 2 is a cross-section - with partial illustration -
of two examples of the vase according to the inven-
tion in stacked position.

With reference to the enclosed figures, the new
vase in question which is moulded in plastic consists of
acontainer (1) and an upper lid (2) which can be assem-
bled together securely. In particular, container (1) con-
sists of a hollow upside down truncated pyramid shaped
body having a deep upside down "V" shaped groove at
the centre which gives rise to two identical legs (1a) also
having an upside truncated pyramid shape, featuring re-
spective vertical edges (3) projecting downwards along
the perimeter of the bottom wall.

The mouth of said container (1) features an "L"
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shaped perimeter edge (4) whose vertical wing (4a) is
turned upwards; on this same edge (4) but more inter-
nally with respect to the above vertical wing (4a) there
are various elastic pins (5) with widened head (5a) hav-
ing a centre diametric notch (5b).

The lid (2) consists of a hollow truncated pyramid
shaped body; the upper horizontal wall (2a) of said lid
having a surface which is identical to that of the bottom
area of the container (1), while its wide bottom aperture
has a surface area almost identical to that of the mouth
of the container below (1).

Around said aperture, a horizontal projecting edge
(6) is provided, which, during assembly of the two com-
ponents of the vase in question - positions itself exactly
above the horizontal wing of the above "L" shaped edge
(4) around the mouth of container (1) and fits precisely
in the vertical wing (4a) of the same (4).

In addition, said perimeter edge (6) of lid (2) fea-
tures a series of through holes (7) in which the pins (5)
projecting vertically from the perimeter edge (4) of con-
tainer (1) snap fit into place.

The coupling between the pins (5) and the holes (7)
make the coupling between the container (1) and the lid
(2) particularly stable; said coupling is however easily
released when separating the two components of the
vase according to the invention, simply by pulling the lid
(2) upwards firmly.

An alternative closing system between the lid and
the container to that described above could also consist
of a series of press studs positioned appropriately be-
tween the two components.

With regard to said lid (2), the same features a se-
ries of cavities (8) on its two side walls for housing the
corollas, featuring holes (8a) on the bottom into which
the flower stalks are pushed.

Figure 2 shows how two vases according to the in-
vention are stacked; the vertical edge (3) realised along
the perimeter of the bottom of the container (1) of the
vase above, holds the upper area of the lid (2) of the
underlying vase.

Claims

1. Avaseforpreserving flower after picking and during
storage, delivery and sales characterised in that the
same consists of:

- acontainer (1) moulded in plastic consisting of
a hollow upside down truncated pyramid
shaped casing, having at the centre a deep up-
side down "V" running upwards which gives rise
to two identical legs (1a) also featuring an up-
side down truncated pyramid shape, having re-
spective vertical edges (3) projecting down-
wards along the perimeter edge of the bottom
wall; moreover said container (1) also features
at its mouth an "L" shaped perimeter edge (4)
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with vertical wing (4a) turned upwards;

- alid (2) moulded in plastic consisting of a hol-
low truncated pyramid shape having a series of
almost circular cavities (8) on its two side walls,
featuring respective holes (8a); said lid (2) be-
ing fitted with an upper horizontal wall (2a)
whose surface area is identical to that of the
bottom area of the container (1) and a bottom
aperture whose surface area is almost identical
to that of the mouth of the underlying container
(1), which has a horizontal edge (6) along the
perimeter whose width is almost identical to
that of the horizontal wing of the edge (4)
around the mouth of the container (1); said hor-
izontal edge (6) running along the mouth of lid
(2) and on the horizontal wing of edge (4) along
the mouth of container (1) feature means which
ensure a secure coupling between the lid (2)
and the container (1) of the item according to
the invention.

A vase for preserving flowers after picking and dur-
ing storage, delivery and sale according to claim 1,
characterised in that the means for the stable cou-
pling of the lid (2) on the underlying container (1)
consist of a series of elastic pins (5) having widened
head (5a) and diametric notch (5b) realised during
the same moulding phase and with the same mate-
rial on the horizontal wing of the edge (4) running
around the mouth of the container (1), which are ca-
pable of snap fitting into a corresponding series of
through holes (7) realised on the horizontal edge (6)
around the mouth of lid (2).

A vase for preserving flowers after picking and dur-
ing storage, delivery and sale according to claim 1
characterised in a preferred embodiment of the in-
vention in that the means for the secure coupling of
the lid (2) on the underlying container (1) consist of
a series of press studs whose components are re-
alised in part on the horizontal wing of the edge (4)
around the mouth of the container (1) and in part on
the horizontal edge (6) around the mouth of the lid

(2)-
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