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(54)  Character  recognition  apparatus  and  method 

(57)  Clusters  (a,  b,  c,  d,  e,  f)  are  generated  by  clus- 
tering  the  feature  vectors  of  input  characters.  Clusters 
(d)  which  are  likely  to  contain  misrecognized  characters 
are  not  integrated  into  other  clusters.  If  there  is  a  char- 
acter  that  is  determined  to  be  likely  to  have  been  mis- 

recognized  and  if  there  is  a  cluster  (a)  belonging  to  an- 
other  character  category  having  similar  feature  vectors, 
then  that  input  character  is  integrated  into  the  similar 
cluster  and  the  character  category  of  that  input  charac- 
ter  is  changed  into  the  character  category  of  the  similar 
cluster  (change  category  from  4  to  2). 
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