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(54)  Image  recording  apparatus  provided  with  a  discharger  for  removing  charges  from  recording 
medium 

(57)  An  image  recording  apparatus  includes  a  trans- 
port  unit  (22)  for  conveying  a  recording  medium,  and  a 
print  head  (1).  The  print  head  (1)  includes  a  heater  unit 
(2)  for  heating  and  vaporizing  ink,  an  eject  unit  (4,  11) 
for  ejecting  ink  vaporized  by  the  heater  unit  (2)  onto  the 
recording  medium,  and  an  eject  control  unit  (8)  for  con- 
trolling  the  vaporous  ink  so  that  it  is  ejected  intermittently 
according  to  image  data  corresponding  to  an  image  to 
be  recorded.  The  eject  unit  (4,  11)  includes  a  charging 
unit  (4)  for  charging  vaporous  ink,  a  backside  electric 

unit  (1  1  )  provided  at  a  back  surface  of  the  recording  me- 
dium  for  attracting  the  vaporous  ink  charged  by  the 
charging  unit  (4)  onto  the  recording  medium.  The  eject 
control  unit  (8)  includes  an  electrostatic  shutter  unit  (8) 
for  controlling  ejection  of  the  vaporous  ink  charged  by 
the  charging  unit  with  an  electric  field.  The  image  re- 
cording  apparatus  further  includes  a  discharger  unit  (24) 
provided  upstream  of  the  eject  unit  (4,  1  1  )  in  a  conveying 
direction  of  the  recording  medium  for  removing  the 
charges  from  the  recording  medium. 
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