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(54)  Clip  and  infant  soother  incorporating  such  a  clip 

(57)  A  clip  comprises  an  L-shaped  lever  8  journalled 
in  side  walls  6  to  pivot  freely.  One  leg  14  traps  material 
24  against  a  rear  wall  4  as  the  clip  moves  to  an  over- 
centre  position.  This  arrangement  is  used  in  known 

strap  adjusters.  Slots  22  are  provided  in  the  side  walls, 
between  the  axis  of  rotation  of  the  lever  and  the  rear  wall 
4,  so  that  the  clip  can  be  attached  to  the  edge  of  a  wide 
piece  of  material.  The  clip  is  particularly  suitable  for  use 
in  attaching  an  infant  soother  to  a  garment,  via  a  strap. 
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Description 

The  present  invention  relates  to  a  clip  and  to  an  in- 
fant  soother,  such  as  a  dummy  or  teething  ring,  incor- 
porating  such  a  clip. 

It  is  known  to  attach  an  infant  soother  to  the  infant's 
clothing,  so  that  the  soother  does  not  fall  to  the  ground 
or  become  lost  when  the  infant  discards  it.  Existing  de- 
signs  use  a  spring-loaded  clip,  but  the  small  parts  in 
these  clips  make  them  undesirable  for  use  with  infants. 

Afirst  aspect  of  the  present  invention  provides  a  clip 
comprising  a  body  portion  having  a  rear  wall,  a  side  wall 
projecting  from  the  rear  wall,  an  L-shaped  lever  mount- 
ed  on  the  side  wall  and  pivotable  about  an  axis,  one  leg 
of  the  lever  co-operating  with  the  rear  wall  to  trap  a  sheet 
of  material  therebetween,  wherein  a  channel  is  provided 
in  the  side  wall,  between  the  axis  and  the  rear  wall. 

The  invention  arises  from  a  modification  of  known 
strap  adjusters.  These  use  an  L-shaped  lever  which  piv- 
ots  to  trap  a  strap  between  an  end  of  one  of  the  legs  of 
the  lever.  In  the  known  adjusters,  the  lever  is  mounted 
between  two  side  walls,  which  limit  the  width  of  the  ma- 
terial  (i.e.  a  strap)  on  which  the  adjuster  is  used.  By  pro- 
viding  a  slot  in  a  side  wall,  the  adjuster  can  be  clipped 
to  the  edge  of  a  wide  piece  of  material. 

Another  aspect  of  the  invention  provides  a  clip  hav- 
ing  a  first  wall,  a  lever  mounted  to  pivot  freely  about  an 
axis  parallel  to  the  first  wall  between  an  open  position 
and  a  closed,  over-centre  position  to  trap  a  piece  of  ma- 
terial  between  the  lever  and  the  wall,  wherein  an  endless 
channel  is  formed  between  the  axis  and  the  first  wall. 

Yet  another  aspect  of  the  invention  provides  an  in- 
fant  soother  comprising  a  strap  attached  at  one  end  to 
a  clip  as  defined  hereinabove,  and  at  another  end  to  a 
soother,  such  as  a  dummy  or  teething  ring. 

The  invention  will  be  further  described  by  way  of  ex- 
ample  with  reference  to  the  accompanying  drawings,  in 
which: 

Figure  1  is  a  side  view  of  a  clip  forming  an  embod- 
iment  of  one  aspect  of  the  invention,  in  an  open  po- 
sition; 

Figure  2  is  a  plan  view  of  the  clip  of  Figure  1  ,  in  a 
closed  position; 

Figure  3  is  a  cross-section  along  the  lines  Ill-Ill  of 
Figure  2;  and 

Figure  4  is  a  view  of  an  infant  soother  forming  an 
embodiment  of  another  aspect  of  the  invention. 

Referring  to  Figures  1  to  3,  a  clip  2  has  a  rear  wall 
4  and  two  side  walls  6.  An  L-shaped  lever  8  is  mounted 
to  pivot  freely  between  the  side  walls  6,  by  two  stubs  1  0 
which  are  journalled  in  apertures  12  in  the  side  walls  6 
to  pivot  about  an  axis  A-A'.  The  lever  snap-fits  between 
the  walls  6. 

The  lever  has  a  long  leg  1  3  which  is  gripped  by  the 
user  for  operation  of  the  clip  2.  A  short  leg  1  4  pivots  into 
a  position  in  which  material  is  trapped  between  the  free 
end  16  of  the  leg  14  and  the  rear  wall  4.  The  lever  8 

5  pivots  to  an  over-centre  position,  so  it  is  locked  in  place. 
Two  bars  18,  20  are  provided  between  the  side 

walls  6,  below  the  rear  wall  4,  for  attaching  the  clip  to  a 
strap  (see  figure  4). 

The  side  walls  6  each  have  a  slot  22  formed  be- 
10  tween  the  rear  wall  4  and  the  axis  A-A'.  To  mount  the 

clip  2  on  a  piece  of  material  24,  the  edge  of  the  material 
24  is  fed  into  the  slots  22  and  extends  between  the  leg 
14  and  rear  wall  4.  The  leg  13  is  then  pressed  towards 
the  rear  wall  4,  to  trap  the  material  24,  as  seen  in  figure  3. 

is  The  free  end  16  of  the  leg  14  may  be  serrated  or 
corrugated  to  enhance  the  grip  on  the  material  24.  A  nib 
28  is  formed  at  the  upper  edge  of  the  rear  wall  4. 

By  providing  a  slot  22  in  at  least  one  of  the  walls  6, 
between  the  axis  A-A'  and  the  wall  4,  an  endless  chan- 

ge  nel  is  formed,  allowing  the  clip  to  be  attached  to  an  edge 
of  a  wide  piece  of  material. 

As  seen  in  Figure  3,  the  long  leg  13  of  the  lever  8 
can  be  enlarged  to  carry  a  logo,  or  be  formed  into  an 
interesting  decorative  shape,  for  example. 

25  Referring  to  Figure  4,  an  infant  soother  comprises 
a  dummy  30  and  a  strap  32  secured  at  one  end  33  about 
a  ring  34  of  the  dummy  30  by  a  hook  and  loop  or  surface 
fastener  36.  The  other  end  38  of  the  strap  32  is  secured 
in  a  similar  manner  about  one  of  the  bars  1  8,  20  of  a  clip 

30  2'  of  Figures  1  to  3.  Thus,  the  dummy  30  can  be  secured 
to  an  edge  of  an  infants  garment  by  the  clip  2'. 

1  .  A  clip  comprising  a  body  portion  having  a  rear  wall 
(4)  a  side  wall  (6)  projecting  from  the  rear  wall  (4), 
an  L-shaped  lever  (8)  mounted  on  the  side  wall  (6) 
and  freely  pivotable  about  an  axis  (A-A1),  one  leg 
(14)  of  the  lever  (8)  co-operating  with  the  rear  wall 
(4)  to  trap  a  sheet  of  material  (24)  therebetween, 
wherein  a  slot  (22)  is  provided  in  the  side  wall  (6), 
between  the  axis  (A-A1)  and  the  rear  wall  (4). 

2.  A  clip  as  claimed  in  claim  1  ,  wherein  two  side  walls 
(6)  are  provided  and  the  lever  (8)  is  mounted  be- 
tween  the  side  walls  (6). 

3.  A  clip  having  a  first  wall  (4),  a  lever  (8)  mounted  to 
pivot  freely  about  an  axis  (A-A1)  parallel  to  the  first 
wall  (4)  between  an  open  position  and  a  closed, 
over-centre  position  to  trap  a  piece  of  material  (24) 
between  the  lever  (8)  and  the  wall  (4),  wherein  an 
endless  channel  extending  in  the  direction  of  the  ax- 
is  (A.  A')  is  formed  between  the  axis  (A-A1)  and  the 
first  wall  (4). 

4.  An  infant  soother  comprising  a  strap  attached  at 
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one  end  to  a  clip  (2)  as  defined  in  any  one  of  claims 
1  to  3,  and  at  another  end  to  a  soother  (30),  such 
as  a  dummy  or  teething  ring. 
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