
European  Patent  Office  
^   ̂ H  ^  I  H  ̂   H  ̂   H  ̂   II  ̂   H  ̂   II  ̂   II  ̂   H  ̂   H  ̂    ̂ ̂    ̂ ̂   I  ̂  

Office  europeen  des  brevets  E P   0  8 0 8   7 2 4   A 1  

EUROPEAN  PATENT  A P P L I C A T I O N  

(43)  Date  of  publication:  (51)  |nt  CI.6:  B42F  7 / 0 2  
26.11.1997  Bulletin  1997/48 

(21)  Application  number:  97303537.1 

(22)  Date  of  filing:  23.05.1997 

(84)  Designated  Contracting  States:  (72)  Inventor:  McAlister  Moorehouse,  Richard,  Sr., 
BE  DE  FR  GB  IE  NL  Duraweld  Ltd. 

Scarborough,  North  Yorkshire,  Y011  3UZ(GB) 
(30)  Priority:  23.05.1996  GB  9610816 

(74)  Representative:  MacMaster,  Alan  Jeffrey  et  al 
(71)  Applicant:  Duraweld  Limited  Swindell  &  Pearson 

Scarborough,  North  Yorkshire  Y011  3UZ  (GB)  48  Friar  Gate 
Derby  DE1  1GY  (GB) 

(54)  Document  holders 

^ -  
CM 
Is- 
00 
O  
00 
o  
a .  
LU 

(57)  A  blankfor  the  construction  of  a  document  hold- 
er  or  wallet  is  formed  from  a  single  sheet  of  material  cut 
and  provided  with  fold  lines  to  enable  the  blank  to  be 
erected  to  form  a  holder  or  wallet  having  back  (5),  front 
(12),  side  (6A,6B)  and  bottom  (10)  panels.  A  closure 
member  (17)  is  hingedly  connected  to  the  upper  edge 
of  the  back  panel  (5)  so  as  to  be  foldable  over  the  front 
panel  (1  2)  to  open  or  close  the  holder  to  give  access  to 
the  interior.  Latch  means  is  provided  to  maintain  the 
holder  in  its  assembled  condition,  each  latch  means 
comprising  a  tongue  (21A,21B)  formed  on  one  panel 
member  (12)  and  engageable  in  a  recess  (20A,20B)  in 
another  panel  member  (8A,8B).  The  recess  defines  a 
first  or  engaging  position  in  which  the  tongue  may  pass 
into  the  recess  and  a  second  or  locking  position  into 
which  the  tongue  may  be  moved  following  engagement 
with  the  recess  and  from  which  the  tongue  cannot  be 
disengaged  without  returning  it  to  the  engaging  position. 
Preferably  the  latch  means  serve  in  their  engaged  po- 
sitions  to  impart  increased  front  to  back  rigidity  to  the 
assembled  holder. 
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Description 

The  present  invention  relates  to  holders  or  wallets 
for  containing  documents  or  the  like. 

Holders  or  wallets  for  documents  are  known  which  s 
are  formed  from  a  flat  sheet  of  polypropylene  or  other 
synthetic  plastics  material  cut  to  form  a  blank  and  pro- 
vided  with  fold  lines  enabling  portions  of  the  blank  to  be 
folded  upon  one  another  to  form  a  wallet  or  holder  hav- 
ing  a  back  panel,  bottom  and  side  edge  panels  connect-  10 
ed  to  the  back  panel,  a  front  panel  connected  to  the  bot- 
tom  edge  panel,  and  a  lid  connected  to  the  back  panel 
and  adapted  to  fold  over  and  be  connected  to  the  front 
panel  to  open  or  close  the  holder. 

In  order  to  maintain  the  holder  in  its  erected  condi-  15 
tion,  it  is  known  to  provide  latch  means  comprising  flex- 
ible  tongue  members  engageable  in  complimentary  ap- 
ertures  formed  in  appropriate  portions  of  the  blank  and 
cooperable  to  maintain  the  various  panels  in  their  erect- 
ed  positions.  However  previously  proposed  construe-  20 
tions  suffer  from  the  disadvantage  that  the  latch  means 
are  readily  disengaged  during  normal  use  of  the  holder 
with  the  result  that  it  comes  apart  and  discharge  the  con- 
tents  unintentionally. 

It  is  an  object  of  the  present  invention  to  obviate  or  25 
mitigate  this  disadvantage. 

According  to  one  aspect  of  the  invention  there  is 
provided  a  blank  for  the  construction  of  a  document 
holder  or  wallet,  the  blank  being  formed  from  a  single 
sheet  of  material  cut  and  provided  with  fold  lines  to  en-  30 
able  the  blank  to  be  erected  to  form  a  holder  or  wallet 
having  back,  front,  side  and  bottom  panels,  a  closure 
member  hingedly  connected  to  the  upper  edge  of  the 
back  panel  so  as  to  be  foldable  over  the  front  panel  to 
open  or  close  the  holder  to  give  access  to  the  interior,  35 
and  latch  means  operable  to  maintain  the  holder  in  its 
assembled  condition,  the  or  each  latch  means  compris- 
ing  a  tongue  formed  on  one  panel  member  and  engage- 
able  in  a  recess  in  another  panel  member,  the  recess 
defining  a  first  engaging  position  in  which  the  tongue  40 
may  pass  into  the  recess  and  a  second  locking  position 
into  which  the  tongue  may  be  moved  following  engage- 
ment  with  the  recess  and  from  which  the  tongue  cannot 
be  disengaged  without  returning  it  to  the  engaging  po- 
sition.  45 

Preferably  said  recess  is  of  generally  triangular 
form  having  a  relatively  long  side  defining  said  engaging 
position  and  a  shorter  side  defining  said  locking  position, 
the  base  of  the  triangle  incorporating  means  for  con- 
straining  the  associated  tongue  member  to  locate  so 
against  one  or  other  of  said  sides. 

Preferably  said  base  is  curved  between  its  ends  to 
constrain  said  tongue  member  to  move  to  one  or  other 
corner  of  the  triangle  when  subjected  to  external  pres- 
sure  in  a  locking  or  unlocking  direction.  55 

Preferably  said  tongue  member  when  in  said  lock- 
ing  position  is  of  greater  longitudinal  extent  than  the 
length  of  said  shorter  side  of  the  recess.  Advantageous- 
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ly  said  tongue  is  longer  in  said  locking  position  than  the 
length  of  said  longer  side  of  the  recess,  but  is  of  shorter 
dimension  than  said  longer  side  in  an  alternative  direc- 
tion,  whereby  the  tongue  may  be  inserted  into  the  recess 
in  a  pre-engaging  position  and  may  be  rotated  into  said 
engaging  position  in  which  it  projects  beyond  at  least 
one  end  of  the  long  side  of  said  triangle. 

Preferably  an  outer  surface  of  said  tongue  member 
is  of  arcuate  form  to  facilitate  rotating  movement  be- 
tween  said  pre-engaging  and  engaging  positions. 

Preferably  also  said  tongue  is  provided  with  a  neck 
portion  corresponding  in  length  to  the  length  of  the  short- 
er  side  of  said  recess,  portions  of  the  tongue  projecting 
in  opposite  directions  from  said  neck  portion  whereby  to 
lie  beneath  the  associated  panel  in  the  locked  position 
of  the  latch  means  and  retain  the  tongue  against  disen- 
gagement  from  the  recess. 

Preferably  the  dimensions  of  said  tongue  and  said 
recess  are  such  that  the  tongue  may  be  inserted  into  the 
recess  and  manipulated  into  the  engaged  and  locked 
positions  without  substantial  deformation  of  the  tongue. 

Preferably  the  blank  is  provided  with  attachment 
panels  hingedly  connected  to  said  side  panels  and 
adapted  in  the  erected  condition  of  the  holder  to  overlie 
the  back  panel,  said  front  panel  being  adapted  to  overlie 
said  attachment  panels  and  to  be  connected  thereto  by 
said  latch  means. 

Preferably  a  pair  of  latch  means  are  provided  at  re- 
spective  opposite  sides  of  the  holder  to  interconnect  the 
front  panel  to  respective  ones  of  said  attachment  pan- 
els. 

Preferably  each  of  said  recesses  is  formed  in  the 
associated  attachment  panel  with  the  shorter  edge 
aligned  with  the  fold  line  between  the  attachment  panel 
and  the  associated  side  panel,  the  associated  tongue 
being  foldably  connected  to  and  projecting  from  the  cor- 
responding  side  edge  of  said  front  panel. 

Advantageously  said  front  panel  is  of  lesser  extent 
than  said  back  panel  whereby  to  form  a  front  opening  to 
the  assembled  holder  adapted  to  be  closed  by  said  clo- 
sure  member.  Cooperating  attachment  means  may  be 
provided  on  the  front  panel  and  the  closure  member  to 
retain  the  closure  member  in  its  closed  position. 

Preferably  said  tongue  member  is  adapted  when  in 
said  locking  position  to  lie  flush  against  the  adjacent  side 
panel  of  the  assembled  holder.  Preferably  also  the  width 
of  the  tongue  member  is  substantially  equal  to  the  width 
of  the  adjacent  side  panel  member. 

The  invention  also  provides  a  document  holder  or 
wallet  formed  from  a  blank  constructed  as  aforesaid. 

According  to  a  further  aspect  of  the  invention  there 
is  provided  a  document  holder  or  wallet  formed  by  fold- 
ing  from  a  one  piece  blank  and  having  back,  front,  bot- 
tom  and  side  panel  members  and  a  closure  member 
hingedly  connected  to  said  back  panel  and  adapted  to 
fold  over  and  be  connected  to  said  front  panel  to  open 
and  close  the  holder,  the  holder  being  maintained  in  its 
erected  condition  by  latch  means  which  serve  in  their 
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engaged  position  to  impart  increased  rigidity  to  the  as- 
sembled  holder. 

Preferably  the  or  each  latch  means  is  adapted  in 
the  engaged  position  to  lie  flush  against  a  side  wall  panel 
of  the  folder  to  produce  a  localised  double  wall  thick- 
ness. 

Preferably  said  latch  means  comprise  tongue  mem- 
bers  engageable  in  associated  recesses  in  panel  mem- 
bers  of  the  holder,  said  recesses  being  so  positioned 
that  in  the  erected  condition  of  the  holder  said  tongue 
members  project  into  the  interior  of  the  holder  and  lie 
flush  against  the  side  wall  panels  thereof. 

Preferably  also  said  tongue  members  are  dimen- 
sioned  such  that  in  the  engaged  position  they  extend 
between  the  front  and  back  of  the  assembled  holder  to 
thereby  increase  resistance  to  movement  of  the  front 
and  back  towards  one  another. 

Preferably  said  tongue  members  are  disposed  gen- 
erally  centrally  of  the  height  of  the  assembled  holder  to 
increase  the  strength  in  the  central  region  of  the  assem- 
bled  holder. 

Preferably  said  recesses  are  shaped  such  that  said 
tongues  are  first  engaged  with  the  recesses  in  an  en- 
gaging  position  in  which  they  are  displaced  from  the  side 
walls  of  the  holder  and  may  be  disengaged  from  the  re- 
cesses  if  required  and  may  then  be  moved  bodily  into  a 
fully  engaged  or  locking  position  in  which  the  tongues 
lie  flush  against  the  side  wall  panels  of  the  holder  and 
cannot  be  withdrawn  from  the  associated  recesses. 

The  invention  also  provides  a  method  of  assem- 
bling  a  document  holder  or  wallet  from  a  one  piece  blank 
comprising  folding  the  blank  about  fold  lines  to  a  semi- 
assembled  condition,  engaging  latch  means  on  compo- 
nents  of  the  holder  with  openings  formed  in  adjacent 
components  and  moving  the  engaged  latch  members 
from  engaging  to  locking  positions  in  which  they  cannot 
be  removed  from  the  associated  openings. 

An  embodiment  of  the  invention  will  now  be  de- 
scribed,  by  way  of  example,  only  with  reference  to  the 
accompanying  drawings,  in  which:- 

Fig.  1  is  a  plan  view  of  a  blank  for  use  in  forming  a 
document  holder  or  wallet  according  to  the  inven- 
tion; 

Fig.  2  is  a  fragmentary  view  of  one  end  region  of  the 
holder  or  wallet  showing  the  manner  of  assembly; 
and 

Fig.  3  is  a  perspective  view  of  the  assembled  folder 
or  wallet  in  an  open  condition. 

Referring  to  Fig.  1  there  isshownablankforforming 
a  document  holder  or  wallet.  The  blank  is  of  one  piece 
construction  and  preferably  formed  from  polypropylene 
or  other  flexible  plastics  material,  but  may  be  formed 
from  flexible  card  or  board.  The  blank  incorporates  a 
central  or  back  panel  5  adapted  to  form  the  back  of  the 

assembled  holder.  Opposed,  relatively  narrow,  side 
panels  6A  and  6B  are  connected  by  fold  lines  7A  and 
7B  to  opposite  sides  of  the  back  panel  5  and  attachment 
panels  8A  and  8B  are  attached  by  fold  lines  9A  and  9B 

5  to  the  respective  outer  edges  of  the  side  panels  6A  and 
6B. 

A  relatively  narrow  bottom  panel  1  0  is  connected  by 
a  fold  line  1  1  to  the  lower  edge  of  the  back  panel  5  and 
a  front  panel  1  2  is  hingedley  connected  by  a  fold  line  1  3 

10  to  the  outer  edge  of  the  bottom  panel  1  0.  A  pair  of  tabs 
1  4A  and  1  4B  are  connected  by  fold  lines  1  5A  and  1  5B 
to  the  lower  edges  of  the  respective  side  panels  6A  and 
6B  and  lie  alongside  but  are  not  connected  to  opposite 
ends  of  the  bottom  panel  10.  Atop  panel  16  is  connected 

is  by  a  fold  line  1  6A  to  the  upper  edge  of  the  back  panel  5 
and  a  closure  flap  1  7  is  connected  by  a  fold  line  1  7A  to 
the  outer  edge  of  the  top  panel  16.  A  tab  18  is  formed 
adjacent  the  free  outer  edge  of  the  closure  flap  17  and 
cooperates,  when  the  holder  is  assembled,  with  a  slot 

20  19  formed  adajacent  the  outer  edge  of  the  front  panel 
12  to  enable  the  assembled  holder  to  be  opened  and 
closed  to  gain  access  to  documents  or  other  items  which 
may  be  contained  in  it.  Apertures  20A  and  20B  are  pro- 
vided  in  the  respective  attachment  panels  8A  and  8B 

25  and  are  adapted  in  use  to  be  engaged  by  projecting 
tongue  members  21  A  and  21  B  connected  by  fold  lines 
22A  and  22B  to  the  opposite  side  edges  of  the  front  pan- 
el  1  2  adjacent  the  outer  end  thereof  to  maintain  the  hold- 
er  in  its  assembled  position  as  will  be  described  hereaf- 

30  ter. 
The  holder  is  formed  from  the  blank  of  Fig.  1  by  first 

folding  the  tabs  14A  and  14B  inwardly  about  the  folds 
lines  1  5A  and  1  5B  and  then  folding  the  side  panels  6A, 
6B,  the  bottom  panel  10  and  the  top  panel  16  inwardly 

35  about  the  respective  fold  lines  7A,  7B,  11  and  16A.  The 
attachment  panels  8A  and  8B  are  then  folded  inwardly 
about  the  fold  lines  9A  and  9B  so  as  to  lie  parallel  to  the 
backpanel  5.  The  front  panel  12  is  then  folded  inwardly 
about  the  fold  line  13  to  a  position  in  which  it  lies  flush 

40  against  the  attachment  panels  8A  and  8B.  These  then 
require  to  be  interconnected  by  engagement  of  the 
tongues  21  A  and  21  B  in  the  respective  apertures  20A 
and  20B  as  will  be  described  below.  This  retains  the  fold- 
er  in  the  assembled  condition  illustrated  in  Fig.  3  and 

45  the  closure  flap  17  may  then  be  pivotted  about  the  fold 
line  17A  and  the  tab  18  engaged  in  and  released  from 
the  slot  1  9  as  required  to  close  and  open  the  folder  to 
gain  access  to  the  contents. 

Each  of  the  locking  apertures  20A,20B  is  of  gener- 
50  ally  triangular  form  having  two  relatively  long  sides  25 

and  26  interconnected  by  a  relatively  short  third  side  or 
base  27.  Side  25  is  shorter  than  side  26  and  is  aligned 
with  the  fold  line  9A.  The  relatively  longer  side  26  is  in- 
clined  outwardly  towards  the  free  edge  of  the  associated 

55  attachment  panel  so  that  when  the  attachment  panel  is 
folded  into  its  assembled  position  as  shown  in  Fig.  2, 
the  side  26  of  the  opening  20A  is  displaced  inwardly 
from  the  associated  side  wall  panel  6A.  The  sides  25 
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and  26  of  the  aperture  are  straight  whereas  the  relatively 
short  base  27  is  inwardly  curved  to  define  recesses  28A 
and  28B  at  the  two  bottom  corners  of  the  triangular  ap- 
erture. 

Each  of  the  tongues  21  A,21  B  is  attached  to  the  as- 
sociated  side  edge  of  the  front  panel  by  a  neck  portion 
30  the  length  of  which  corresponds  approximately  to 
that  of  the  side  25  of  the  aperature  20A.  A  nose  portion 
31  is  set  back  from  the  neck  30  of  the  tongue  and  ex- 
tends  parallel  thereto  to  define  a  slot  32  between  the 
nose  portion  31  and  the  adjacent  edge  of  the  front  panel 
1  2.  The  tongue  extends  outwardly  from  the  opposite  end 
of  the  neck  portion  30  to  define  a  tail  33  projecting  in  the 
opposite  direction  from  the  nose  portion  31  ,  the  outer 
edge  33A  of  the  tail  portion  33  extending  generally  par- 
allel  to  the  neck  30  and  the  outer  edge  31  A  of  the  nose 
portion  31  being  of  arcuate  form.  The  distance  between 
the  end  of  the  neck  30  adjacent  the  tail  33  and  the  tip  of 
the  nose  portion  31  (that  is  the  distance  between  points 
30A  and  31  B)  corresponds  approximately  to  the  length 
of  the  longer  side  26  of  the  recess  20A. 

The  relationship  between  the  tongue  21  A  and  the 
associated  recess  20A  is  such  that  the  tongue  cannot 
be  inserted  into  the  recess  except  adjacent  the  longer 
edge  26  and  then  only  if  the  front  panel  is  deformed  as 
shown  at  35  in  Fig.  2  to  permit  the  tail  33  of  the  tongue 
to  enter  the  recess  first.  The  tongue  may  then  be  moved 
inwardly  until  point  30A  rests  in  the  notch  28B  of  the 
recess  20A  at  which  point  the  tongue  may  be  rotated 
about  point  30A  until  the  tip  31  B  of  the  nose  31  passes 
into  the  recess  at  its  apex.  This  movement  is  permitted 
by  virtue  of  the  curved  outer  surface  31  A  of  the  tongue 
and  the  fact  that  the  distance  between  points  30A  and 
31  B  corresponds  to  the  length  of  the  longest  side  26  of 
the  recess. 

Once  in  this  position  the  tongue  is  located  within  the 
holder,  the  front  panel  of  which  lies  generally  flush  with 
the  associated  attachment  panel  but  with  the  tongue  ly- 
ing  generally  parallel  to  the  edge  26  of  the  recess  20A. 
The  tongue  may  then  be  moved  from  this  engaging  po- 
sition  into  a  locking  position  by  applying  lateral  pressure 
from  within  the  holder  to  force  the  corner  30A  to  ride 
over  the  curved  portion  of  the  base  27  of  the  recess  from 
the  notch  28B  into  the  notch  28A.  In  this  position  the 
nose  31  projects  beyond  the  upper  edge  of  the  recess 
and  the  tail  33  beyond  the  lower  edge  with  the  tongue 
lying  flat  against  the  inner  surface  of  the  side  wall  panel 
6A.  It  is  not  then  possible  by  pulling  on  the  front  panel 
to  disengage  it  from  the  body  of  the  holder  and  the  hold- 
er  is  thus  securely  held  in  its  assembled  condition.  If  it 
is  desired  subsequently  to  disengage  the  latch  arrange- 
ment,  the  tongues  21  A  and  21  B  at  opposite  sides  of  the 
holder  require  to  be  moved  inwardly  to  lie  along  the  long- 
er  side  26  of  the  respective  recesses,  following  which 
the  tongues  may  be  withdrawn  from  the  recesses  by  re- 
versing  the  movement  effected  to  engage  them  initially. 

It  should  be  noted  that  the  width  of  each  tongue 
21  A,  21  B,  that  is  to  say  the  dimension  at  right  angles  to 

the  associated  fold  line  22A,22B  is  approximately  equal 
to  the  width  of  the  side  walls  6A,6B.  By  virtue  of  this 
arrangement,  in  the  locked  position  the  tongue  extends 
across  the  full  depth  of  the  holder  between  the  front  pan- 

5  el  1  2  and  the  back  panel  5.  This  resists  crushing  or  flat- 
tening  of  the  holder  in  use  and  also  doubles  the  wall 
thickness  in  the  region  of  the  tongue,  thereby  increasing 
the  rigidity  of  the  assembled  holder.  Moreover  as  the 
tongues  are  located  generally  midway  between  the  top 

10  and  the  bottom  of  the  holder,  this  increase  in  rigidity  is 
provided  at  the  location  which  is  otherwise  least  rigid 
and  most  susceptible  to  flattening  or  crushing  move- 
ment. 

By  virtue  of  the  arrangement  described  the  cooper- 
's  ating  parts  of  the  latch  means  may  be  readily  engaged 

with  one  another  in  the  engaging  position  but  rather  than 
remaining  there,  the  tongues  are  moved  bodily  outward- 
ly  into  their  locking  positions  in  which  they  lie  flush 
against  the  side  walls  of  the  assembled  holder.  In  this 

20  position  the  assembly  is  securely  locked  in  its  assem- 
bled  position  and  cannot  inadvertantly  come  apart  caus- 
ing  spillage  or  loss  of  the  contents.  The  latch  means  may 
also  be  disengaged  if  required  by  first  moving  the 
tongues  into  the  engaging  position  and  then  withdraw- 

25  ing  them  from  the  respective  apertures,  although  it  will 
be  appreciated  that  in  general  disengagement  is  infre- 
quently  required.  The  principal  benefit  of  the  construc- 
tion  resides  in  the  fact  that  it  may  be  transported  and 
stored  as  a  flat  blanktaking  up  minimum  space  and  once 

30  assembled  the  holder  will  generally  not  require  to  be  tak- 
en  apart  subsequently. 

The  location  of  the  tongues  adjacent  the  side  wall 
panels  of  the  assembed  holder  is  also  advantageous  in 
that  they  do  not  interefere  with  documents  being  placed 

35  into  or  removed  from  the  holder  and  even  if  such  docu- 
ments  contact  the  tongues,  it  is  not  possible  for  them  to 
effect  disengagement  of  the  tongues  from  the  associat- 
ed  recesses. 

Various  modifications  may  be  made  without  depart- 
40  ing  from  the  invention.  For  example  while  in  the  arrange- 

ments  described  the  triangular  recesses  have  their  ap- 
ices  uppermost,  they  could  be  inverted  if  desired.  The 
shape,  size  and  dimensions  of  the  tongues  and  the  re- 
cesses  may  also  be  varied  provided  they  afford  an  initial 

45  engaging  position  and  a  subsequent  locking  position  in 
which  it  is  not  possible  for  the  tongues  to  be  withdrawn 
from  the  recesses.  The  use  of  the  tongues  to  rigidity  the 
assembled  holder  in  the  manner  aforesaid  may  be  in- 
corporated  in  a  holder  not  provided  with  a  dual  position 

so  locking  movement  and  alternative  forms  of  latch  means 
operable  to  rigidity  the  assembled  holder  may  be  em- 
ployed  if  desired.  Moreover  while  it  is  preferred  that  the 
wallet  or  holder  is  formed  from  plastics  material  it  could 
alternatively  be  formed  from  cardboard  or  other  similar 

55  material. 
Whilst  endeavouring  in  the  foregoing  specification 

to  draw  attention  to  those  features  of  the  invention  be- 
lieved  to  be  of  particular  importance  it  should  be  under- 

4 
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stood  that  the  Applicant  claims  protection  in  respect  of 
any  patentable  feature  or  combination  of  features  here- 
inbefore  referred  to  and/or  shown  in  the  drawings 
whether  or  not  particular  emphasis  has  been  placed 
thereon. 

Claims 

1.  A  blank  for  the  construction  of  a  document  holder 
or  wallet,  the  blank  being  formed  from  a  single  sheet 
of  material  cut  and  provided  with  fold  lines  to  enable 
the  blank  to  be  erected  to  form  a  holder  or  wallet 
having  back,  front,  side  and  bottom  panels,  a  clo- 
sure  member  hingedly  connected  to  the  upper  edge 
of  the  back  panel  so  as  to  be  foldable  over  the  front 
panel  to  open  or  close  the  holder  to  give  access  to 
the  interior,  and  latch  means  operable  to  maintain 
the  holder  in  its  assembled  condition,  the  or  each 
latch  means  comprising  a  tongue  formed  on  one 
panel  member  and  engageable  in  a  recess  in  an- 
other  panel  member,  characterised  in  that  the  re- 
cess  (20A,20B)  defines  a  first  engaging  position  in 
which  the  tongue  (21A,21B)  may  pass  into  the  re- 
cess  and  a  second  locking  position  into  which  the 
tongue  may  be  moved  following  engagement  with 
the  recess  and  from  which  the  tongue  cannot  be  dis- 
engaged  without  returning  it  to  the  engaging  posi- 
tion. 

2.  A  blank  according  to  claim  1  characterised  in  that 
said  recess  (20A,20B)  is  of  generally  triangular  form 
having  a  relatively  long  side  (26)  defining  said  en- 
gaging  position  and  a  shorter  side  (25)  defining  said 
locking  position,  the  base  (27)  of  the  triangle  incor- 
porating  means  for  constraining  the  associated 
tongue  member  (21  A,21  B)  to  locate  against  one  or 
other  of  said  sides. 

3.  A  blank  according  to  claim  2  characterised  in  that 
said  base  (27)  is  curved  between  its  ends  to  con- 
strain  said  tongue  member  (21A,21B)  to  move  to 
one  or  other  corner  of  the  triangle  when  subjected 
to  external  pressure  in  a  locking  or  unlocking  direc- 
tion. 

4.  A  blank  according  to  claim  2  or  3  characterised  in 
that  said  tongue  member  (21A,21B)  when  in  said 
locking  position  is  of  greater  longitudinal  extent  than 
the  length  of  said  shorter  side  (25)  of  the  recess. 

5.  A  blank  according  to  claim  4  characterised  in  that 
said  tongue  (21A,21B)  is  longer  in  said  locking  po- 
sition  than  the  length  of  said  longer  side  (26)  of  the 
recess  (20A,20B),  but  is  of  shorter  dimension  than 
said  longer  side  in  an  alternative  direction,  whereby 
the  tongue  may  be  inserted  into  the  recess  in  a  pre- 
engaging  position  and  may  be  rotated  into  said  en- 

gaging  position  in  which  it  projects  beyond  at  least 
one  end  of  the  long  side  of  said  triangle. 

6.  A  blank  according  to  claim  5  characterised  in  that 
5  an  outer  surface  (31  A)  of  said  tongue  member  (21  A, 

21  B)  is  of  arcuate  form  to  facilitate  rotating  move- 
ment  between  said  pre-engaging  and  engaging  po- 
sitions. 

10  7.  A  blank  according  to  any  of  claims  4  to  6  character- 
ised  in  that  said  tongue  (21A,21B)  is  provided-with 
a  neck  portion  (30)  corresponding  in  length  to  the 
length  of  the  shorter  side  (25)  of  said  recess  (20A, 
20B),  portions  (31B,33)  of  the  tongue  projecting  in 

is  opposite  directions  from  said  neck  portion  whereby 
to  lie  beneath  the  associated  panel  (8A)  in  the 
locked  position  of  the  latch  means  and  retain  the 
tongue  against  disengagement  from  the  recess. 

20  8.  A  blank  according  to  any  preceding  claim  charac- 
terised  in  that  the  dimensions  of  said  tongue  (21  A, 
21  B)  and  said  recess  (20A,20B)  are  such  that  the 
tongue  may  be  inserted  into  the  recess  and  manip- 
ulated  into  the  engaged  and  locked  positions  with- 

25  out  substantial  deformation  of  the  tongue. 

9.  A  blank  according  to  any  preceding  claims  charac- 
terised  by  attachment  panels  (8A,8B)  hingedly  con- 
nected  to  said  side  panels  (6A,6B)  and  adapted  in 

30  the  erected  condition  of  the  holder  to  overlie  the 
back  panel  (5),  said  front  panel  (12)  being  adapted 
to  overlie  said  attachment  panels  and  to  be  con- 
nected  thereto  by  said  latch  means. 

35  10.  A  blank  according  to  claim  9  characterised  in  that  a 
pair  of  latch  means  (21A,21B)  are  provided  at  re- 
spective  opposite  sides  of  the  holder  to  interconnect 
the  front  panel  (12)  to  respective  ones  of  said  at- 
tachment  panels  (8A,8B). 

40 
11.  A  blank  according  to  claim  10  characterised  in  that 

each  of  said  recesses  (21A.21B)  is  formed  in  the 
associated  attachment  panel  (8A,8B)  with  the 
shorter  edge  (25)  aligned  with  the  fold  line  (9A)  be- 

45  tween  the  attachment  panel  and  the  associated 
side  panel  (6A.6B),  the  associated  tongue  (21  A, 
21  B)  being  foldably  connected  to  and  projecting 
from  the  corresponding  side  edge  of  said  front  pan- 
el. 

50 
12.  A  blank  according  to  any  preceding  claim  charac- 

terised  in  that  said  front  panel  (1  2)  is  of  lesser  extent 
than  said  back  panel  (15)  whereby  to  form  a  front 
opening  to  the  assembled  holder  adapted  to  be 

55  closed  by  said  closure  member  (17). 

13.  A  blank  according  to  claim  12  characterised  in  that 
cooperating  attachment  means  (18,19)  are  provid- 

20 

25 

5 
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ed  on  the  front  panel  (12)  and  the  closure  member 
(17)  to  retain  the  closure  member  in  its  closed  po- 
sition. 

height  of  the  assembled  holder  to  increase  the 
strength  in  the  central  region  of  the  assembled  hold- 
er. 

14.  A  blank  according  to  any  preceding  claim  charac- 
terised  in  that  said  tongue  member  (21A,21B)  is 
adapted  when  in  said  locking  position  to  lie  flush 
against  the  adjacent  side  panel  (6A,6B)  of  the  as- 
sembled  holder. 

15.  A  blank  according  to  claim  14  characterised  in  that 
the  width  of  the  tongue  member  (21  A,21  B)  is  sub- 
stantially  equal  to  the  width  of  the  adjacent  side  pan- 
el  member  (6A.6B). 

16.  A  document  holder  or  wallet  characterised  in  that  it 
is  formed  from  a  blank  according  to  any  preceding 
claim. 

17.  A  document  holder  or  wallet  formed  by  folding  from 
a  one  piece  blank  and  having  back,  front,  bottom 
and  side  panel  members  and  a  closure  member 
hingedly  connected  to  said  back  panel  and  adapted 
to  fold  over  and  be  connected  to  said  front  panel  to 
open  and  close  the  holder,  the  holder  being  main- 
tained  in  its  erected  condition  by  latch  means  char- 
acterised  in  that  said  latch  means  (20A,20B;  21  A, 
21  B)  serve  in  their  engaged  position  to  impart  in- 
creased  front  to  back  rigidity  to  the  assembled  hold- 
er. 

5  22.  A  document  holder  or  wallet  according  to  any  of 
claims  19  to  21  characterised  in  that  said  recesses 
(20A,20B)  are  shaped  such  that  said  tongues  (21  A, 
21  B)  are  first  engaged  with  the  recesses  in  an  en- 
gaging  position  in  which  they  are  displaced  from  the 

10  side  walls  (6A,6B)  of  the  holder  and  may  be  disen- 
gaged  from  the  recesses  if  required  and  may  then 
be  moved  bodily  into  a  fully  engaged  or  locking  po- 
sition  in  which  the  tongues  lie  flush  against  the  side 
wall  panels  of  the  holder  and  cannot  be  withdrawn 

is  from  the  associated  recesses. 

23.  A  method  of  assembling  a  document  holder  or  wal- 
let  from  a  one  piece  blank  comprising  folding  the 
blank  about  fold  lines  to  a  semi-assembled  condi- 

20  tion  and  engaging  latch  means  on  components  of 
the  holder  with  openings  formed  in  adjacent  com- 
ponents  characterised  by  subsequently  moving  the 
engaged  latch  members  (21A,21B)  from  engaging 
to  locking  positions  in  which  they  cannot  be  re- 

25  moved  from  the  associated  openings  (20A,20B). 

30 

18.  A  document  holder  or  wallet  according  to  claim  17 
characterised  in  that  the  or  each  latch  means  (20A, 
20B;  21  A,  21  B)  is  adapted  in  the  engaged  position 
to  lie  flush  against  a  side  wall  (6A,6B)  panel  of  the  35 
folder  to  produce  a  localised  double  wall  thickness. 

19.  A  document  holder  or  wallet  according  to  claim  18 
characterised  in  that  said  latch  means  comprise 
tongue  members  (21A,21B)  engageable  in  associ-  40 
ated  recesses  (20A,20B)  in  panel  members  (8A,8B) 
of  the  holder,  said  recesses  being  so  positioned  that 
in  the  erected  condition  of  the  holder  said  tongue 
members  project  into  the  interior  of  the  holder  and 
lie  flush  against  the  side  wall  panels  (6A,6B)  there-  45 
of. 

20.  A  document  holder  or  wallet  according  to  claim  19 
characterised  in  that  said  tongue  members  (21  A, 
21  B)  are  dimensioned  such  that  in  the  engaged  po-  so 
sition  they  extend  between  the  front  and  back  of  the 
assembled  holder  to  thereby  increase  resistance  to 
movement  of  the  front  and  back  towards  one  anoth- 
er. 

55 
21.  A  document  holder  or  wallet  according  to  claim  19 

or  20  characterised  in  that  said  tongue  members 
(21A,21B)  are  disposed  generally  centrally  of  the 

6 
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