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Description

[0001] The present invention relates to holders or wal-
lets for containing documents or the like.
[0002] Holders or wallets for documents are known
which are formed from a flat sheet of polypropylene or
other synthetic plastics material cut to form a blank and
provided with fold lines enabling portions of the blank to
be folded upon one another to form a wallet or holder
having a back panel, bottom and side edge panels con-
nected to the back panel, a front panel connected to the
bottom edge panel, and a lid connected to the back pan-
el and adapted to fold over and be connected to the front
panel to open or close the holder.
[0003] In order to maintain the holder in its erected
condition, it is known to provide latch means comprising
flexible tongue members engageable in complimentary
apertures formed in appropriate portions of the blank
and cooperable to maintain the various panels in their
erected positions. However previously proposed con-
structions suffer from the disadvantage that the latch
means are readily disengaged during normal use of the
holder with the result that it comes apart and discharge
the contents unintentionally.
[0004] United Kingdom Patent Specifications Nos.
2232071 and 2276126 disclose typical known docu-
ment holders or wallets formed from blanks cut from a
single sheet of material shaped and provided with fold
lines to enable the holder or wallet to be erected. To
maintain the holder in its erected condition adjacent
components of the blank are connected to one another
by latch means comprising tongue and slot connections.
However these are engaged and disengaged by move-
ment in opposite directions and, although retained in the
engaged position, can become disengaged if sufficient
force is applied in the disengaging direction.
[0005] It is an object of the present invention to obvi-
ate or mitigate this disadvantage.
[0006] According to one aspect of the invention there
is provided a blank for the construction of a document
holder or wallet, the blank being formed from a single
sheet of material cut and provided with fold lines to en-
able the blank to be erected to form a holder or wallet
having back, front, side and bottom panels, a closure
member hingedly connected to the upper edge of the
back panel so as to be foldable over the front panel to
open or close the holder to give access to the interior,
and latch means operable to maintain the holder in its
assembled condition, the or each latch means compris-
ing a tongue formed on one panel member and engage-
able in a recess in another panel member, the recess
defining a first or engaging position in which the tongue
is passable into the recess in a direction normal to the
plane of the recess, and a second or locking position
into which the tongue is movable laterally from the en-
gaging position and from which the tongue cannot be
disengaged without returning it to the engaging position.
[0007] Preferably said recess is of generally triangular

form having a relatively long side defining said engaging
position and a shorter side defining said locking position,
the base of the triangle incorporating means for con-
straining the associated tongue member to locate
against one or other of said sides.
[0008] Preferably said base is curved between its
ends to constrain said tongue member to move to one
or other corner of the triangle when subjected to external
pressure in a locking or unlocking direction.
[0009] Preferably said tongue member when in said
locking position is of greater longitudinal extent than the
length of said shorter side of the recess. Advantageous-
ly said tongue is longer in said locking position than the
length of said longer side of the recess, but is of shorter
dimension than said longer side in an alternative direc-
tion, whereby the tongue may be inserted into the recess
in a pre-engaging position and may be rotated into said
engaging position in which it projects beyond at least
one end of the long side of said triangle.
[0010] Preferably an outer surface of said tongue
member is of arcuate form to facilitate rotating move-
ment between said pre-engaging and engaging posi-
tions.
[0011] Preferably also said tongue is provided with a
neck portion corresponding in length to the length of the
shorter side of said recess, portions of the tongue pro-
jecting in opposite directions from said neck portion
whereby to lie beneath the associated panel in the
locked position of the latch means and retain the tongue
against disengagement from the recess.
[0012] Preferably the dimensions of said tongue and
said recess are such that the tongue may be inserted
into the recess and manipulated into the engaged and
locked positions without substantial deformation of the
tongue.
[0013] Preferably the blank is provided with attach-
ment panels hingedly connected to said side panels and
adapted in the erected condition of the holder to overlie
the back panel, said front panel being adapted to overlie
said attachment panels and to be connected thereto by
said latch means.
[0014] Preferably a pair of latch means are provided
at respective opposite sides of the holder to interconnect
the front panel to respective ones of said attachment
panels.
[0015] Preferably each of said recesses is formed in
the associated attachment panel with the shorter edge
aligned with the fold line between the attachment panel
and the associated side panel, the associated tongue
being foldably connected to and projecting from the cor-
responding side edge of said front panel.
[0016] Advantageously said front panel is of lesser
extent than said back panel whereby to form a front
opening to the assembled holder adapted to be closed
by said closure member. Cooperating attachment
means may be provided on the front panel and the clo-
sure member to retain the closure member in its closed
position.
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[0017] Preferably said tongue member is adapted
when in said locking position to lie flush against the ad-
jacent side panel of the assembled holder. Preferably
also the width of the tongue member is substantially
equal to the width of the adjacent side panel member.
[0018] Preferably said tongue members are disposed
generally centrally of the height of the assembled holder
to increase the strength in the central region of the as-
sembled holder.
[0019] The invention also provides a document holder
or wallet formed from a blank constructed as aforesaid.
[0020] The invention also provides a method of as-
sembling a document holder or wallet from a one piece
blank comprising folding the blank about fold lines to a
semi-assembled condition, engaging latch means on
components of the holder with openings formed in ad-
jacent components and moving the engaged latch mem-
bers laterally of said openings from engaging to locking
positions in which they cannot be removed from the as-
sociated openings without first returning them to the en-
gaging positions.
[0021] An embodiment of the invention will now be de-
scribed, by way of example, only with reference to the
accompanying drawings, in which:-

Fig. 1 is a plan view of a blank for use in forming a
document holder or wallet according to the inven-
tion;

Fig. 2 is a fragmentary view of one end region of the
holder or wallet showing the manner of assembly;
and

Fig. 3 is a perspective view of the assembled folder
or wallet in an open condition.

[0022] Referring to Fig. 1 there is shown a blank for
forming a document holder or wallet. The blank is of one
piece construction and preferably formed from polypro-
pylene or other flexible plastics material, but may be
formed from flexible card or board. The blank incorpo-
rates a central or back panel 5 adapted to form the back
of the assembled holder. Opposed, relatively narrow,
side panels 6A and 6B are connected by fold lines 7A
and 7B to opposite sides of the back panel 5 and attach-
ment panels 8A and 8B are attached by fold lines 9A
and 9B to the respective outer edges of the side panels
6A and 6B.
[0023] A relatively narrow bottom panel 10 is connect-
ed by a fold line 11 to the lower edge of the back panel
5 and a front panel 12 is hingedley connected by a fold
line 13 to the outer edge of the bottom panel 10. A pair
of tabs 14A and 14B are connected by fold lines 15A
and 15B to the lower edges of the respective side panels
6A and 6B and lie alongside but are not connected to
opposite ends of the bottom panel 10. A top panel 16 is
connected by a fold line 16A to the upper edge of the
back panel 5 and a closure flap 17 is connected by a

fold line 17A to the outer edge of the top panel 16. A tab
18 is formed adjacent the free outer edge of the closure
flap 17 and cooperates, when the holder is assembled,
with a slot 19 formed adajacent the outer edge of the
front panel 12 to enable the assembled holder to be
opened and closed to gain access to documents or other
items which may be contained in it. Apertures 20A and
20B are provided in the respective attachment panels
8A and 8B and are adapted in use to be engaged by
projecting tongue members 21A and 21B connected by
fold lines 22A and 22B to the opposite side edges of the
front panel 12 adjacent the outer end thereof to maintain
the holder in its assembled position as will be described
hereafter.
[0024] The holder is formed from the blank of Fig. 1
by first folding the tabs 14A and 14B inwardly about the
folds lines 15A and 15B and then folding the side panels
6A,6B, the bottom panel 10 and the top panel 16 inward-
ly about the respective fold lines 7A, 7B, 11 and 16A.
The attachment panels 8A and 8B are then folded in-
wardly about the fold lines 9A and 9B so as to lie parallel
to the backpanel 5. The front panel 12 is then folded
inwardly about the fold line 13 to a position in which it
lies flush against the attachment panels 8A and 8B.
These then require to be interconnected by engagement
of the tongues 21A and 21B in the respective apertures
20A and 20B as will be described below. This retains
the folder in the assembled condition illustrated in Fig.
3 and the closure flap 17 may then be pivotted about the
fold line 17A and the tab 18 engaged in and released
from the slot 19 as required to close and open the folder
to gain access to the contents.
[0025] Each of the locking apertures 20A,20B is of
generally triangular form having two relatively long sides
25 and 26 interconnected by a relatively short third side
or base 27. Side 25 is shorter than side 26 and is aligned
with the fold line 9A. The relatively longer side 26 is in-
clined outwardly towards the free edge of the associated
attachment panel so that when the attachment panel is
folded into its assembled position as shown in Fig. 2,
the side 26 of the opening 20A is displaced inwardly
from the associated side wall panel 6A. The sides 25
and 26 of the aperture are straight whereas the relatively
short base 27 is inwardly curved to define recesses 28A
and 28B at the two bottom corners of the triangular ap-
erture.
[0026] Each of the tongues 21A,21B is attached to the
associated side edge of the front panel by a neck portion
30 the length of which corresponds approximately to
that of the side 25 of the aperature 20A. A nose portion
31 is set back from the neck 30 of the tongue and ex-
tends parallel thereto to define a slot 32 between the
nose portion 31 and the adjacent edge of the front panel
12. The tongue extends outwardly from the opposite end
of the neck portion 30 to define a tail 33 projecting in the
opposite direction from the nose portion 31, the outer
edge 33A of the tail portion 33 extending generally par-
allel to the neck 30 and the outer edge 31A of the nose
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portion 31 being of arcuate form. The distance between
the end of the neck 30 adjacent the tail 33 and the tip of
the nose portion 31 (that is the distance between points
30A and 31B) corresponds approximately to the length
of the longer side 26 of the recess 20A.
[0027] The relationship between the tongue 21A and
the associated recess 20A is such that the tongue can-
not be inserted into the recess except adjacent the long-
er edge 26 and then only if the front panel is deformed
as shown at 35 in Fig. 2 to permit the tail 33 of the tongue
to enter the recess first. The tongue may then be moved
inwardly until point 30A rests in the notch 28B of the
recess 20A at which point the tongue may be rotated
about point 30A until the tip 31B of the nose 31 passes
into the recess at its apex. This movement is permitted
by virtue of the curved outer surface 31A of the tongue
and the fact that the distance between points 30A and
31B corresponds to the length of the longest side 26 of
the recess.
[0028] Once in this position the tongue is located with-
in the holder, the front panel of which lies generally flush
with the associated attachment panel but with the
tongue lying generally parallel to the edge 26 of the re-
cess 20A. The tongue may then be moved from this en-
gaging position into a locking position by applying lateral
pressure from within the holder to force the corner 30A
to ride over the curved portion of the base 27 of the re-
cess from the notch 28B into the notch 28A. In this po-
sition the nose 31 projects beyond the upper edge of the
recess and the tail 33 beyond the lower edge with the
tongue lying flat against the inner surface of the side
wall panel 6A. It is not then possible by pulling on the
front panel to disengage it from the body of the holder
and the holder is thus securely held in its assembled
condition. If it is desired subsequently to disengage the
latch arrangement, the tongues 21A and 21B at oppo-
site sides of the holder require to be moved inwardly to
lie along the longer side 26 of the respective recesses,
following which the tongues may be withdrawn from the
recesses by reversing the movement effected to engage
them initially.
[0029] It should be noted that the width of each tongue
21A,21B, that is to say the dimension at right angles to
the associated fold line 22A,22B is approximately equal
to the width of the side walls 6A,6B. By virtue of this
arrangement, in the locked position the tongue extends
across the full depth of the holder between the front pan-
el 12 and the back panel 5. This resists crushing or flat-
tening of the holder in use and also doubles the wall
thickness in the region of the tongue, thereby increasing
the rigidity of the assembled holder. Moreover as the
tongues are located generally midway between the top
and the bottom of the holder, this increase in rigidity is
provided at the location which is otherwise least rigid
and most susceptible to flattening or crushing move-
ment.
[0030] By virtue of the arrangement described the co-
operating parts of the latch means may be readily en-

gaged with one another in the engaging position but
rather than remaining there, the tongues are moved
bodily outwardly into their locking positions in which they
lie flush against the side walls of the assembled holder.
In this position the assembly is securely locked in its as-
sembled position and cannot inadvertantly come apart
causing spillage or loss of the contents. The latch means
may also be disengaged if required by first moving the
tongues into the engaging position and then withdraw-
ing them from the respective apertures, although it will
be appreciated that in general disengagement is infre-
quently required. The principal benefit of the construc-
tion resides in the fact that it may be transported and
stored as a flat blank taking up minimum space and once
assembled the holder will generally not require to be tak-
en apart subsequently.
[0031] The location of the tongues adjacent the side
wall panels of the assembed holder is also advanta-
geous in that they do not interefere with documents be-
ing placed into or removed from the holder and even if
such documents contact the tongues, it is not possible
for them to effect disengagement of the tongues from
the associated recesses.
[0032] Various modifications may be made without
departing from the invention. For example while in the
arrangements described the triangular recesses have
their apices uppermost, they could be inverted if de-
sired. The shape, size and dimensions of the tongues
and the recesses may also be varied provided they af-
ford an initial engaging position and a subsequent lock-
ing position in which it is not possible for the tongues to
be withdrawn from the recesses. The use of the tongues
to rigidify the assembled holder in the manner aforesaid
may be incorporated in a holder not provided with a dual
position locking movement and alternative forms of latch
means operable to rigidify the assembled holder may
be employed if desired. Moreover while it is preferred
that the wallet or holder is formed from plastics material
it could alternatively be formed from cardboard or other
similar material.

Claims

1. A blank for the construction of a document holder
or wallet, the blank being formed from a single sheet
of material cut and provided with fold lines to enable
the blank to be erected to form a holder or wallet
having back (5), front (12), side (6A, 6B) and bottom
(10) panels, a closure member (17) hingedly con-
nected to the upper edge (16A) of the back panel
(5) so as to be foldable over the front panel (12) to
open or close the holder to give access to the inte-
rior, and latch means (21A, 21B) operable to main-
tain the holder in its assembled condition, the or
each latch means comprising a tongue (21A, 21B)
formed on one panel member and engageable in a
recess (20A, 20B) in another panel member, char-
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acterised in that the recess (20A, 20B) defines a
first or engaging position in which the tongue (21A,
21B) is passable into the recess in a direction nor-
mal to the plane of the recess, and a second or lock-
ing position into which the tongue is movable later-
ally from the engaging position and from which the
tongue cannot be disengaged without returning it to
the engaging position.

2. A blank according to claim 1 characterised in that
said recess (20A,20B) is of generally triangular form
having a relatively long side (26) defining said en-
gaging position and a shorter side (25) defining said
locking position, the base (27) of the triangle incor-
porating means for constraining the associated
tongue member (21A,21B) to locate against one or
other of said sides.

3. A blank according to claim 2 characterised in that
said base (27) is curved between its ends to con-
strain said tongue member (21A,21B) to move to
one or other corner of the triangle when subjected
to external pressure in a locking or unlocking direc-
tion.

4. A blank according to claim 2 or 3 characterised in
that said tongue member (21A,21B) when in said
locking position is of greater longitudinal extent than
the length of said shorter side (25) of the recess.

5. A blank according to claim 4 characterised in that
said tongue (21A,21B) is longer in said locking po-
sition than the length of said longer side (26) of the
recess (20A,20B), but is of shorter dimension than
said longer side in an alternative direction, whereby
the tongue may be inserted into the recess in a pre-
engaging position and may be rotated into said en-
gaging position in which it projects beyond at least
one end of the long side of said triangle.

6. A blank according to claim 5 characterised in that
an outer surface (31A) of said tongue member (21A,
21B) is of arcuate form to facilitate rotating move-
ment between said pre-engaging and engaging po-
sitions.

7. A blank according to any of claims 4 to 6 charac-
terised in that said tongue (21A,21B) is provided
with a neck portion (30) corresponding in length to
the length of the shorter side (25) of said recess
(20A,20B), portions (31B,33) of the tongue project-
ing in opposite directions from said neck portion
whereby to lie beneath the associated panel (8A) in
the locked position of the latch means and retain
the tongue against disengagement from the recess.

8. A blank according to any preceding claim charac-
terised in that the dimensions of said tongue (21A,

21B) and said recess (20A,20B) are such that the
tongue may be inserted into the recess and manip-
ulated into the engaged and locked positions with-
out substantial deformation of the tongue.

9. A blank according to any preceding claims charac-
terised by attachment panels (8A,8B) hingedly
connected to said side panels (6A,6B) and adapted
in the erected condition of the holder to overlie the
back panel (5), said front panel (12) being adapted
to overlie said attachment panels and to be con-
nected thereto by said latch means.

10. A blank according to claim 9 characterised in that
a pair of latch means (21A,21B) are provided at re-
spective opposite sides of the holder to interconnect
the front panel (12) to respective ones of said at-
tachment panels (8A,8B).

11. A blank according to claim 10 characterised in that
each of said recesses (21A,21B) is formed in the
associated attachment panel (8A,8B) with the
shorter edge (25) aligned with the fold line (9A) be-
tween the attachment panel and the associated
side panel (6A,6B), the associated tongue (21A,
21B) being foldably connected to and projecting
from the corresponding side edge of said front pan-
el.

12. A blank according to any preceding claim charac-
terised in that said front panel (12) is of lesser ex-
tent than said back panel (15) whereby to form a
front opening to the assembled holder adapted to
be closed by said closure member (17).

13. A blank according to claim 12 characterised in that
cooperating attachment means (18,19) are provid-
ed on the front panel (12) and the closure member
(17) to retain the closure member in its closed po-
sition.

14. A blank according to any preceding claim charac-
terised in that said tongue member (21A,21B) is
adapted when in said locking position to lie flush
against the adjacent side panel (6A,6B) of the as-
sembled holder.

15. A blank according to claim 14 characterised in that
the width of the tongue member (21A,21B) is sub-
stantially equal to the width of the adjacent side pan-
el member (6A,6B).

16. A document holder or wallet according to claim 15
characterised in that said tongue members (21A,
21B) are disposed generally centrally of the height
of the assembled holder to increase the strength in
the central region of the assembled holder.
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17. A document holder or wallet characterised in that
it is formed from a blank according to any preceding
claim.

18. A method of assembling a document holder or wal-
let from a one piece blank comprising folding the
blank about fold lines (7A, 7B, 8A, 8B, 11, 13) to a
semi-assembled condition and engaging latch
means (21A, 21B) on components of the holder with
openings (20A, 20B) formed in adjacent compo-
nents characterised by subsequently moving the
engaged latch members (21A,21B) laterally of said
openings from engaging to locking positions in
which they cannot be removed from the associated
openings (20A,20B) without first returning them to
the engaging positions.

Patentansprüche

1. Vorform zum Erstellen eines Dokumentenhalters
oder einer Brieftasche, wobei die Vorform aus einer
geschnittenen und mit Faltlinien versehenen einzi-
gen Lage aus Material besteht, um das Aufrichten
der Vorform zu ermöglichen, um einen Halter oder
eine Brieftasche mit einer Rückwand (5), einer Vor-
derwand (12), Seitenwänden (6A, 6B) und einem
Boden (10) zu bilden, wobei ein Verschlußglied (17)
an den oberen Rand (16A) der Rückwand (5) derart
angelenkt ist, daß es über die Vorderwand (12) falt-
bar ist, um den Halter zu öffnen oder zu schließen,
um in den Innenraum gelangen zu können, und wo-
bei ein Verriegelungsmittel (21A, 21B) vorgesehen
ist, das sich betätigen läßt, um den Halter in seinem
geschlossenen Zustand zu halten, wobei das oder
jedes Verriegelungsmittel eine Lasche (21A, 21B)
aufweist, die an einem Wandelement ausgebildet
ist und in eine Aussparung (20A, 20B) in einem an-
deren Wandelement eingesteckt werden kann, da-
durch gekennzeichnet, daß die Aussparung (20A,
20B) eine erste Stellung oder Eingriffsstellung be-
stimmt, in welche die Lasche (21A, 21B) in einer
normal zur Ebene der Aussparung verlaufenden
Richtung in die Aussparung einführbar ist, und eine
zweite Stellung oder Verriegelungsstellung be-
stimmt, in welche die Lasche seitlich von der Ein-
griffsstellung bewegbar ist und aus welcher die La-
sche nicht außer Eingriff gebracht werden kann,
ohne sie in die Eingriffsstellung zurückzubringen.

2. Vorform nach Anspruch 1, dadurch gekennzeich-
net, daß die Aussparung (20A, 20B) vorwiegend ei-
ne dreieckige Form hat mit einer relativ langen Seite
(26), welche die Eingriffsstellung bestimmt, und ei-
ner kürzeren Seite (25), welche die Verriegelungs-
stellung bestimmt, wobei die Grundseite (27) des
Dreiecks ein Mittel enthält, um das zugeordnete La-
schenglied (21A, 21B) gegen die eine oder die an-

dere der Seiten zu drücken.

3. Vorform nach Anspruch 2, dadurch gekennzeich-
net, daß die Grundseite (27) zwischen ihren Enden
gekrümmt ist, um das Laschenglied (21A, 21B) zu
zwingen, sich in die eine oder die andere Ecke des
Dreiecks zu bewegen, wenn es in einer Verriege-
lungs- oder Entriegelungsrichtung äußerem Druck
ausgesetzt wird.

4. Vorform nach Anspruch 2 oder 3, dadurch gekenn-
zeichnet, daß das Laschenglied (21A, 21B) in der
Verriegelungsstellung eine Ausdehnung in der
Längsrichtung hat, die größer als die Länge der kür-
zeren Seite (25) der Aussparung ist.

5. Vorform nach Anspruch 4, dadurch gekennzeich-
net, daß die Lasche (21A, 21B) in der Verriege-
lungsstellung länger als die Länge der längeren
Seite (26) der Aussparung (20A, 20B) ist, jedoch in
einer alternativen Richtung eine kürzere Abmes-
sung als die längere Seite hat, wobei die Lasche in
die Aussparung in eine Vor-Eingriffsstellung einge-
führt werden kann und in die Eingriffsstellung ge-
dreht werden kann, in welcher sie über mindestens
ein Ende der langen Seite des Dreiecks hinausragt.

6. Vorform nach Anspruch 5, dadurch gekennzeich-
net, daß eine äußere Fläche (31A) des Laschen-
glieds (21A, 21B) eine bogenförmige Gestalt hat,
um eine Drehbewegung zwischen der Vor-Eingriffs-
und der Eingriffsstellung zu erleichtern.

7. Vorform nach einem der Ansprüche 4 bis 6, da-
durch gekennzeichnet, daß die Lasche (21A,
21B) mit einem Halsabschnitt (30) versehen ist,
dessen Länge der Länge der kürzeren Seite (25)
der Aussparung (20A, 20B) entspricht, wobei Ab-
schnitte (31B, 33) der Lasche in entgegengesetzte
Richtungen von dem Halsabschnitt aus ragen und
dabei unterhalb der entsprechenden zugeordneten
Wand (8A) in der verriegelten Stellung des Verrie-
gelungsmittels liegen und die Lasche gegen ein Lö-
sen aus der Aussparung halten.

8. Vorform nach einem der vorhergehenden Ansprü-
che, dadurch gekennzeichnet, daß die Abmes-
sungen der Lasche (21A, 21B) und der Aussparung
(20A, 20B) so bemessen sind, daß die Lasche in
die Aussparung eingeführt und in die verriegelte
Eingriffsstellung gebracht werden kann, ohne daß
es einer wesentlichen Verformung der Lasche be-
darf.

9. Vorform nach einem der vorhergehenden Ansprü-
che, gekennzeichnet durch Anbauwände (8A,
8B), die mit den Seitenwänden (6A, 6B) angelenkt
verbunden sind und dafür ausgelegt sind, um in der
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aufgerichteten Stellung des Halters über der Rück-
wand (5) zu liegen, wobei die Vorderwand (12) da-
für ausgelegt ist, um über den Anbauwänden zu lie-
gen und mit ihnen durch das Verriegelungsmittel
verbunden zu werden.

10. Vorform nach Anspruch 9, dadurch gekennzeich-
net, daß zwei Verriegelungsmittel (21A, 21B) an je-
weiligen gegenüberliegenden Seiten des Halters
vorgesehen sind, um die Vorderwand (12) mit den
jeweiligen Anbauwänden (8A, 8B) zu verbinden.

11. Vorform nach Anspruch 10, dadurch gekenn-
zeichnet, daß jede der Aussparungen (21A, 21B)
in der zugeordneten Anbauwand (8A, 8B) gebildet
ist, wobei der kürzere Rand (25) mit der Faltlinie
(9A) zwischen der Anbauwand und der zugeordne-
ten Seitenwand (6A, 6B) ausgerichtet ist, und wobei
die zugeordnete Lasche (21A, 21B) mit dem ent-
sprechenden Seitenrand der Vorderwand gefaltet
verbunden ist und sich von ihr aus erstreckt.

12. Vorform nach einem der vorhergehenden Ansprü-
che, dadurch gekennzeichnet, daß die Vorder-
wand (12) eine geringere Ausdehnung als die Rück-
wand (15) hat, wodurch eine Vorderöffnung an dem
zusammengebauten Halter gebildet wird, die dazu
ausgelegt ist, um durch das Verschlußglied (17) ge-
schlossen zu werden.

13. Vorform nach Anspruch 12, dadurch gekenn-
zeichnet, daß zusammenwirkende Befestigungs-
mittel (18, 19) an der Vorderwand (12) und dem Ver-
schlußglied (17) vorgesehen sind, um das Ver-
schlußglied in seiner geschlossenen Stellung zu
halten.

14. Vorform nach einem der vorhergehenden Ansprü-
che, dadurch gekennzeichnet, daß das Laschen-
glied (21A, 21B) dafür ausgelegt ist, um in seiner
Verriegelungsstellung bündig an der benachbarten
Seitenwand (6A, 6B) des zusammengebauten Hal-
ters anzuliegen.

15. Vorform nach Anspruch 14, dadurch gekenn-
zeichnet, daß die Breite des Laschenglieds (21A,
21B) im wesentlichen gleich der Breite des benach-
barten Seitenwandglieds (6A, 6B) ist.

16. Dokumentenhalter oder Brieftasche gemäß An-
spruch 15, dadurch gekennzeichnet, daß die La-
schenglieder (21A, 21B) vorwiegend mittig zur Hö-
he des zusammengebauten Halters angeordnet
sind, um die Festigkeit im mittigen Bereich des zu-
sammengebauten Halters zu erhöhen.

17. Dokumentenhalter oder Brieftasche, dadurch ge-
kennzeichnet, daß er bzw. sie aus einer Vorform

nach einem der vorhergeheden Ansprüche gebildet
ist.

18. Verfahren zum Zusammenbauen eines Dokumen-
tenhalters oder einer Brieftasche aus einer einstük-
kigen Vorform, wobei die Vorform um Faltlinien (7A,
7B, 8A, 8B, 11, 13) herum zu einem halbfertigen Zu-
stand gefaltet wird und wobei an Bestandteilen des
Halters vorhandene Verriegelungsmittel (21A, 21B)
mit in benachbarten Bestandteilen gebildeten Öff-
nungen (20A, 20B) in Eingriff gebracht werden, da-
durch gekennzeichnet, daß man die in Eingriff ge-
brachten Verriegelungsglieder (21A, 21B) darauf-
hin in seitlicher Richtung der Öffnungen von Ein-
griffs- zu Verriegelungsstellungen bewegt, in denen
sie von den zugeordneten Öffnungen (20A, 20B)
nicht entfernt werden können, ohne daß man sie zu-
nächst in die Eingriffsstellungen zurückbringt.

Revendications

1. Ebauche pour la fabrication d'un porte-documents
ou portefeuille, l'ébauche étant formée à partir
d'une seule feuille de matériau découpée et pour-
vue de lignes de pliure pour permettre de monter
l'ébauche et de former un porte-documents ou por-
tefeuille avec une partie formant dos (5), une partie
formant devant (12), des parties formant côtés (6A,
6B) et une partie formant fond (10), un élément de
fermeture (17) relié de manière articulé au bord su-
périeur (16A) de la partie formant dos (5) de maniè-
re à pouvoir être replié sur la partie formant devant
(12) pour ouvrir ou fermer le porte-document et per-
mettre d'accéder à l'intérieur de ce dernier, et des
moyens de verrouillage (21A, 21B) pouvant être ac-
tionnés pour maintenir le porte-documents dans sa
position assemblée, le moyen ou chaque moyen de
verrouillage comprenant une languette (21A, 21B)
formée sur une partie et pouvant s'insérer dans un
évidemment (20A, 20B) ménagé dans une autre
partie, caractérisée en ce que l'évidement (20A,
20B) définit une première position ou position de mi-
se en prise dans laquelle la languette (21A, 21B)
peut passer dans l'évidement dans un sens perpen-
diculaire par rapport au plan de l'évidement, et une
deuxième position ou position de verrouillage dans
laquelle la languette peut se déplacer de manière
latérale à partir de la position de mise en prise et à
partir de laquelle la languette ne peut pas se déga-
ger sans retourner à la position de mise en prise.

2. Ebauche selon la revendication 1, caractérisée en
ce que ledit évidemment (20A, 20B) a générale-
ment une forme triangulaire présentant un côté re-
lativement long (26) définissant ladite position de
mise en prise et un côté plus court (25) définissant
ladite position de verrouillage, la base (27) du trian-
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gle comprenant des moyens pour maintenir l'élé-
ment associé formant languette (21A, 21B) en po-
sition contre l'un ou l'autre desdits côtés.

3. Ebauche selon la revendication 2, caractérisée en
ce que ladite base (27) est incurvée entre ses ex-
trémités pour maintenir ledit élément formant lan-
guette (21A, 21B) et le pousser vers l'un ou l'autre
angle du triangle lors de l'application d'une pression
externe dans un sens assurant le verrouillage ou le
déverrouillage.

4. Ebauche selon les revendications 2 ou 3, caracté-
risée en ce que ledit élément formant languette
(21A, 21 B) une fois placé dans ladite position de
verrouillage dépasse dans le sens longitudinal la
longueur dudit côté plus court (25) de l'évidement.

5. Ebauche selon la revendication 4, caractérisée en
ce que ladite languette (21A, 21B) est plus longue
dans ladite position de verrouillage que la longueur
dudit côté plus long (26) de l'évidement (20A, 20B)
mais présente une dimension inférieure audit côté
le plus long, dans un autre sens, la languette pou-
vant ainsi être insérée dans l'évidement dans une
position de pré-mise en prise et peut tourner pour
passer dans ladite position de mise en prise dans
laquelle elle se projette au-delà d'au moins une ex-
trémité du côté long dudit triangle.

6. Ebauche selon la revendication 5, caractérisée en
ce qu'une surface extérieure (31A) dudit élément
formant languette (21A, 21B) présente une forme
incurvée pour faciliter le mouvement de rotation en-
tre lesdites positions de pré-mise en prise et de mi-
se en prise.

7. Ebauche selon l'une quelconque des revendica-
tions 4 à 6, caractérisée en ce que ladite languette
(21A, 21B) est pourvue d'une partie formant col (30)
dont la longueur correspond à celle du côté plus
court (25) dudit évidemment (20A, 20B), les parties
(31B, 33) de la languette se projetant dans des di-
rections opposées à partir de ladite partie formant
col de manière à se placer au-dessous de la partie
associée (8A) dans la position verrouillée du moyen
de verrouillage et à bloquer la languette pour l'em-
pêcher de sortir de l'évidement.

8. Ebauche selon l'une quelconque des revendica-
tions précédentes, caractérisée en ce que les di-
mensions de ladite languette (21A, 21B) et dudit
évidemment (20A, 20B) sont telles que la languette
peut être insérée dans l'évidement et manipulée
pour passer dans les positions de mise en prise et
de verrouillage sans déformation sensible de la lan-
guette.

9. Ebauche selon l'une quelconque des revendica-
tions précédentes, caractérisée par des parties de
raccordement (8A, 8B) reliées de manière articulée
aux dites parties de côtés (6A, 6B) et adaptées pour
recouvrir, dans la condition montée du porte-docu-
ments, la partie formant dos (5), ladite partie for-
mant devant (12) étant adaptée pour recouvrir les-
dites parties de raccordement et être fixée à ces
dernières par ledit moyen de verrouillage.

10. Ebauche selon la revendication 9, caractérisée en
ce qu'une paire de moyens de verrouillage (21A,
21B) sont prévues sur des côtés respectivement
opposés du porte-documents pour relier la partie
formant devant (12) à l'une desdites parties de rac-
cordement correspondantes (8A, 8B).

11. Ebauche selon la revendication 10, caractérisée
en ce que chacun desdits évidements (21A, 21B)
est formé dans la partie de raccordement associée
(8A, 8B) avec le bord plus court (25) aligné sur la
ligne de pliure (9A) entre la partie de raccordement
et la partie latérale associée (6A, 6B), la languette
associée (21A, 21B) étant reliée en pouvant être
pliée au bord latéral correspondant de ladite partie
formant devant et se projetant à partir de ce même
bord.

12. Ebauche selon l'une quelconque des revendica-
tions caractérisée en ce que ladite partie formant
devant (12) est inférieure à ladite partie formant dos
(15) pour former ainsi une ouverture frontale du por-
te-documents assemblé, adaptée pour être fermée
par ledit élément de fermeture (17).

13. Ebauche selon la revendication 12, caractérisée
en ce que les moyens de fixation coopérants (18,
19) sont prévus sur la partie formant devant (12) et
l'élément de fermeture (17) pour fixer l'élément de
fermeture dans sa position fermée.

14. Ebauche selon l'une quelconque des revendica-
tions précédentes, caractérisée en ce que ledit
élément formant languette (21A, 21B) est adapté
pour, une fois en position de verrouillage, se situer
au niveau de, et contre, la partie latérale adjacente
(6A, 6B) du porte-documents assemblée.

15. Ebauche selon la revendication 14, caractérisée
en ce que la largeur de l'élément formant languette
(21A, 21B) est sensiblement égale à la largeur de
l'élément formant partie latérale adjacente (6A, 6B).

16. Porte-documents ou portefeuille selon la revendi-
cation 15, caractérisé en ce que lesdits éléments
formant languettes (21A, 21B) sont généralement
disposés au centre de la hauteur du porte-docu-
ments assemblé pour augmenter la résistance de
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la zone centrale de ce porte-documents assemblé.

17. Porte-documents ou portefeuille caractérisé en ce
qu'il est formé à partir d'une ébauche selon l'une
quelconque des revendications précédentes.

18. Procédé d'assemblage d'un porte-documents ou
portefeuille à partir d'une pièce d'ébauche consis-
tant à plier l'ébauche autour des lignes de pliure
(7A, 7B, 8A, 8B, 11, 13) pour adopter une position
semi-assemblée et à mettre en prise des moyens
de verrouillage (21A, 21B) situés sur des éléments
du porte-documents, avec des ouvertures (20A,
20B) formées dans des éléments adjacents, carac-
térisé en ce qu'il consiste ensuite à déplacer les
éléments de verrouillage mis en prise (21A, 21B)
dans le sens latéral desdites ouvertures à partir de
la position de mise en prise jusqu'à la position de
verrouillage dans lesquelles ils ne peuvent plus être
retirés des ouvertures associées (20A, 20B) sans
retourner tout d'abord aux positions de mise en pri-
se.
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