
Printed by Jouve, 75001 PARIS (FR)

Europäisches Patentamt

European Patent Office

Office européen des brevets

(19)

E
P

0 
81

7 
52

2
A

3
*EP000817522A3*
(11) EP 0 817 522 A3

(12) EUROPEAN PATENT APPLICATION

(88) Date of publication A3:
21.07.1999 Bulletin 1999/29

(43) Date of publication A2:
07.01.1998 Bulletin 1998/02

(21) Application number: 97304643.6

(22) Date of filing: 27.06.1997

(51) Int Cl.6: H04Q 7/38, H04Q 7/24

(84) Designated Contracting States:
AT BE CH DE DK ES FI FR GB GR IE IT LI LU MC
NL PT SE

(30) Priority: 27.06.1996 GB 9613572

(71) Applicant: NORTEL NETWORKS CORPORATION
Montreal, Quebec H2Y 3Y4 (CA)

(72) Inventors:
• Price, David

Erley, Reading RG6 5XT (GB)
• Maginley, Ronald James

Bray, Maidenhead SL6 2BG (GB)

(74) Representative: Ryan, John Peter William et al
Nortel Networks
Intellectual Property Law Group
London Road
Harlow, Essex CM17 9NA (GB)

(54) Cellular communications system

(57) In a mobile telephone network, a home location
register (HLR) is provided with one or more cascaded
home location registers to which some of the subscrib-
ers are allocated so as to share the workload in process-
ing the subscriber information requests that are involved
in the setting up of calls. Routing of requests to the cor-

rect HLR is simplified by routing all such requests to the
original or master HLR and forwarding only those re-
quests for which data is stored on one of the back-up or
cascaded HLRs. This avoids the need for changes in
the existing system routing plan. In a further embodi-
ment two HLRs may form a mutually boosting pair.
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