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(54)  Ink supplying apparatus

(57)  Aninksupplying apparatus for an ink jet record-
ing apparatus (1) is provided that includes an ink case
(21) which can store ink pellets (20) such that the ink
pellets are movable toward a discharging section. The
ink case includes a plurality of accommodating channel
sections (23) arranged parallel to each other so as to
correspond to a plurality of colors of the ink pellets; a
pellet pressing member and an urging member ar-
ranged respectively in each of the accommodating
channel sections for urging the ink pellets in each of the
accommodating channel sections toward the discharg-
ing section; and a discharging mechanism (36) for sup-
plying the ink pellet at a supplying section of each of the
discharging sections to a tank section (16) of the ink jet
recording apparatus.
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The Search Division considers that the present European patent application does not comply with the
requirements of unity of invention and relates to several inventions or groups of inventions, namely:

1. Claims: 1-9
Ink supply apparatus for supplying an ink pellet having an
urging mechanism and at least one supplying mechanism.

2. Claims: 10-19
Ink supplying apparatus for supplying ink pellets having an
ink case, an urging mechanism and an urging releasing
mechanism

3. Claim : 20
Ink supply apparatus for supplying ink pellets having an ink

case, an urging mechanism, an urging releasing mechanism, a
supplying mechanism and a cover.
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