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(54)  Freeze  drying  method  and  appara tus  

(57)  A  method  of  freeze  drying  a  substance  com-  within  a  condensation  chamber  in  communication 
prising: 

freezing  the  substance  in  a  freeze  drying  chamber 
so  that  a  liquid  component  of  the  substance  is  fro- 
zen  into  a  solid; 

sublimating  the  solid  into  a  vapour; 

condensing  the  vapour  on  a  cold  condenser  located 

with  the  freeze  drying  chamber;  and 

prior  to  condensing  the  vapour,  pressurising  the 
condensation  chamber  with  a  gas  and  allowing 
pressure  within  the  freeze  drying  and  condensation 
chamber  to  equalise  so  that  the  gas  flows  from  the 
condensation  chamber  to  the  freeze  drying  cham- 
ber  and  thereby  acts  to  inhibit  the  solid  from  enter- 
ing  the  condensation  chamber. 
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