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(54)  Method  of  and  apparatus  for  addressing  a  ferroelectric  liquid  crystal  device  and  a 
ferroelectric  liquid  crystal  device 

(57)  A  ferroelectric  liquid  crystal  device,  such  as  a 
display  panel,  has  a  plurality  of  pixels  arranged  as  rows 
and  columns  in  a  passive  matrix  arrangement.  Each 
pixel  has  a  plurality  of  switching  thresholds,  for  instance 
by  having  different  regions  (7,  8)  of  different  thick- 
nesses,  so  as  to  provide  a  plurality  of  grey  levels.  A  volt- 
age  waveform  is  applied  to  each  pixel  for  switching  it  to 
a  desired  grey  level.  A  blanking  pulse  of  a  first  polarity  is 
applied  to  reset  the  pixel  to  a  reset  grey  level.  This  is  fol- 
lowed  by  a  compensating  pulse  (20)  of  polarity  opposite 
the  first  polarity,  after  which  a  waveform  for  selecting  the 
desired  grey  level  is  provided.  The  effect  of  the  compen- 
sating  pulse  (20)  is  to  reduce  the  effect  of  xmin  shift  so 
as  to  provide  a  relatively  wide  driving  window  (13)  to 
allow  more  reliable  selection  of  an  intermediate  grey 
level. 
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