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(54) Frame assembly

(57) A frame assembly for holding a picture or the
like, including a frame (1) having a center opening and
being covered with a decorative fabric (2); a back plate
(3) mounted on the frame (1) at the back side and
bounded to the decorative fabric (2) by a fusion glue,
having a center opening fitting the center opening of the
frame (1), and a hinged cover board (4) adapted for
closing the center opening of said back plate (3); and a
transparent face board (6) mounted between the frame
(1) and the back plate (3).
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Description

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates to a frame assembly
for holding a picture, painting, etc., which comprises a
frame decorated with a fabric covering, and a back plate
mounted on the back side of the frame and sealed to the
fabric covering by a fusion glue.

Regular picture frames or painting frames are com-
monly comprised of an open frame, a transparent face
board for example a glass mounted within the open
frame, and a stiff backing detachably fastened to the
back side of the open frame and covered over the trans-
parent face board. This structure of frame assembly is
monotonous and less attractive.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

According to one aspect of the present invention,
the frame assembly comprises a frame having a center
opening and being covered with a decorative fabric; a
back plate mounted on the frame at the back side, hav-
ing a center opening fitting the center opening of the
frame, and a hinged cover board adapted for closing the
center opening of said back plate; and a transparent
face board mounted between the frame and the back
plate. When the hinged cover board is opened, a picture
or painting can be installed in the frame assembly and
retained between the transparent face board and the
back plate. When the picture or painting is installed, the
hinged cover board is closed on the back plate and
secured in place by swivel pins at the back side of the
back plate. According to another aspect of the present
invention, the fabric covering of the frame and the back
plate are bounded together by a fusion glue, which fills
up the gap between the frame and the back plate.
According to still another aspect of the present inven-
tion, the frame and the back plate may be made from
paper, so as to meet the requirement for environmental
protection.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

Fig. 1 is an exploded view of a frame assembly
according to one embodiment of the present inven-
tion;

Fig. 2 is an elevational view of the frame assembly
shown in Figure 1;

Fig. 3 is a sectional view taken along line IlI-lll of
Figure 2, showing the cover board opened;

Fig. 4 is an enlarged view of a part of Figure 3,
showing the fabric covering and the back plate
bounded together;
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Fig. 5is a sectional view of a part of a frame assem-
bly according to a second embodiment of the
present invention;

Fig. 6 is a sectional view of a part of a frame assem-
bly according to a third embodiment of the present
invention;

Fig. 7 is an elevational view of a frame assembly
according to a fourth embodiment of the present
invention;

Fig. 8 is an elevational view of a frame assembly
according to a fifth embodiment of the present
invention; and,

Fig. 9 is an elevational view of a frame assembly
according to a sixth embodiment of the present
invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENT

Referring to the annexed drawings, a frame assem-
bly 10 in accordance with the present invention is gen-
erally comprised of a frame 1, a fabric covering 2, and a
back plate 3.

Referring to Figures 1 and 2, the frame assembly
10 is a picture frame. The frame 1 of the picture frame
10 is made from plastic, having a center opening 11.
The fabric covering 2 is covered around the periphery of
the frame 1. It can be made from fabric straps or strings
of different colors, or a piece of fabric, and decorated
with beads or any of a variety of ornamental objects.
The back plate 3 is connected to the frame 1 at one
side, having a center opening 31 fitting the center open-
ing 11 of the frame 1, and a hinged cover board 4 at the
back side adapted for covering the center opening 31 at
the back side. A stand 5 is connected to the cover board
4 at the back and adapted for supporting the picture
frame 10 on the desk. A transparent face board 6 which
may be made from glass or plastic is mounted between
the cover board 4 and the frame 1, so that a picture can
be retained between the transparent face board 6 and
the cover board 4. The width of the transparent face
board 6 is broader than that of the center opening 11 so
that the transparent face board 6 can be retained
between two opposite sides of the frame 1 and covered
over the center opening 11.

Referring to Figures 3 and 4, during the assembly
process of the picture frame 10, the frame 1 is mounted
on the back plate 3, then a fusion glue 7 is filled in the
gap between the back plate 3 and the fabric covering 2
to bond the back plate 3 and the fabric covering 2
together. When the cover board 4 is opened, a picture
can be installed in the picture frame 10 and attached to
the back side of the face board 6, and then retained in
place by closing the cover board 4. When the cover
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board 4 is closed, it is retained in the closed position by
swivel pins 12, which are made at the back side of the
back plate 3.

Figure 5 shows a frame assembly according to a
second embodiment of the present invention, in which
an intermediate frame 8 is fixedly secured to the back
plate 3 at the front side and bounded to the fabric cover-
ing 2, having a flange 81 adapted for holding the trans-
parent face board 6 between the frame 1 and the back
plate 3.

Figure 6 shows a frame assembly according to a
third embodiment of the present invention, in which the
frame 1" and the back plate 3' are made from paper so
that the weight of the frame assembly can be greatly
reduced; a layer of foamed plastic 9' is adhered to the
frame 1'; the fabric covering 2' is covered around the
frame 1" and the layer of foamed plastic 9'. Because of
the arrangement of the layer of foamed plastic 9, the
frame 1' is bulky and soft to the touch.

Figure 7 shows a frame assembly according to a
fourth embodiment of the present invention, in which a
first frame 1 (which is adapted for keeping a picture) and
a second frame 1" are respectively fastened to the front
flap and back flap of a hardback, and a mirror 101 is
mounted in the second frame 1".

Figure 8 shows a frame assembly according to a
fifth embodiment of the present invention. According to
this embodiment, the frame 1 is fastened to the front
cover of an album 102.

Figure 9 shows a frame assembly according to a
sixth embodiment of the present invention. According to
this embodiment, the frame 1 holds a clock 103.

As indicated, the frame assembly 10 can be made
in any of a variety of forms for different purposes; the
frame 1 of the frame assembly 10 is covered with a fab-
ric covering 2 for decoration, and the back plate 3 and
the frame 1 are bounded together by a fusion glue 7.

It is to be understood that the drawings are
designed for purposes of illustration only, and are not
intended as a definition of the limits and scope of the
invention disclosed.

Claims
1. A frame assembly comprising:

a frame having a center opening and a back
side, and being covered with fabric means;

a back plate mounted on the back side of said
frame and bounded to the fabric means of said
frame by a fusion glue, having a center opening
fitting the center opening of said frame, and a
hinged cover board adapted for closing the
center opening of said back plate; and

a transparent face board mounted between
said frame and said back plate.
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2.

10.

11.

12

13.

14.

15.

The frame assembly of claim 1 which is adapted for
holding a picture.

The frame assembly of claim 1 which is adapted for
holding a painting.

The frame assembly of claim 1 wherein said back
plate is a hardback having a front flap and a back
flap, said front flap is mounted on the back side of
said frame, said back flap holding a second frame
and a mirror within said second frame.

The frame assembly of claim 1 wherein said back
plate is a front cover of an album.

The frame assembly of claim 1 wherein said frame
holds a clock on the inside within the center open-
ing thereof.

The frame assembly of claim 1 wherein said fabric
means is comprised of a plurality of fabric straps of
different colors and sizes.

The frame assembly of claim 1 wherein said fabric
means is comprised of a plurality of fabric strings of
different colors and sizes.

The frame assembly of claim 1 wherein said fabric
means is comprised of pieces of fabric cloth of dif-
ferent colors and sizes.

The frame assembly of claim 1 wherein said trans-
parent face board is a transparent glass covered on
said back plate to hold down a picture or the like.

The frame assembly of claim 1 wherein said trans-
parent face board is a transparent plastic board
covered on said back plate to hold down a picture or
the like.

The frame assembly of claim 1 wherein said frame
and said back plate are respectively molded from
plastic.

The frame assembly of claim 1 wherein said frame
and said back plate are respectively made from

paper.

The frame assembly of claim 12 wherein said frame
further comprises a layer of foamed plastic bonded
to one side thereof and covered within said fabric
means.

The frame assembly of claim 13 wherein said frame
further comprises a layer of foamed plastic bonded
to one side thereof and covered within said fabric
means.
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