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Description

This invention broadly relates to packaging materi-
als and more particularly concerns a composite, double-
layer, paper based packaging material, specifically use-
ful for packaging food products.

Even if it should be understood that no restrictive
use limitation is to be derived from the following speci-
fication, the specific field of use of the packaging mate-
rial according to this invention is the field of the retail
sale of food products, such as bacon, fromages, meats,
dairy products and like.

As it is well known, as a consequence of an already
established general practice and in compliance with al-
ways more and more restrictive and binding hygienical
regulations, food products offered for retail sale to public
are packaged in wrappings consisting of sheets of paper
based material which are wrapped around the product.

The packagings of paper based material should ful-
fil well established hygiene and safety requirements, so
that it has been for a certain time and presently it is still
general practice to use composite wrappings compris-
ing a paper based sheet, intended not to contact the
food product, together with a thin film of a plastics ma-
terial complying with the legal hygiene and use safety
regulations and requirements.

Such wrappings, however, have at least a deficien-
cy. In fact, aiming at preventing, during the warping op-
eration, which very often entails a real rolling of the pa-
per based material together with the food product con-
tainedtherein, the concerned food product from contact-
ing the external paper based material, it is usual practice
to use a second sheet of plastics material to directly cov-
er the concerned food product, so that, even is said
packaging material is to be very tightly wrapped, the
concerned food product is always insulated and sepa-
rated from the external paper based layer.

Even if it is certainly efficient, this approach always
entails use of two materials of different kinds, with con-
sequent problems for storage, inventory, housing com-
partments and like.

It is an object of this invention to improve such kind
of packaging materials and to realize a composite dou-
ble-layer packaging material which can be easy to man-
ufacture, as well as easy to be stored and applied, while
providing at once better performances than those of-
fered by conventional packagings, also the most recent-
ly developed ones.

It is specific subject-matter of this invention, there-
fore, a composite double-layer packaging material, par-
ticularly for food products, comprising a first support lay-
er, upon which a second layer is adhered, consisting of
a thin film of a material hygienically acceptable for con-
tact with food products, so as to form a double-layer
sheet, wherein said thin film of hygienically acceptable
material has sizes larger than the sizes of said first sup-
port layer, so that it forms a foldable flap designed to
cover the food product laid upon said double-layer
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sheet.

Further details and advantages of this invention will
be apparent from the following description with refer-
ence to the annexed drawings in which the preferred
embodiments are shown by way of illustration and not
by way of limitation.

In the drawings:

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a composite dou-
ble-layer packaging sheet material, having a folda-
ble overlayable flap,

Figure 2 is a perspective view of a composite dou-
ble-layer packaging sheet material having two fold-
able overlapping flaps.

By referring now to Figure 1, a first embodiment of
this invention comprises a base sheet 10 of paper ma-
terial, upon which a thin film 11 of plastics material is
applied, of a kind approved for use with food products.
Said film 11 is adhered to the paper base sheet 10 by
means of traditional methods and equipment.

The characterizing feature of said thin film 11, how-
ever, is that it has much larger sizes than the base sheet
10 and particularly it forms a free flap 12.

After the food product has been laid upon the dou-
ble-layer portion of the packaging sheet, the so former
free flap 12 is folded and laid upon the food product, in
order to perform the same function as performed by a
second separate sheet of plastics material according to
the state of the art.

By referring to Figure 2 of the drawings, a second
embodiment of this invention comprises a base sheet
10, also made of a paper material or substantially paper
material, upon which a thin film 11 of plastics material is
applied, of a kind approved for use with food products.
Said film 11 is adhered to the paper base sheet 10, by
means of traditional methods and equipment.

The characterizing feature of said thin film 11, how-
ever, is that it has much larger than the base sheet 10
and particularly it forms two free and opposed flaps 13
and 14. After the food product has been laid open the
double-layer portion of the packaging sheet, the so
formed opposed flaps 13 and 14 are folded and laid up-
on the food product, in order to perform the same func-
tion as performed by a second separate sheet of plastics
material according to the state of the art. Upon folding,
said flaps 13 and 14 can only be intermediately juxta-
posed, but they can also slightly overlap to one another
in intermediate area, so as to increase the coverage ef-
fect upon the food product.

In a further not shown embodiment, that can be eas-
ily apparent to those skilled in the art from the above
description, said thin film 11 can also form one or more
additional flaps orthogonal to flaps 13 and 14, in order
to wrap the food product not only at two lateral sides,
but also at the other two remaining opposite sides.

As above mentioned, the adhesion between the
base sheet and the thin plastics material film overposed
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thereupon can be effected by means of any desired

method and equipment, but anyway it is suggested that

the adhesion be not extended to the whole contact sur-

face, so as to leave a not adherent peripheral edge de-

signed to aid folding of the upper flap or flaps. 5
The preferred embodiments have been heretofore

described, it should be expressly understood that those

skilled in the art can make further changes and modifi-

cations to the details and to the material compositions,

as well as to the thicknesses and the shapes, without 70

departing from the scope of this invention as defined in

the annexed claims.

Claims 15

1. A composite double-layer packaging material, par-
ticularly for food products, comprising a first support
layer (10), upon which a second layer (11) is ad-
hered, consisting of a thin film of a material hygien- 20
ically acceptable for contact with food products so
as to form a double-layer sheet, characterized in
that said thin film of hygienically acceptable material
(11) has sizes larger that the sizes of said first sup-
port layer, so that it forms at least a foldable flap 25
(12,13,14) to cover a food product laid upon said
double-layer sheet.

2. A composite packaging material according to claim
1, characterized in that the film of hygienically ac- 30
ceptable material (11) forms two opposed side flaps
(13,14).

3. A composite packaging material according to claim
2, characterized in that said two opposed flaps 35
(13,14), after having been folded upon said food
product, are intermediately juxtaposed.

4. A composite packaging material according to claim
2, characterized in that said two opposed flaps 40
(13,14), after having been folded upon said food
product, slightly overlap to one another in the inter-
mediate area.

5. A composite packaging material accordingto claim 45
1, characterized in that said film of hygienically ac-
ceptable material forms four orthogonal opposed
flaps, cross foldable upon said food product, with or
without mutual overlap.

50

6. A composite packaging material according to claim
1, characterized in that the adhesion between the
base support layer (10) and the overlaid film (11) is
extended to less than their whole contact surface,
in order to leave a not adherent peripheral edge to 55
aid folding the upper flap(s).
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FIG. 2
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