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(54) Method for verifying the expected postage security device in a host system

(57) A method to verify in a host system that the
expected PSD is coupled to the host. The host system
generates a message, such as a random number and
sends to the PSD. In one embodiment, the random
number is signed in the PSD. The signed number is
transmitted to the host where the signature is verified. In
an alternate embodiment, the PSD encrypts the number
and transmits it to the host system. The host system
decrypts the encrypted number and ensures it corre-
sponds with the number originally generated and trans-
mitted to the PSD. Methods for verifying in a PSD that
the expected host is coupled to the PSD mirrors the two
embodiments for verifying the expected PSD. The gen-
erated message may include data indicating status of
the PSD based, for example a checksum of PSD trans-
action records stored in the host system.
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