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(57) A plurality of nitrate determination techniques
to determine the presence and/or concentration of ni-
trate containing compounds within water, food, and/or
virtually any other target medium. In one embodiment
of the invention a home based apparatus is provided

Nitrate detection, measurement, and treatment system

which may be used by a homeowner to determine the
relative presence and/or concentration of nitrate con-
taining compounds with food and/or with drinking water.
In another aspect of the invention, a water treatment
system is provided including an annular container and
a plurality of filters disposed within the container.
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CLAIMS INCURRING FEES

The present European patent application comprised at the time of filing more than ten claims.

l:l Only part of the claims have been paid within the prescribed time limit. The present European search
report has been drawn up for the first ten claims and for those claims for which claims fees have
been paid, namely claim(s):

No claims fees have been paid within the prescribed time limit. The present European search report has
been drawn up for the first ten claims.

LACK OF UNITY OF INVENTION

The Search Division considers that the present European patent application does not comply with the
requirements of unity of invention and relates to several inventions or groups of inventions, namely:

see sheet B

Ali further search fees have been paid within the fixed time limit. The present European search report has
been drawn up for all claims.

[

As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying an additional fee, the Search Division
did not invite payment of any additional fee.

[

Only part of the further search fees have been paid within the fixed time limit. The present European
search report has been drawn up for those patts of the European patent application which relate to the
inventions in respect of which search fees have been paid, namely claims:

[l

None of the further search fees have been paid within the fixed time limit. The present European search
report has been drawn up for those parts of the Europsan patent application which relate to the invention
first mentioned in the claims, namely claims:

See additional sheet.




EP 0 849 358 A3

0 ) Eun:opean Patent LACK OF UNITY OF INVENTION Application Number
J Office SHEETB EP 97 89 0235

The Search Division considers that the present European patent application does not comply with the
requirements of unity of invention and relates to several inventions or groups of inventions, namely:

1. Claims: 1-6

Method for obtaining nitrate reductase from corn plant
leaves and nitrate reductase so obtained.

2. Claims: 7-15
Method for determining amount and/or concentration of

nitrate containing compounds in a target medium and
apparatus therefore.

3. Claims: 16-47

Water treatment system and filter therefore.
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