EP 0 853 248 A3

Europaisches Patentamt

(19) 0> European Patent Office

Office européen des brevets

(11) EP 0 853 248 A3

(12) EUROPEAN PATENT APPLICATION

(88) Date of publication A3:
30.06.1999 Bulletin 1999/26

(43) Date of publication A2:
15.07.1998 Bulletin 1998/29

(21) Application number: 97123006.5

(22) Date of filing: 30.12.1997

(51) Int. c1.5: GO2B 6/44, CO3C 25/02

(84) Designated Contracting States:
ATBECHDEDKESFIFRGBGRIEIT LILUMC
NL PT SE
Designated Extension States:
AL LT LV MK RO SI

(30) Priority: 10.01.1997 US 779753

(71) Applicant: Siecor Corporation
Hickory, NC 28601-0489 (US)

(72) Inventor: Rutterman, Daniel J.
Hudson, NC 28638 (US)

(74) Representative:
Griinecker, Kinkeldey,
Stockmair & Schwanhdausser
Anwaltssozietat
Maximilianstrasse 58
80538 Munchen (DE)

(54) Buffered optical fiber

(57) A buffered optical fiber (10) includes a coated
optical fiber (19) loosely contained within a space (15)
delimited by the inner surface of a plastic tube (16). The
outer surface of the coated optical fiber is formed of
non-stick material (14) such as TEFLON. No filler mate-
rial is inserted between the coated optical fiber (19) and

the inner surface of the plastic tube (16). The plastic
tube (16) may have an inner diameter of 400 um and an
outer diameter of 900 um. The buffered optical fiber (10)
is suitable for use in interconnect cables (20).
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