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(54) System and method for printing with a portion of an ink-jet print head

(57) A system and method for printing with a portion
of an ink-jet print head 26 allows for defect-free printing
even with a print head 26 containing defective ink-jets
28. Where some ink-jets 28 on a print head 26 are
defective, the print head is controlled to print, albeit at a
reduced speed, using only properly functioning ink-jets.
For example, if the top half of a print head 26 contains
one or more defective ink-jets 28, the top half of the print
head could be disabled. Then using the defect-free bot-
tom half of the print head, the printer can continue to
print with high print quality. In this example, the printer
would make two swaths with the bottom half of the print
head to print what would normally be printed in a single
swath of a fully functional print head. A system for
detecting and locating defective ink-jets is provided.
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