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(54)  Stamping  device 

(57)  A  stamping  device  is  provided  for  imprinting 
inked  images  onto  an  external  object.  The  stamping 
device  includes  a  housing  (120)  having  a  first  end,  a 
second  end,  and  a  passageway  (130)  therebetween.  An 
image  nib  (160)  is  attached  to  the  second  end  of  the 
housing  and  has  an  outwardly  projecting  face  portion 
with  at  least  one  raised  image  (174)  formed  thereon.  An 
absorbent  transfer  medium  (140)  or  insert  member  is 
disposed  within  the  passageway  (130)  of  the  housing  in 
adjacent  relationship  with  respect  to  the  image  nib.  In 
use,  the  passageway  is  adapted  to  receive  a  marking 
nib  (24)  of  a  writing  instrument  (10),  such  as  a  marker, 
at  the  first  end  of  the  housing.  When  the  marking  nib  of 
the  writing  instrument  is  inserted  into  the  passageway 
(130),  ink  flows  from  the  writing  instrument  (10)  to  the 
absorbent  insert  member  (1  40)  and  then  to  the  image 
nib  (160).  Once  the  image  nib  is  saturated  with  ink,  an 
inked  reproduction  of  the  raised  images  formed  on  the 
image  nib  may  be  transferred  to  an  external  object  by 
pressing  the  outwardly  projecting  face  portion  of  the 
image  nib  against  the  external  object. 
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Description 

FIELD  OF  THE  INVENTION 

The  present  invention  relates  generally  to  ink 
stamps  and  writing  instruments  and,  more  particularly, 
to  a  stamping  device  for  imprinting  images  onto  an 
external  object  with  ink  from  a  writing  instrument  or  the 
like. 

BACKGROUND  OF  THE  INVENTION 

Ink  stamps  for  applying  inked  designs,  alpha 
numeric  characters,  or  other  indicia  onto  external  sur- 
faces  are  well  known  in  the  art.  Conventional  ink  stamps 
typically  include  a  handle  with  a  flat  base  portion  and  an 
elastomer  marking  face  with  raised  marking  indicia 
attached  to  the  base  portion  of  the  handle.  Such  ink 
stamps,  however,  suffer  from  a  number  of  deficiencies 
including  the  need  for  a  separate  ink  pad  for  supplying 
ink  to  the  elastomer  marking  face  prior  to  transferring 
inked  indicia  to  an  external  surface.  In  addition,  ink 
stamps  exist  which  are  self  inking.  However,  there 
remains  a  need  for  an  ink  stamp  which  utilizes  ink  from 
a  writing  instrument  or  the  like. 

OBJECTS  OF  THE  INVENTION 

Accordingly,  a  general  object  of  the  present  inven- 
tion  is  to  provide  a  stamping  device  which  is  attachable 
to  a  writing  instrument  or  the  like. 

Another  object  of  the  present  invention  is  to  provide 
a  stamping  device  which  utilizes  ink  from  a  writing 
instrument  or  the  like  to  imprint  images  onto  an  external 
object  or  surface. 

A  more  specific  object  of  the  present  invention  is  to 
provide  a  stamping  device  which  is  attachable  to  and 
absorbs  ink  from  a  writing  instrument  so  that  inked 
images  may  be  conveniently  imprinted  onto  an  external 
surface  such  as  a  piece  of  paper  or  the  like. 

A  further  object  of  the  present  invention  is  to  pro- 
vide  a  stamping  device  having  the  foregoing  character- 
istics  which  is  reliable,  durable,  and  convenient  to  use. 

These  and  other  objects,  features,  and  advantages 
of  the  present  invention  will  become  apparent  upon 
reading  the  following  detailed  description  of  the  exem- 
plified  embodiments  and  upon  reference  to  the  accom- 
panying  drawings. 

SUMMARY  OF  THE  INVENTION 

The  above  objects  are  accomplished  by  providing  a 
stamping  device  which  includes  a  housing  having  a  first 
end,  a  second  end,  and  a  passageway  therebetween, 
an  image  nib  attached  to  the  second  end  of  the  housing 
and  having  an  outwardly  projecting  face  portion  with  a 
raised  image  formed  thereon,  and  an  absorbent  transfer 
medium  or  insert  member  compressibly  disposed  within 

the  passageway  of  the  housing  in  contact  with  the 
image  nib.  In  use,  the  passageway  is  adapted  to  receive 
a  marking  nib  of  a  writing  instrument,  such  as  a  marker, 
at  the  first  end  of  the  housing.  When  the  marking  nib  of 

5  the  writing  instrument  is  inserted  into  the  passageway, 
ink  flows  from  the  writing  instrument  to  the  absorbent 
insert  member  and  then  to  the  image  nib.  Once  the 
image  nib  is  saturated  with  ink,  an  inked  reproduction  of 
the  raised  image  formed  on  the  image  nib  may  be  trans- 

10  ferred  to  an  external  object  by  pressing  the  outwardly 
projecting  face  portion  of  the  image  nib  against  the 
external  object. 

BRIEF  DESCRIPTION  OF  THE  DRAWINGS 
15 

In  the  drawings,  wherein  similar  reference  numerals 
denote  similar  elements  throughout  the  several  views: 

FIG.  1  is  an  exploded  perspective  view  of  a  first 
20  embodiment  of  a  stamping  device  in  accordance 

with  the  present  invention; 
FIG.  2  is  a  cross-sectional  view  of  the  stamping 
device  depicted  in  FIG.  1  with  the  lid  removed  for 
clarity  and  taken  along  line  2-2  of  FIG.  3A; 

25  FIG.  2A  is  a  cross-sectional  view  of  another  embod- 
iment  of  the  stamping  device; 
FIG.  3  is  a  bottom  view  of  the  stamping  device 
shown  in  FIG.  1  ; 
FIG.  3A  is  a  bottom  view  of  the  stamping  device 

30  without  the  image  nib; 
FIG.  4  is  a  top  view  of  the  stamping  device  shown  in 
FIG.  1; 
FIG.  5  is  a  side  view  of  the  stamping  device  shown 
in  FIG.  1; 

35  FIG.  6  is  a  cross-sectional  view  of  another  embodi- 
ment  of  the  stamping  device  in  accordance  with  the 
present  invention; 
FIG.  6A  is  a  cross-sectional  view  of  another  embod- 
iment  of  the  stamping  device  in  accordance  with  the 

40  present  invention; 
FIG.  6B  is  a  cross-sectional  view  of  another  embod- 
iment  of  the  stamping  device  in  accordance  with  the 
present  invention; 
FIG.  6C  is  a  cross-sectional  view  of  another 

45  embodiment  of  the  stamping  device  in  accordance 
with  the  present  invention; 
FIG.  7  is  a  cross-sectional  view  of  another  embodi- 
ment  of  the  stamping  device  in  accordance  with  the 
present  invention; 

so  FIG.  7A  is  a  cross-sectional  view  of  another  embod- 
iment  of  the  stamping  device  in  accordance  with  the 
present  invention; 
FIG.  8  is  a  cross-sectional  view  of  another  embodi- 
ment  of  the  stamping  device  in  accordance  with  the 

55  present  invention; 
FIG.  9  is  a  perspective  view  of  a  kit  including  the 
stamping  device  in  accordance  with  the  invention; 
FIG.  10  is  a  bottom  view  of  the  stamping  device 
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shown  in  FIG.  1  with  the  image  shown  in  dashed 
lines; 
FIG.  1  1  is  a  cross-sectional  view  with  dimensional 
parameters;  and 
FIGS.  12  are  side  views  of  various  marker  nibs. 

While  the  present  invention  will  be  described  and 
disclosed  in  connection  with  certain  embodiments  and 
procedures,  the  intent  is  not  to  limit  the  present  inven- 
tion  to  these  specific  embodiments.  On  the  contrary,  the 
intent  is  to  cover  all  such  alternatives,  modifications, 
and  equivalents  that  fall  within  the  spirit  and  scope  of 
the  present  invention  as  defined  by  the  appended 
claims. 

DETAILED  DESCRIPTION  OF  THE  INVENTION 

Turning  now  to  the  drawings  and  referring  first  to 
FIGS.  1  -3,  a  first  embodiment  of  a  stamping  device  con- 
structed  in  accordance  with  the  present  invention  for 
imprinting  inked  messages,  designs,  or  other  indicia  on 
an  external  object,  such  as  a  sheet  of  paper  or  the  like, 
is  generally  designated  by  reference  numeral  100.  The 
stamping  device  100  is  specifically  adapted  to  receive  a 
writing  instrument  10,  such  as  a  marker  or  the  like,  on 
one  end  and  includes  an  absorbent  image  nib  160  with 
one  or  more  raised  images  174  on  the  opposite  end. 
Once  the  stamping  device  100  and  the  writing  instru- 
ment  10  have  been  assembled  together,  ink  flows  from 
the  writing  instrument  10  and  to  the  image  nib  160  so 
that  inked  reproductions  of  the  raised  images  1  74  may 
be  imprinted  on  the  external  object. 

As  is  customary  in  the  art,  the  writing  instrument 
1  0,  such  as  a  marker,  includes  a  generally  tube-like  bar- 
rel  12  with  a  closed  end  14  and  an  open  end  16.  As 
shown,  for  example,  in  FIG.  2,  the  barrel  12  of  the  writ- 
ing  instrument  10  accommodates  a  core  of  ink-satu- 
rated  material  22  and  a  marking  nib  24.  The  marking  nib 
24  is  secured  at  the  open  end  1  6  of  the  barrel  1  2  in  adja- 
cent  relationship  with  respect  to  the  ink-saturated  core 
22.  The  marking  nib  24  may  be  secured  by  a  barb  or 
barbs  26  which  engage  the  marking  nib  24  and  prevent 
the  marking  nib  from  being  withdrawn  from  the  barrel.  In 
use,  capillary  action  between  the  marking  nib  24  and 
the  ink-saturated  core  22  causes  the  marking  nib  24  of 
the  writing  instrument  10  to  become  saturated  with  ink. 
Of  course,  once  the  marking  nib  24  is  sufficiently  satu- 
rated  with  ink,  the  writing  instrument  10  may  be  used  for 
writing  or  marking  purposes.  In  order  to  prevent  the  ink- 
saturated  core  22  and  marking  nib  24  from  drying  out,  a 
removable  marker  cap  may  be  provided  for  enclosing 
the  marking  nib  24  when  the  writing  instrument  10  is  not 
in  use.  A  small  outwardly  projecting  ridge  18  formed 
near  the  open  end  1  6  of  the  barrel  1  2  provides  a  snap- 
fit  between  the  removable  cap  and  the  writing  instru- 
ment  10.  Of  course,  the  marker  cap  should  be  removed 
before  the  marking  nib  24  of  the  writing  instrument  10  is 
inserted  into  the  stamping  device  100. 

The  writing  instrument  may  also  be  a  marker  with  a 
free  ink  system  that  contains  a  device  which  controls 
the  venting  and  capillary  pressure. 

The  first  embodiment  of  the  stamping  device  100 
5  includes  a  housing  120  having  a  first  end  121,  a  second 

end  122,  and  a  passageway  130  formed  therethrough. 
The  passageway  130  includes  first  and  second  ends 
131  and  132  which  correspond  to  the  first  and  second 
ends  121  and  122  of  the  housing  120,  respectively.  As 

10  shown  in  FIGS.  1  and  2,  the  first  end  131  of  the  pas- 
sageway  130  is  specifically  adapted  to  receive  the 
marking  nib  24  of  the  writing  instrument  10.  The  pas- 
sageway  1  30  also  tapers  in  a  stepped  manner  from  the 
first  end  131  to  the  second  end  132,  with  the  second 

15  end  132  having  a  slightly  smaller  inner  diameter  than 
the  first  end  131. 

In  accordance  with  the  present  invention,  the  writ- 
ing  instrument  10  may  either  be  fixedly  or  removably 
attached  to  the  first  end  121  of  the  housing  120.  If  the 

20  writing  instrument  is  fixedly  attached,  any  suitable 
attachment  means  may  be  utilized  including,  for  exam- 
ple,  gluing  or  welding.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  the  writing 
instrument  10  is  removably  attached,  the  passageway 
130  may  include  a  small  inwardly  projecting  flange  134 

25  formed  near  the  first  end  131  .  The  flange  134  interacts 
with  the  ridge  18  of  barrel  12  to  snap-fit  the  writing 
instrument  1  0  in  proper  position  within  the  passageway 
130  of  the  housing  120,  as  shown  in  FIG.  2.  In  use,  this 
snap-fit  between  the  ridge  18  of  the  writing  instrument 

30  10  and  the  flange  134  of  the  passageway  130  discour- 
ages  the  commingling  of  different  ink  colors  by  making  it 
difficult  to  remove  and  replace  a  first  writing  instrument 
10  with  a  subsequent  writing  instrument  having  a  differ- 
ent  ink  color. 

35  Once  the  writing  instrument  1  0  and  the  housing  1  20 
have  been  assembled  together,  these  two  components 
collectively  constitute  an  elongated  body  having  a 
closed  end  (i.e.,  the  closed  end  14  of  the  writing  instru- 
ment  10),  an  open  end  (i.e.,  the  second  end  122  of  the 

40  housing  120),  and  a  reservoir  (i.e.,  the  barrel  12  of  the 
writing  instrument  10  and  the  passageway  130  of  the 
housing  120)  which  contains  absorbent  insert  members 
(i.e.,  the  ink-saturated  core  22  and  the  marking  nib  24  of 
the  writing  instrument  10). 

45  In  order  to  provide  a  relatively  stable  base  or  foun- 
dation  for  the  stamping  device  100  and  the  attached 
writing  instrument  10,  the  housing  120  includes  a  coni- 
cal  side  wall  portion  124  which  gives  the  housing  120  a 
generally  conical  profile.  Indeed,  as  shown  in  FIGS.  1 

so  and  2,  the  second  end  1  22  of  the  housing  1  20  is  appre- 
ciably  wider  than  the  first  end  121.  In  addition,  the  width 
allows  a  larger  image  on  the  image  nib.  In  order  to  pro- 
vide  additional  structural  support  to  the  housing  120,  a 
plurality  of  spaced-apart  web-like  radial  support  mem- 

55  bers  1  26  are  formed  within  the  conical  side  wall  1  24.  As 
best  shown  in  FIGS.  2  and  3A,  each  radial  support 
member  126  is  generally  triangular  in  shape  and 
extends  between  the  passageway  1  30  and  the  conical 

3 
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side  wall  124  of  the  housing  120.  Each  radial  support 
member  126  is  also  slightly  spaced-apart  from  the  sec- 
ond  end  122  of  the  housing  120  at  its  lower  end.  In  one 
embodiment,  the  housing  may  include  eight  radial  sup- 
port  members.  In  addition,  the  housing  120  may  include 
a  concentric  support  member  127  as  shown  in  FIGS.  2 
and  3A. 

In  another  embodiment,  the  housing  of  the  stamp- 
ing  device  may  be  the  same  diameter  or  cross-section 
as  the  diameter  or  cross-section  of  the  marker.  In  yet 
another  embodiment,  the  second  end  of  the  housing 
may  be  a  smaller  diameter  or  cross-section  than  the 
diameter  or  cross-section  of  the  marker.  In  an  additional 
embodiment,  the  second  end  of  the  housing  may  have 
the  same  configuration  as  the  open  end  of  the  barrel, 
including  the  ridge  18.  Thus,  the  cap  from  the  marker 
could  be  used  as  a  cap  for  the  stamping  device  when 
the  user  positions  the  marker  into  the  stamping  device. 

In  order  to  prevent  leakage,  the  housing  120  is  pref- 
erably  fabricated  from  a  strong,  fluid  impervious,  and 
durable  material  such  as  a  thermoplastic,  including  but 
not  limited  to,  polypropylene,  polystyrene  or  polyethyl- 
ene.  Although  a  generally  conical  housing  120  formed 
of  plastic  material  has  been  specifically  described 
herein,  it  will  be  readily  appreciated  by  those  skilled  in 
the  art  that  other  configurations  and  materials  may 
alternatively  be  used  for  the  housing  120. 

The  stamping  device  100  also  includes  a  transfer 
medium  or  insert  member  140  disposed  within  the  pas- 
sageway  130  of  the  housing  120.  The  transfer  medium 
140  is  positioned  for  communication  with  the  marking 
nib  24  of  the  writing  instrument  10  when  the  writing 
instrument  is  received  by  the  first  end  131  of  the  pas- 
sageway  130.  As  shown  in  FIG.  1,  the  transfer  medium 
140  has  a  generally  cylindrical  configuration  which  con- 
forms  to  the  inner  diameter  of  the  passageway  130. 
Once  the  transfer  medium  140  is  installed  in  the  pas- 
sageway  130  of  the  housing  120  and  the  image  nib  160 
is  attached  to  the  second  end  122  of  the  housing  120, 
the  transfer  medium  140  is  compressibly  disposed 
between  a  ledge  136  formed  near  the  second  end  132 
of  the  passageway  130  and  the  image  nib  160,  as 
shown  in  FIG.  2.  The  transfer  medium  140  also  compli- 
antly  receives  the  marking  nib  24  of  the  writing  instru- 
ment  10  and  absorbs  ink  therefrom.  The  transfer 
medium  1  40  may  have  relatively  flat  upper  and  lower 
surfaces  or  the  upper  and  lower  surfaces  may  be 
formed  to  accept  the  image  nib  and  the  marking  nib.  For 
example,  as  shown  in  FIGS.  1  and  2,  the  transfer 
medium  may  include  an  indentation  142  which  corre- 
sponds  to  the  shape  of  the  marking  nib  24  and  an 
indentation  144  which  corresponds  to  the  platform  164 
on  the  image  nib.  In  another  embodiment  where  the 
transfer  medium  does  not  include  the  indentations,  the 
transfer  medium  is  sufficiently  pliant  to  accept  the  mark- 
ing  nib  in  a  fashion  similar  to  FIG.  2.  In  order  to  promote 
the  efficient  transfer  ink  from  the  marking  nib  24  of  the 
writing  instrument  10  to  the  transfer  medium  140,  the 

transfer  medium  1  40  is  preferably  formed  of  a  pliant  and 
highly  absorbent  material  such  as  porous  polyester 
fiber,  porous  plastic  or  any  other  material  which  pro- 
vides  suitable  capillary  action  and  structural  resiliency. 

5  The  transfer  medium  may  be  made  by  Interflo  Technol- 
ogies,  Inc.  of  109-15  14th  Avenue,  College  Point,  New 
York  1  1356,  U.S.A.  from  an  elastomeric  polyolefin  under 
Formulation  No.  37-138-8  and  Tool  No.  2087X. 

The  stamping  device  100  of  the  first  embodiment 
10  further  includes  the  image  nib  160  which  is  generally 

disk-shaped  in  configuration.  The  image  nib  160  is 
attached  to  the  second  end  1  22  of  the  housing  1  20  via 
a  slight  interference  fit  between  the  outer  diameter  of 
the  image  nib  160  and  the  inner  diameter  of  the  second 

15  end  122  of  the  housing  120.  The  image  nib  160  also 
includes  an  inwardly  projecting  face  portion  162  with  a 
small  circular  platform  164  formed  thereon,  as  shown  in 
FIGS.  1  and  2.  In  another  embodiment  as  shown  in  FIG. 
2A,  the  image  nib  160A  will  not  include  a  platform  and 

20  the  image  nib  will  have  a  relatively  flat  face  portion 
162A.  The  marking  nib  24A  will  contact  the  transfer 
medium  140A  and  the  transfer  medium  140A  will  con- 
tact  the  image  nib  160A  when  the  writing  instrument 
10A  is  inserted  into  the  stamping  device.  The  transfer 

25  medium  1  40A  has  an  indentation  1  42A  which  encom- 
passes  almost  all  of  the  exposed  marking  nib  24A  to 
provide  the  maximum  surface  area  to  transfer  the  ink 
from  the  marking  nib  24A  to  the  transfer  medium  140A. 
Similarly,  the  transfer  medium  140A  has  a  flange  portion 

30  1  43A  which  flares  outward  to  provide  additional  surface 
area  to  the  transfer  ink  from  the  transfer  medium  140A 
to  the  image  nib  160A. 

As  shown  in  FIG.  3,  the  image  nib  also  includes  an 
outwardly  projecting  face  portion  172  with  at  least  one 

35  raised  image  174  formed  thereon.  The  raised  images 
174,  of  course,  may  include  alphanumeric  characters, 
decorative  designs,  and/or  other  indicia.  A  list  of  the 
images  includes,  but  is  not  limited  to,  a  star,  a  Santa 
Claus,  a  snow  man,  a  wreath,  a  view  of  earth,  a  flag,  a 

40  balloon  or  a  space  ship. 
When  the  image  nib  160  is  assembled  to  the  sec- 

ond  end  122  of  the  housing  120,  as  shown  in  FIG.  2,  the 
inwardly  projecting  face  portion  1  62  engages  the  web- 
like  support  members  126  of  the  housing  120,  and  the 

45  platform  1  64  is  received  by  the  second  end  1  32  of  the 
passageway  130  in  side-by-side  relationship  with 
respect  to  the  transfer  medium  140.  Thus,  when  the 
marking  nib  24  of  the  writing  instrument  10  is  received 
by  the  first  end  131  of  the  passageway  130,  ink  flows 

so  from  the  marking  nib  24  of  the  writing  instrument  1  0  to 
the  transfer  medium  140  to  the  platform  164  of  the 
image  nib  160.  In  order  to  provide  sufficient  durability 
and  ink  permeability,  the  image  nib  160  may  be  made  of 
a  relatively  rigid  and  highly  absorbent  material  such  as 

55  a  sintered  ultra  high  molecular  weight  polyethylene  or 
any  other  material  which  provides  suitable  capillary 
action  and  structural  rigidity.  Because  of  these  charac- 
teristics,  the  image  nib  160  is  not  only  durable  to  use, 

4 
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but  also  absorbs  ink  in  a  highly  efficient  manner.  Specif- 
ically,  the  image  nib  may  be  made  by  Interflo  Technolo- 
gies,  Inc.  of  109-15  14th  Avenue,  College  Point,  New 
York  11356,  U.S.A.  from  a  sintered  ultra  high  molecular 
weight  polyethylene  under  Formulation  No.  38-122-51- 
5A. 

In  order  to  use  the  stamping  device,  a  user  simply 
grips  the  housing  1  20  or  the  attached  writing  instrument 
10  and  presses  the  outwardly  projecting  face  portion 
1  72  of  the  ink-saturated  image  nib  1  60  against  an  exter- 
nal  object,  such  as  a  piece  of  paper,  to  conveniently 
imprint  inked  reproductions  of  the  raised  images  174 
onto  the  external  object.  In  order  to  prevent  the  forma- 
tion  of  ink  puddles  on  the  raised  images  174  and  the 
messy  transferal  of  excess  ink  to  the  external  surface, 
the  raised  images  1  74  may  include  texturing  1  76,  such 
as,  the  raised  dimples  which  are  shown  in  FIG.  3. 

As  shown  in  FIG.  1,  the  stamping  device  100  may 
also  be  provided  with  a  lid  1  80  which  sealingly  covers 
the  ink-saturated  image  nib  160  so  as  to  prevent  the 
evaporation  of  ink  when  the  stamping  device  100  is  not 
in  use.  The  lid  180  is  received  by  and  is  removably 
attachable  to  the  second  end  1  22  of  the  housing  1  20.  In 
another  embodiment,  the  lid  may  be  removable  but 
attached  to  the  housing  by  a  living  hinge  or  a  tether.  In 
yet  another  embodiment,  the  lid  may  be  integral  with  the 
housing  and  the  user  pushes  the  image  nib  through  an 
opening  in  the  lid  to  expose  the  image  nib. 

Another  embodiment  of  the  stamping  device  is  illus- 
trated  in  FIG.  6.  Structurally,  this  embodiment  of  the 
stamping  device  200  is  analogous  to  the  first  embodi- 
ment  of  the  stamping  device  100,  except  that  the  trans- 
fer  medium  140  of  the  first  embodiment  has  been 
eliminated  and  replaced  with  an  elongated  platform  264 
formed  on  the  inwardly  projecting  face  portion  262  of 
the  image  nib  260.  When  the  writing  instrument  210  is 
attached  to  the  housing  220  as  shown  in  FIG.  6,  the 
marking  nib  224  of  the  writing  instrument  210  communi- 
cates  directly  with  the  elongated  platform  264,  and  not 
with  an  intermediate  transfer  medium.  In  this  way,  the 
marking  nib  224  of  the  writing  instrument  10  transfers 
ink  directly  to  the  image  nib  260. 

The  image  nib  260  may  be  formed  of  a  material 
which  provides  appropriate  capillary  action  and  struc- 
tural  rigidity  such  as  a  sintered  ultra  high  molecular 
weight  polyethylene.  Specifically,  the  image  nib  may  be 
made  of  the  same  material  and  made  by  the  same  com- 
pany  as  noted  above  for  image  nib  1  60. 

The  elongated  platform  264  may,  however,  be 
formed  of  different  material  than  the  image  nib  260.  For 
example,  the  elongated  platform  264  may  be  formed  of 
the  same  material  as  the  transfer  medium  140  of  the 
first  embodiment  {e.g.,  polyester  fiber)  and  then  fixedly 
secured  to  the  inwardly  projecting  face  portion  262  of 
image  nib  260.  In  these  embodiments  the  elongated 
platform  264  provides  a  surface  where  the  marking  nib 
224  of  the  writing  instrument  210  contacts  the  image  nib 
260  when  the  writing  instrument  10  is  inserted  into  the 

first  end  231  of  the  passageway  230.  In  another  embod- 
iment  as  shown  in  FIG.  6A,  the  image  nib  260A  will  not 
include  a  platform  and  the  image  nib  260A  will  have  a 
relatively  flat  face  portion  262A.  The  marker  nib  224A 

5  will  contact  the  image  nib  260A  when  the  writing  instru- 
ment  21  OA  is  inserted  into  the  stamping  device.  In  other 
embodiments  shown  in  FIGS.  6B  and  6C,  the  image 
nibs  260B,  260C  include  indentations  242B,  242C 
which  correspond  to  the  shape  of  the  marking  nib  224B, 

10  224C.  In  yet  another  embodiment,  the  image  nib  does 
not  include  the  indentations  and  the  image  nib  is  suffi- 
ciently  pliant  to  accept  the  marking  nib  in  a  fashion  sim- 
ilar  to  FIGS.  6B  and  6C. 

Referring  to  FIG.  6,  the  image  nib  260  is  generally 
15  disk-shaped  in  configuration.  The  image  nib  260  is 

attached  to  the  housing  220  via  a  slight  interference  fit 
between  the  outer  diameter  of  the  image  nib  260  and 
the  inner  diameter  of  the  second  end  222  of  the  housing 
220.  The  image  nib  260  includes  an  outwardly  project- 

20  ing  face  portion  272  with  at  least  one  raised  image 
formed  thereon.  In  order  to  prevent  evaporation  of  ink 
when  the  stamping  device  200  is  not  in  use,  a  lid  280 
may  also  be  provided  for  replaceably  covering  the 
image  nib  260. 

25  In  use,  the  second  embodiment  of  the  image  nib 
260  becomes  saturated  with  ink  from  the  writing  instru- 
ment  210  after  the  marking  nib  224  of  the  writing  instru- 
ment  210  has  been  in  contact  with  the  image  nib  260  for 
a  sufficient  time  duration.  Once  saturated,  the  outwardly 

30  projecting  face  portion  272  of  the  image  nib  260  may  be 
pressed  against  an  external  object  so  as  to  imprint 
inked  replicas  of  the  raised  images  thereon. 

Another  embodiment  of  the  stamping  device  300  is 
illustrated  in  FIG.  7.  In  this  embodiment,  the  stamping 

35  device  300  includes  an  elongated  body  320  formed  of 
plastic  or  other  suitable  material  with  a  closed  first  end 
321,  and  open  second  end  322,  and  a  reservoir  330 
therebetween.  The  stamping  device  300  includes  an 
image  nib  360  having  an  inwardly  projecting  face  por- 

40  tion  362  with  an  elongated  platform  364  formed  thereon 
and  an  outwardly  projecting  face  portion  372  with  at 
least  one  raised  image  formed  thereon.  As  in  the  previ- 
ous  embodiments,  the  image  nib  360  may  be  formed  of 
a  relatively  rigid  and  highly  absorbent  material  such  as 

45  a  sintered  ultra  high  molecular  weight  polyethylene  or 
any  other  material  which  provides  suitable  capillary 
action  and  structural  rigidity.  Specifically,  the  image  nib 
may  be  made  of  the  same  material  and  made  by  the 
same  company  as  noted  above  for  image  nib  160. 

so  An  ink-saturated  core  340  is  also  provided  for  sup- 
plying  ink  to  the  image  nib  360.  As  shown  in  FIG.  7,  the 
core  340  is  disposed  within  the  reservoir  330  of  the 
body  320  in  contact  with  the  elongated  platform  364  of 
the  image  nib  360  is  provided  for  supplying  ink  to  the 

55  image  nib  360.  The  core  340  may  be  formed  of  a  highly 
absorbent  material  such  as  felt,  cellulose  fiber,  or  the 
like. 

In  order  to  provide  a  stable  foundation  for  the 
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stamping  device  300  and  to  accommodate  large 
images,  the  second  end  322  of  the  body  320  is  appreci- 
ably  wider  than  the  first  end  321  of  the  body  320.  In 
addition,  a  lid  380  may  also  be  provided  for  selectively 
covering  the  image  nib  360  when  the  stamping  device  5 
300  is  not  in  use. 

Because  the  image  nib  360  is  in  contact  with  the 
ink-saturated  core  340,  the  image  nib  360  is  ordinarily 
saturated  with  ink.  Therefore,  inked  replicas  of  the 
raised  images  formed  on  the  outwardly  projecting  face  10 
portion  372  of  the  image  nib  360  may  be  conveniently 
imprinted  on  an  external  object.  The  user  would  remove 
the  lid  380  to  expose  the  image  nib  360  and  then  press 
the  outwardly  projecting  face  portion  372  of  the  image 
nib  360  against  the  external  object.  15 

In  another  embodiment  of  the  stamping  device  as 
shown  in  FIG.  7A,  the  image  nib  360A  will  not  include  a 
platform  and  the  image  nib  will  have  a  relatively  flat  face 
portion  362A.  The  core  340A  will  contact  the  image  nib 
360A.  20 

In  an  additional  embodiment  of  the  stamping  device 
as  shown  in  FIG.  8,  the  image  nib  and  the  marking  nib 
are  combined  to  form  the  image  nib  460.  The  stamping 
device  includes  a  barrel  412,  a  core  422  and  a  housing 
420  similar  to  the  barrel,  the  core  and  the  housing  in  25 
FIG.  2.  The  nib  460  engages  the  barrel  412  and  the  nib 
460  also  contacts  the  core  422.  The  nib  460  may  be 
made  of  the  same  material  and  made  by  the  same  com- 
pany  as  the  nib  360  noted  above. 

Referring  to  FIG.  9,  a  kit  is  shown  which  includes  a  30 
stamping  device.  Specifically,  the  kit  502  includes  three 
stamping  devices  504,  506,  508,  three  markers  514, 
516,  518,  one  or  more  sheets  of  paper  530,  532,  and  a 
container  540  for  these  items.  The  container  540  may 
be  a  blister  package  which  includes  compartments  542,  35 
544,  546  for  the  stamping  devices  and  compartments 
548,  550,  552  for  the  markers.  As  shown  in  FIG.  9,  the 
marker  514  has  been  removed  from  the  compartment 
548  and  the  stamping  device  504  has  been  removed 
from  the  compartment  542.  In  addition,  the  cap  560  has  40 
been  removed  from  the  marker  514  and  the  marker  514 
has  been  assembled  to  the  stamping  device  504.  Also, 
the  lid  564  has  been  removed  from  the  stamping  device 
504.  Each  stamping  device  would  have  a  different 
image  but  the  images  may  relate  to  the  same  theme.  45 

Referring  to  FIG.  10,  a  bottom  view  of  the  stamping 
device  is  shown  with  the  image  drawn  in  dashed  lines. 
As  noted  above,  each  stamping  device  may  include  a 
different  image. 

Referring  to  FIG.  1  1  ,  the  representative  dimensions  so 
of  various  parameters  are  given  as  follows: 

10 

(continued) 
Parameter  Preferred  (Inches)  Range  (Inches) 

604  .461  .093-  1.893 

606  1  .055  .5275  -  4.00 

608  1  .847  .250  -  6.0 

610  2.0  .403  -6.153 

In  other  embodiments,  the  ratio  of  parameter  604  to 
parameter  608  may  be  approximately  in  the  first  range 
of  10:1  to  1  :20  and  in  a  second  range  of  1  :2  to  1  :8  and 
preferably  the  ratio  of  1  :4. 

FIGS.  12A-12G  illustrate  various  marking  nibs 
which  may  be  used  with  the  stamping  device.  The  nib  in 
FIG.  12A  has  a  slanted  wedge  tip,  the  nib  in  FIG.  12B 
has  a  2  line  tip,  the  nib  in  FIG.  12C  has  a  3  line  tip,  the 
nib  in  FIG.  1  2D  has  a  wedge  tip,  the  nib  in  FIG.  1  2E  has 
a  2  line  (thick  and  thin)  tip,  the  nib  in  FIG.  12F  has  a  gum 
drop  tip  and  the  nib  in  FIG.  12G  has  a  small  stamp  tip. 

While  the  present  invention  has  been  described 
and  disclosed  with  an  emphasis  upon  these  embodi- 
ments,  it  will  be  understood,  of  course,  that  the  present 
invention  is  not  strictly  limited  thereto.  Since  modifica- 
tions  may  be  made  to  the  structures  disclosed  herein  - 
particularly  in  light  of  the  foregoing  teachings  -  without 
departing  from  the  present  invention,  the  following 
claims  are  intended  to  cover  all  structures  that  fall  within 
the  scope  and  spirit  of  the  present  invention. 

Claims 

1  .  A  stamping  device  comprising  : 

a  housing  having  a  first  end,  a  second  end,  and 
a  passageway  therebetween,  the  passageway 
having  first  and  second  ends  which  correspond 
to  the  first  and  second  ends  of  the  housing, 
respectively;  and 
an  image  nib  attached  to  the  second  end  of  the 
housing,  the  image  nib  including  inwardly  and 
outwardly  projecting  face  portions,  the  out- 
wardly  projecting  face  portion  including  at  least 
one  raised  image  formed  thereon,  the  image 
nib  being  adapted  to  transfer  an  inked  repro- 
duction  of  said  at  least  one  raised  image  to  an 
external  object  when  the  image  nib  is  saturated 
with  ink  and  the  outwardly  projecting  face  por- 
tion  is  pressed  against  the  external  object. 

2.  The  invention  set  forth  in  claim  1  ,  wherein  the  sec- 
ond  end  of  the  housing  is  wider  than  the  first  end  of 
the  housing: 

3.  The  invention  set  forth  in  claim  1  ,  wherein  the  first 
end  of  the  housing  is  open,  the  passageway  of  the 
housing  is  adapted  to  receive  an  ink-saturated 

Parameter  Preferred  (Inches)  Range  (Inches) 
602  .568  .200  -  2.0 

EP0  856  413  A1 

6 



11 EP0  856  413  A1 12 

marking  nib  of  a  writing  instrument,  and  the 
inwardly  projecting  face  portion  of  the  image  nib  is 
adapted  to  communicate  with  the  ink-saturated 
marking  nib  of  the  writing  instrument  to  absorb  ink 
therefrom.  5 

4.  The  invention  set  forth  in  claim  3,  wherein  the  pas- 
sageway  of  the  housing  is  adapted  to  removably 
receive  the  ink-saturated  marking  nib  of  the  writing 
instrument.  to 

5.  The  invention  set  forth  in  claim  4,  wherein  a  snap-fit 
interface  is  provided  between  the  writing  instrument 
and  the  passageway  of  the  housing. 

15 
6.  The  invention  set  forth  in  claim  3,  wherein  the  pas- 

sageway  of  the  housing  is  adapted  to  fixedly 
receive  the  ink-saturated  marking  nib  of  the  writing 
instrument. 

20 
7.  The  invention  set  forth  in  claim  3,  wherein  the 

inwardly  projecting  face  portion  of  the  image  nib 
includes  a  platform  which  is  adapted  to  communi- 
cate  with  the  ink-saturated  marking  nib  of  the  writ- 
ing  instrument.  25 

8.  The  invention  set  forth  in  claim  1  ,  wherein  the  pas- 
sageway  of  the  housing  contains  a  transfer  medium 
which  communicates  with  the  inwardly  projecting 
face  portion  of  the  image  nib,  the  first  end  of  the  30 
housing  is  open  and  is  adapted  to  receive  an  ink- 
saturated  marking  nib  of  a  writing  instrument  for 
communication  with  the  transfer  medium,  and  the 
transfer  medium  is  adapted  to  transfer  ink  from  the 
ink-saturated  marking  nib  of  the  writing  instrument  35 
and  to  the  image  nib. 

includes  a  platform  which  communicates  with  the 
transfer  medium. 

14.  The  invention  set  forth  in  claim  1,  wherein  the  first 
end  of  the  housing  is  closed  and  the  passageway  of 
the  housing  contains  at  least  one  ink-saturated 
insert  member  which  communicates  with  the 
inwardly  projecting  fade  portion  of  the  image  nib. 

15.  The  invention  set  forth  in  claim  1,  wherein  said  at 
least  one  raised  image  includes  texturing  for  inhibit- 
ing  puddling  of  ink. 

16.  The  invention  set  forth  in  claim  1,  further  compris- 
ing: 

a  lid  removably  attachable  to  the  second  end  of 
the  housing  to  prevent  evaporation  of  ink  when 
the  stamping  device  is  not  in  use. 

1  7.  The  invention  set  forth  in  claim  1  ,  wherein  a  portion 
of  the  image  nib  is  disk  shaped. 

18.  The  invention  set  forth  in  claim  1,  wherein  the 
inwardly  projecting  face  portion  of  the  image  nib 
includes  a  platform  which  is  received  by  the  second 
end  of  the  passageway. 

19.  The  invention  set  forth  in  claim  1,  wherein  the 
image  nib  is  formed  of  sintered  polyethylene. 

20.  The  invention  set  forth  in  claim  1  ,  wherein  the  hous- 
ing  is  formed  of  plastic. 

21.  The  invention  set  forth  in  claim  1  ,  wherein  the  hous- 
ing  includes  a  generally  conical  side  wall  portion. 

9.  The  invention  set  forth  in  claim  8,  wherein  the  pas- 
sageway  of  the  housing  is  adapted  to  removably 
receive  the  ink-saturated  marking  nib  of  the  writing  40 
instrument. 

10.  The  invention  set  forth  in  claim  9,  wherein  a  snap-fit 
interface  is  provided  between  the  writing  instrument 
and  the  passageway  of  the  housing.  45 

11.  The  invention  set  forth  in  claim  8,  wherein  the  pas- 
sageway  of  the  housing  is  adapted  to  fixedly 
receive  the  ink-saturated  marking  nib  of  the  writing 
instrument.  so 

1  2.  The  invention  set  forth  in  claim  8,  wherein  the  trans- 
fer  medium  includes  an  indentation  which  is 
adapted  to  receive  the  ink-saturated  marking  nib  of 
the  writing  instrument.  55 

13.  The  invention  set  forth  in  claim  8,  wherein  the 
inwardly  projecting  face  portion  of  the  image  nib 

22.  The  invention  set  forth  in  claim  21  ,  wherein  a  plural- 
ity  of  spaced-apart  radial  support  members  extend 
between  the  generally  conical  side  wall  portion  of 
the  housing  and  the  passageway  of  the  housing. 

23.  A  method  for  using  a  stamping  kit  for  imprinting 
images  on  an  external  object  comprising  the  steps 
of: 

providing  a  writing  instrument  having  a  marking 
nib; 

providing  a  stamping  device  including  a  hous- 
ing  having  a  first  end,  a  second  end,  and  a  pas- 
sageway  therebetween,  the  passageway 
having  first  and  second  ends  which  correspond 
to  the  first  and  second  ends  of  the  housing, 
respectively,  the  first  end  of  the  passageway 
adapted  to  receive  a  marking  nib  of  a  writing 
instrument,  an  image  nib  attached  to  the  sec- 
ond  end  of  the  housing,  the  image  nib  including 
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an  inwardly  projecting  face  portion  and  an  out- 
wardly  projecting  face  portion  with  at  least  one 
raised  image  formed  thereon,  the  inwardly  pro- 
jecting  face  portion  of  the  image  nib  positioned 
for  communication  with  the  marking  nib  of  a  5 
writing  instrument  when  a  marking  nib  is 
received  by  first  end  of  the  passageway,  the 
image  nib  adapted  to  transfer  an  inked  repro- 
duction  of  said  at  least  one  raised  image  to  an 
external  object  when  the  image  nib  is  saturated  w 
with  ink  from  a  writing  instrument  and  the  out- 
wardly  projecting  face  portion  of  the  image  nib 
is  pressed  against  the  external  object; 

inserting  said  marking  nib  into  said  passage-  15 
way;  and 

pressing  the  image  nib  against  an  external 
object. 

24.  The  invention  as  in  claim  23  further  comprising  the 
steps  of: 

providing  a  first  cap  for  the  marking  nib;  and 

removing  the  first  cap  from  the  marking  nib. 

25.  The  invention  as  in  claim  24  further  comprising  the 
steps  of: 

providing  a  second  cap  for  the  image  nib;  and 

removing  the  second  cap  from  the  image  nib. 

20 
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