EP 0 857 516 A3

Europaisches Patentamt

(19) 0> European Patent Office

Office européen des brevets

(11) EP 0857 516 A3

(12) EUROPEAN PATENT APPLICATION

(88) Date of publication A3:
19.05.1999 Bulletin 1999/20

(43) Date of publication A2:
12.08.1998 Bulletin 1998/33

(21) Application number: 98102284.1

(22) Date of filing: 10.02.1998

(51) Int. c1.5: BO5C 3/10, BO5C 3/02,
F26B 5/08

(84) Designated Contracting States:
ATBECHDEDKESFIFRGBGRIEIT LILUMC
NL PT SE
Designated Extension States:
AL LT LV MK RO SI

(30) Priority: 11.02.1997 GB 9702775
(71) Applicant:

Protective Finishing Group Limited
Redditch, Worcestershire B98 7TH (GB)

(72) Inventor: Smith, Peter John
Worcester, WR7 4BZ (GB)

(74) Representative:
Symes, Christopher A.
FORRESTER & BOEHMERT
Franz-Joseph-Strasse 38
80801 Miinchen (DE)

(54) Apparatus and method for coating articles

(57) Apparatus (10) for coating articles (28), com-
prising a support structure (11), a container (23) to con-
tain the articles (28), container support means (21), and
means (16a) to rotate the container, wherein resilient
means (17) are provided to connect the container sup-
port means (21) to the support structure (11). The resil-
ient means (17) preferably comprise metal coil springs,
such that any wobble or other undesired vibrations
caused by rotation of the container (23), conveniently a
metal basket are absorbed by the coil springs (17), such
that the basket, whilst rotating at high speed, exhibits a
high degree of stability, in a manner similar to that of a
gyroscope.
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CLAIMS INCURRING FEES

The present European patent application comprised at the time of filing more than ten claims.

I:l Only part of the claims have been paid within the prescribed time limit. The present European search
report has been drawn up for the first ten claims and for those claims for which claims fees have
been paid, namely claim(s):

D No claims fees have been paid within the prescribed time limit. The present European search report has
been drawn up for the first ten claims.

LACK OF UNITY OF INVENTION

The Search Division considers that the present European patent application does not comply with the
requirements of unity of invention and relates to several inventions or groups of inventions, namely:

see sheet B

I:] All further search fees have been paid within the fixed time limit. The present European search report has
been drawn up for all claims.

D Only part of the further search fees have been paid within the fixed time limit. The present European
search report has been drawn up for those parts of the European patent application which relate to the
inventions in respect of which search fees have been paid, namely claims:

None of the further search fees have been paid within the fixed time limit. The present European search
report has been drawn up for those parts of the European patent application which relate to the invention
first mentioned in the claims, namely claims:
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The Search Division considers that the present European patent application does not comply with the
requirements of unity of invention and relates to several inventions or groups of inventions, namely:

1. Claims: 1-8

apparatus for coating articles contained in a suspended
container which can be rotated for removing excess of
coating material.The container support means are connected
by resilient means to the support structure

2. Claims: 9-11
hook for receiving a part of an article.The hook comprises a
channel having two parts of different width

3. Claims: 12-13
Method and apparatus for coating articles in a container
.The articles are dried by application of heat to the

articles,the articles remaining in the container during the
application of heat.
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