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(54) PALLET FOR MOTORCYCLES

(57)  The pallet is comprised of a board (2), releasa-
bly mounted on a frame (1), having appropriate dimen-
sions so as to be received appropriately in the areas or
spaces of transport trucks or ship holds. The board (2)
has pairs of openings (7 and 8), the first openings being
longitudinally oriented for the positioning of the rear
wheel of the motorcycles, whereas the second open-
ings are obliquely oriented for the positioning of the front

wheel, providing for sufficient stability without requiring
additional holding elements. The openings (7 and 8)
have a beveled edge (9) at its extreme zones in order to
avoid damaging the wheels. The pallet is intended to
transport motorcycles in trucks and/or ships, and to
maintain said motorcycles stored in stable conditions
and occupying a minimum space.
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Description

OBJECT OF THE INVENTION

As stated in the title of this specification, the present
invention refers to a pallet for motorcycles, which has
been designed and embodied to constitute a means
usable for storage of motorcycles as well as for the
transport thereof.

The pallet is especially applicable in storage areas
such as factories, warehouses, and even in places of
business or stores, being equally useful to transport
motorcycles, in trucks, as well as in ships, or other con-
ventional means of transportation.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

The transport and storage of motorcycles are nor-
mally done in the so-called "Marchante” (Walking) man-
ner. This method consists of walking the motorcycle in
its direction of operation by an operator who pushes it
by its handlebars until it is placed next to another motor-
cycle, either on the floor of a truck or of a warehouse.

Some cases in which three motorcycles are placed
on a platform, which is handled by means of trucks, are
also known. For this reason, this could be called a pal-
let.

Now then, even with the existence of some types of
pallets, one that individually supports a motorcycle and
being made of aluminum has a prohibitive cost, can be
cited as a more advanced one. On the other hand, the
above mentioned pallet for three motorcycles, with an
iron structure, turns out to be too heavy, too costly and
has a series of problems or inconveniences such as
rusting, difficult handling, etc., although the problem of
rusting can be solved by using steel, which obviously
makes the product more expensive.

On the other hand, presently known pallets have
pairs of windows placed longitudinally and placed at an
appropriate distance, so that the wheels of the motorcy-
cles may remain positioned in the same.

Now then, conventional pallets of the referred type,
aside from the mentioned inconveniences, endure other
no less important inconveniences, such as misuse of
the dimensions of the pallet, as well as in the arrange-
ment of the motorcycles, since as the windows for
placement of the wheels are aligned longitudinally, the
handlebars remain in a crosswise position, for which
reason it is necessary to leave a considerable distance
between the windows of one motorcycle with regard to
the contiguous motorcycle, so that the handlebars of the
motorcycles do not obstruct each other once the motor-
cycles themselves are placed in the pallet.

In some occasions the windows of one motorcycle
remain misaligned with respect to the windows for the
continuous motorcycle, which obviously requires the
pallet to be longer.

On the other hand, for stabilization and fastening of

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

the motorcycles some tie rods or suitable means on the
basis of which the motorcycle itself is immobilized are
needed, so that during transport or handling of the pal-
lets loaded with motorcycles, the motorcycles do not run
the risk of falling over.

Finally, due to the present concept of pallets, load-
ing and unloading, and in short, the handling of pallets
with motorcycles, several operators and periods of time
which are considered as long, are required.

DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

The object of the invention is none other than that to
solve all the above mentioned inconveniences and
problems, for which purpose a series of innovations and
improvements of conventional pallets have been con-
ceived. On the one hand, a pallet which on the one hand
turns out to be economic to manufacture, lightweight,
easy to handle by hand when it is not loaded with motor-
cycles, is obtained. Besides, motorcycles manage to
remain perfectly stable in the pallet without the need of
additional holding elements.

In this sense, the pallet of the invention has as a
first novel characteristic, the fact of being made entirely
out of wood, having a perimetric frame and correspond-
ing rigidizing crossbars and longitudinal bars, a frame
which is provided with a perimetric internal recess to
support the corresponding board, which is also made
out of wood, although it is made of a material called
"DM". This board has pairs of windows for wheels of the
motorcycle, with the particularity that one of the win-
dows is oblique for positioning of the front wheel and so
that the handlebars remain turned with regard to the
longitudinal axis, which prevents the handlebars of two
contiguous motorcycles from obstructing each other.

The openings or windows for placement and sup-
port of the wheels of the motorcycle have a beveled
edge in their ends, for the purpose of preventing sharp
edges, since the wheels rest precisely in these beveled
edges, besides with the particularity that such windows
or openings have a lateral notch, either in the ones cor-
responding to the rear wheels, or else in the windows
and in the ones corresponding to the front wheels, to
serve as the location for the corresponding brake mech-
anisms and to prevent them from knocking against the
board, which could damage them in the event that such
notches did not exist for placement thereof.

By means of the pallet of the invention, it is
achieved that with a single frame different boards may
be placed, or what amounts to the same thing, boards
for different types of motorcycles, since in some cases
the board will have two pairs of windows or openings for
positioning two motorcycles and in other cases it may
have three pairs of windows or openings to place three
motorcycles of another type, always with the same
frame and with some standard measurements of the
pallet unit, measurements which result to be ideal for
adaptation thereof to the width of transport trucks, as
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well as for the hollows corresponding to ship holds.

On the other hand, the inclined orientation of the
windows or openings corresponding to the front wheels
of the motorcycles, gives rise to perfect stabilization of
the motorcycles, without requiring tie rods or other hold-
ing means of the motorcycles for this purpose.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

In order to complete the description that is going to
be made hereinafter and for the purpose of providing a
better understanding of the characteristics of the inven-
tion, a set of drawings on the basis of which the innova-
tions and advantages of the pallet made in accordance
with the object of the invention will be more easily
understood, accompanies the present specification.

Figure 1 is a top plan view of the pallet made
entirely out of wood in accordance with the object of the
invention, showing one of the corners of the board itself
cut so that one can see the perimetric internal recess or
step that forms the frame in order to precisely support
the perimetric contour of the board.

Figure 2 is a section view taken on line A-B of the
previous figure.

Figure 3 shows another section view, in this case
taken on line C-D of figure 1.

Figure 4 shows a plan view of a board for two
motorcycles, in which the four windows or openings
have a notch for the placement of the corresponding
brake mechanisms with some types of motorcycles
have for this purpose.

Figure 5 shows another plan view of a board like the
one of the previous figure, in this case with three pairs
of windows or openings provided for three motorcycles
of another type.

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENT

In view of the commented figures, one can see how
the pallet of the invention is formed as of a rectangular
wooden frame (1) and a panel or board (2) placed hori-
zontally and releasably mounted with regard to the
frame (1), the frame having a perimetric internal step or
recess (3) in which precisely the contour of the cited
board (2) rests.

The dimensions of the pallet comprised of these
two parts, are suitable so that their length as well as
their width adapt perfectly to the width of transport
trucks, as well as to ship holds, thus achieving maxi-
mum use of the space in these cited means of transport.

Frame (1) includes some bottom crossbars (4) so
that the pallet unit remains raised up with regard to the
floor and permits insertion of the corresponding fork of
an elevating truck for handling the pallet.

Besides, it includes a longitudinal bar (5), which is
preferably interrupted before the end considered as the
front end, defining an end (6) of the same which
remains removed with regard to the front transversal
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side of the frame (1), as clearly shown in figure 1.

As to the board (2), the same has pairs of openings
(7 and 8), the latter considered as the rear ones and the
latter considered as the front ones, in such a way that
opening (7) of each pair is made longitudinally, while the
opening (8) is made obliquely, all in such a way that in
these two openings (7 and 8) the wheels of a motorcy-
cle will remain perfectly positioned and supported, the
motorcycle remaining stably stored without the need of
additional holding or fastening elements of the same,
when the pallet is loaded with motorcycles stacked in a
warehouse, as well as when the pallet is loaded with
motorcycles in transport trucks or other conventional
means.

In any case, the openings (7 and 8) have in their
ends a beveled edge (9) that is going to define in each
case the support surface for the wheel itself of the
motorcycle, also having in the side area a notch (10)
that only exists in the openings (7) for positioning of the
rear wheels of the motorcycle, as shown in figure 1, or
else these notches (10) made in the rear openings (7)
as well as in the front ones (8), logically depending on
the type of motorcycle, since these notches (10) are
provided so that the brake mechanism of the motorcycle
remains located in them, and logically depending on the
type of motorcycle, the brake mechanisms will be
located and, therefore, in some cases notches (10) are
required and in others they will not be necessary.

In figure 4 one can see a board (2) in which the front
openings (8) also have the cited notches (10), even in
this case they differ from those provided for in figure 1,
as a result of the board (2) being provided for the posi-
tioning of a different type of motorcycle than that which
would be accepted by the board of figure 1.

On its part, figure 5 shows another board (2) with
the same dimensions as the boards represented in fig-
ures 1 and 4, but in this case they have three pairs of
openings (7 and 8), narrower than those of figures 1 and
4, since in this case, on the board (2) of figure 5 three
motorcycles, whose wheels will be considerably nar-
rower, can be placed.

Claims

1. Pallet for motorcycles, being of the type that is con-
stituted by means of a frame (1) and a board (2)
mounted on the frame and having pairs of windows
or openings (7 and 8) for the positioning of the rear
and front wheels of a motorcycle, essentially char-
acterized in that the frame (1) as well as the board
(2) are made of wood and the openings or windows
(8) for the front wheels remain in an oblique
arrangement with regard to the longitudinal axis of
the board itself (2), so that the front wheel of the
motorcycle and with it the handlebars thereof
remain obliquely oriented with the maximum utiliza-
tion of the width of the board itself and of the space
of the means of transport; it being provided for that
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the openings (7 and 8) have in their ends a beveled
edge (9) defining a support surface of the front and
rear parts of the wheels themselves.

Pallet for motorcycles, according to claim 1, charac- 5
terized in that the frame (1) has a perimetric internal
recess (3) to support the perimetric contour of the
board (2), allowing assembly and disassembly of
different types of boards with regard to a single
frame (1). 10

Pallet for motorcycles, according to claim 1, charac-
terized in that the frame (1) has corresponding bot-

tom crossbars (4) separating the support of the
pallet unit from the floor, in order to allow the pass- 15
ing of the fork of a loading truck for handling the pal-

let.

Pallet for motorcycles, according to claim 1, charac-
terized in that it includes a longitudinal bar (5) 20
whose front end (6) remains separated from the
transversal front side of the frame (1) to allow
assembly of a board (2) having a middle and front
opening (8).

25
Pallet for motorcycles, according to claim 1, charac-
terized in that the board (2) has two pairs of charac-
terized in that the board (2) has two pairs of
openings or windows (7 and 8) for storage and
transport of a pair of motorcycles. 30

Pallet for motorcycles, according to claim 1, charac-
terized in that the board (2) has three pairs of open-
ings or windows (7 and 8) for storage and transport
of three motorcycles. 35

Pallet for motorcycles, according to the above
claims, characterized in that the openings (7 and 8)

are capable of having, in some cases, lateral
notches (10) for placement of the brake mecha- 40
nisms that in certain types of motorcycles remain
located at the height of the openings themselves (7

and 8).
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