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(54)  Audio signal encoding/decoding method and apparatus

(57)  An information recording apparatus which,
while enabling reproduction by an old standard accom-
modating reproducing device, reduces the effect of the
guantization error produced on decoding at the time of
encoding and decoding which realizes a multiple chan-
nel system by new standard expansion. The apparatus
includes an adaptive channel cnversion circuit for mul-
tiplying signals of a L or R channel with a first coefficient,

multiplying signals of the other channel with a second
coefficient, mixing signals of the channel multiplied with
the first coefficient with signals of the channel multiplied
with the second coefficient for each of the L and R chan-
nels, and for generating (L+R)/2 and (L-R)/2 from the L
and R channels existing after the channel mixing. The
apparatus also includes a first encoding circuit for en-
coding (L+R)/2 with A-codec and a second encoding cir-
cuit for encoding (L-R)/2 signal with B-codec.
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