
Europäisches Patentamt

European Patent Office

Office européen des brevets

E
P

 0
 8

83
 0

55
 A

3

Printed by Xerox (UK) Business Services
2.16.7 (HRS)/3.6

(19)

(11) EP 0 883 055 A3

(12) EUROPEAN PATENT APPLICATION

(88) Date of publication A3:
03.05.2000  Bulletin 2000/18

(43) Date of publication A2:
09.12.1998  Bulletin 1998/50

(21) Application number: 98109900.5

(22) Date of filing: 29.05.1998

(51) Int. Cl.7: G06F 3/033,  G01C 21/20

(84) Designated Contracting States:
AT BE CH CY DE DK ES FI FR GB GR IE IT LI LU
MC NL PT SE
Designated Extension States:
AL LT LV MK RO SI

(30) Priority: 02.06.1997 JP 14427497

(71) Applicant: SONY CORPORATION
Tokyo (JP)

(72) Inventors:
• Watanabe, Ryuichi

Shinagawa-ku, Tokyo (JP)
• Minami, Masafumi

Shinagawa-ku, Tokyo (JP)

(74) Representative:
Melzer, Wolfgang, Dipl.-Ing. et al
Patentanwälte
Mitscherlich & Partner,
Sonnenstrasse 33
80331 München (DE)

(54) Digital map display zooming method and device

(57) In a digital map display zooming method for
enlarging and reducing a displayed portion of a digital
map as map information in digital form within a display
screen, continuous enlarging operation and continuous
reducing operation of the displayed portion of the digital

map within the display screen are designated by operat-
ing the first designating part and the second designating
part of a pointing device, respectively.
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