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(57)  An image forming apparatus prevents foreign
matter, such as dust or the like from being sucked into
an ink passage from an ejection opening when a liquid
ejection head ejecting a liquid is elevated from an image
forming position to a recovery process position located
above the image forming position. The image forming
apparatus includes a liquid supply passage (39) con-
nected to the liquid ejection head (21) which is provided
with ejection opening (44) for ejecting liquid, liquid sup-
ply device (41) for supplying liquid to the liquid ejection
head (21) via the liquid supply passage (39), recovery
process device for recovering ejecting condition of liquid

Image forming method and apparatus therefor

from the liquid ejection head (21), head moving device
for moving the liquid ejection head between the recov-
ery process position for performing recovery process of
the liquid ejection head (21) by the recovery process
device and an image forming position for forming an
image on the printing medium by the liquid ejection
head (21), and closing device (41) for closing the liquid
supply passage (39) during movement of the liquid ejec-
tion head (21) into the recovery process position by the
head moving device.
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