
Printed by Jouve, 75001 PARIS (FR)

Europäisches Patentamt

European Patent Office

Office européen des brevets

(19)

E
P

0 
89

2 
13

0
A

3
*EP000892130A3*
(11) EP 0 892 130 A3

(12) EUROPEAN PATENT APPLICATION

(88) Date of publication A3:
06.10.1999 Bulletin 1999/40

(43) Date of publication A2:
20.01.1999 Bulletin 1999/03

(21) Application number: 98305619.3

(22) Date of filing: 15.07.1998

(51) Int Cl.6: E05B 27/00

(84) Designated Contracting States:
AT BE CH CY DE DK ES FI FR GB GR IE IT LI LU
MC NL PT SE
Designated Extension States:
AL LT LV MK RO SI

(30) Priority: 18.07.1997 GB 9715114

(71) Applicant: Cowper, Brian
New Malden, Surrey KT3 3HP (GB)

(72) Inventor: Cowper, Brian
New Malden, Surrey KT3 3HP (GB)

(74) Representative: Prutton, Roger
MARKS & CLERK,
Alpha Tower,
Suffolk Street Queensway
Birmingham B1 1TT (GB)

(54) Lock cylinder

(57) A key-operable lock cylinder (2) comprises a ro-
tor (4), a stator (6), a keyway (10) extending axially into
the rotor (4) and a plurality of locking pins (16, 16'). The
rotor (4) is mounted within the stator (6) for rotation
about its axis and a plurality of transverse passageways
(12) extend through the rotor (4) and the stator (6) and
intersect the keyway (10). A pair of the locking pins (16,
16') are slidably mounted in each passageway (12) and
the locking pins (16, 16') of a pair are resiliently biased

so as to be in mutual abutment within the keyway (10)
by a biasing means associated with each locking pin
(16, 16'), such that one locking pin (16, 16') of each pair
projects across an interface (22) between the rotor (4)
and stator (6) so as to prevent rotation of the rotor (4).
In use, when a complementary key (30) is inserted in
the keyway (10), the locking pins (16, 16') are movable
by the key (30) such that all the locking pins (16, 16')
become located entirely within the rotor (4), so as to per-
mit rotation of the rotor (4) (Fig 2).
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