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(54)  An apparatus for validating sheets

(57)  Aself-service deposit terminal (10) is arranged
to validate deposited bank notes. Each note (38) is in-
dividually transported past an interferometer (36) which

is connected to a control unit (46). The output of the con- 10 \ 12 FIG. 1
trol unit (46) is input into a data processing means (26)

which generates a value indicative of the surface rough- 18

ness of the bank note. The value of roughness is com- 24

pared with at least one stored reference value for gen-
uine notes. The data processing means determines ei-
ther solely on this comparison, or in conjunction with the
output from a further validation means, whether the test- 20
ed note is invalid.
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