EP 0900 530 A1

European Patent Office

Office européen des brevets (11) EP 0 900 530 A1

(12) EUROPEAN PATENT APPLICATION
published in accordance with Art. 158(3) EPC

) - AR
(19) 0

(43) Date of publication: (51) Int. C1.5: A41B 9/08
10.03.1999 Bulletin 1999/10
(86) International application number:

(21) Application number: 98900546.7 PCT/ES98/00016
(22) Date of filing: 23.01.1998 (87) International publication number:
WO 98/32346 (30.07.1998 Gazette 1998/30)
(84) Designated Contracting States: (72) Inventor: Oses Sanz, Andresa
DEFRGBIT 08970 Sant Joan Despi (ES)
(30) Priority: 28.01.1997 ES 9700192 U (74) Representative:
Rehberg, Elmar, Dipl.-Ing.
(71) Applicant: Oses Sanz, Andresa Am Kirschberge 22
08970 Sant Joan Despi (ES) 37085 Gottingen (DE)

(54) UNISEX GARMENT FOR THE PHYSICALLY AND MENTALLY DISABLED

(57)  The invention relates to a unisex garment for
the physically and mentally disabled to be used prefera-
bly by people who find it difficult to dress and/or undress
themselves or require the assistance of others thereto.
Said garment consist of a top part or T-shirt (2) and a
lower part or undershorts (3), both parts being joined by
a transversal zipper (4) thereby forming a single outfit,
whereby both parts can be separated by opening the
zipper. The T-shirt (2) has a central and longitudinal zip-
per (5) running from the neck (6) to the lower part, ena-
bling it to be opened lengthwise. The garment fabric has
longitudinal folds (11) corresponding to the fastening
strips of the zippers (4 and 5), said folds (11) overlap-
ping strips (12) of the same fabric, concealing the zipper
teeth. The garment comprises elastic and gathered
segments (8 and 9) on the side of the zipper and per-
taining means for fastening (10).
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Description

OBJECT OF THE INVENTION

[0001] The invention refers to a unisex garment with a
special application for those persons or users with diffi-
culties for dressing/undressing by themselves, it is also
applicable for people who need another person to put
on and take off their clothes for them.

[0002] The garmentis made up by a top part or T-shirt
and lower part or undershorts joined together by means
of a transversal zipper, forming a whole or sole garment
with the possibility of opening the part corresponding to
the T-shirt, as well as freeing that part of the top part or
T-shirt from the part of the undershorts, thus making it
easier to perform the operation of dressing/undressing
and even for changing absorbent nappies without the
need to undress.

BACKGROUND FOR THE INVENTION

[0003] Although unisex garments for undershorts
and/or external use are well known that combine in a
single set or garment the T-shirt and the pertinent
undershorts or trousers, they are usually come in com-
plete sets that cannot be used in certain cases, specifi-
cally by those people with difficulties for
dressing/undressing, that is to say for the physically or
mentally disabled, who sometimes even need the help
of another person to perform these functions.

[0004] Nevertheless, these people, also in certain cir-
cumstances, places and situations, it would be conven-
ient for them to have a unisex undergarment and/or
external garment that might join together the T-shirt and
the undershorts or trousers, that is to say, that the said
two garments, which are normally independent from
each other, should be joined together forming a contin-
uous garment between them so as to avoid, for exam-
ple, the T-shirt from riding up and the risk of catching a
chill, or otherwise to avoid the shifting of a nappy
intended to collect and absorb the urine in the case of
incontinence.

DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

[0005] The unisex garment that is advocated is meant
to solve the problem set out above, since it forms a T-
shirt and lower part or undershorts in a single outfit,
which are linked by means of a transversal zipper that
may be closed and opened in order to separate the
undershorts to be separated from the T-shirt and there-
fore allow these kinds of people or the physically and
mentally disabled to be able to dress and undress with
greater comfort, or else another person, if required, may
dress and undress them, also with greater ease and
comfort. We should add to this the fact that the T-shirt
also has a lengthways zipper which allows it to be full
opened in order to facilitate the dressing/undressing
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operation.

[0006] More specifically, the unisex garment which
shall preferentially be made of a cotton fabric or similar
material, so as to prevent allergies and which will be
comfortable for the people who have to use it, presents
the special feature that on the one hand the part that
makes up the T-shirt, as was said earlier, has a length-
ways zipper that runs from the neck down to the bottom
line, allowing the complete opening of the zipper, which
may remain located, as shall be set out later, both in line
with the back part and in line with the front part, since
this T-shirt is linked to the part that forms the undergar-
ment by means of a zipper which is totally removable by
fully opening the said zipper, which make it possible for
the T-shirt to be placed with the zipper facing forwards
or with the zipper facing backwards, in the first case so
as to allow the user to dress/undress himself/herself
and in the second case when such an operation is to be
performed by another person

[0007] The zippers meet in their closing position in a
central and intermediate area where an opening is to be
found, which is partially closed as a result of the fact that
in that area there are some elasticised strips that tend to
close the pertinent open part, though the elasticized
parts in question will have conventional fastening
devices which will allow, at any time, to close that open-
ing starting in the junction between the zippers, and
specifically in the central area, either in the front part or
in the rear part, depending on the assembly of the T-
shirt with respect to the undergarment.

[0008] On the other hand, it has been envisaged that
the zippers in question will be preferentially made of a
soft plastic material with flat teeth, so that the zipper set
will be as flat as possible and thereby avoid any type of
discomfort for the user, it has also been envisaged that
the said zippers will be attached to the fabric both on the
undershorts and on the T-shirt, by means of overlaps
made of the fabrics themselves, so as to cover the teeth
of the zippers and thereby avoid contact of the latter
with the user's body, thereby the said contact shall
always be made over the fabric and not against the zip-
pers.

[0009] Apartfrom the fact that the garment in question
will make it easier to perform dressing/undressing oper-
ations, both for the physically and mentally disabled as
well as for other people to dress/undress physically
and/or mentally disabled people, in those cases in
which they suffer from incontinence, it shall not be nec-
essary to have to fully undress the person in question in
order to change the nappy, but rather it shall simply be
suffice to open the zipper that joins the lower part or
undershorts to the T-shirt and then replace the nappy.

DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS
[0010] So as to complement the description that is

hereby made and in order to help to better understand
the characteristics of the invention, in accordance with a
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preferential example for the practical performance
thereof, a set of drawings is enclosed as an integral part
of the said description in which, for illustrative purposes
and not intended to limit the description, the following
have been sketched out:

Figure 1. - Shows a sketch of the unisex garment
made in accordance with the object of the inven-
tion, seen from behind.

Figure 2. - Shows the same game garment in the
preceding figure, in this case seen from the front.

Figure 3. - Shows a cross-section close-up of one
of the zippers, corresponding to the A-B cut line in
Figure 1, showing the way for attaching or assem-
bling the said zippers.

Figure 4.- Shows a practical application on a per-
son, of the unisex garment that is the object of the
invention, in which the zipper for the T-shirt can be
seen partially open and the zipper that joins the
said T-shirt to the bottom art or undergarment when
fully opened.

PREFERRED EMBODIMENT OF THE INVENTION

[0011] In view of the aforementioned figures, it may be
seen how the unisex garment for dressing that is the
object of the invention and referred to in general using
(1), consists of two parts linked together to form a single
set as a garment for dressing as such, so that the upper
part constitutes what has come to be called a T-shirt (2),
whilst the bottom part constitutes what has come to be
called lower part or undershorts (3), though this part
may also be made as a panty or even as a long or short-
type trousers, in such a way that the claimed unisex gar-
ment can be of internal or external use.

[0012] In any case, the T-shirt (2) and the undershorts
(3) or the bottom part are linked to each other by means
of a transversal zipper (4), in line with the waist of that
lower part or undershorts (3), with the specific feature
that that zipper (4) may be opened to separate the T-
shirt (2) from the undershorts (3), since in the closed
position it constitutes the means for joining the two parts
to form the single garment for dressing.

[0013] Onits part, the T-shirt (2) also has a zipper (5)
set out lengthways from the opening (6) or neck down to
the lower part.

[0014] The upper edge of the neck (6) of the T-shirt
presents, both on one side and on the other side, the
same level or height so that the T-shirt (2) in question
may be worn with the zipper at the front or with the zip-
per at the back, at the user's convenience, in accord-
ance with his/her needs.

[0015] In the area where the zippers join together (4)
and (5), in their closing position, an open area (7) is
formed, as is shown in Figure 1, which tends to close as
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a result of the fact that in the sides of the lower part of
the zipper (5) and between the ends of the zipper (4),
the corresponding elasticized and gathered strips (8)
and (9) have been planned, respectively, which tend to
close that open are (7), though the total closure of the
latter may be achieved using fasteners or conventional
devices (10) envisaged both in the elastic parts (8) and
(9) referred to earlier.

[0016] On the other hand, both the zipper (4) and the
zipper (5) are attached to the pertinent fabric in such a
way that they are hidden and prevent direct rubbing
between the user's body and the teeth of the zippers, for
which purpose and as is shown in Figure 4, in which the
zipper belongs to the T-shirt (2), though it could also be
the zipper (4) belonging to the undershorts (3), presents
the specific feature that the fabric itself for the garment,
in this case the T-shirt (2) has a fold (11) that determines
the overlap in one strip (12) of the fabric or T-shirt (2)
over the zipper itself (5), specifically over the respective
side or one of the parts of the zipper, since on the other
side or complementary strip of that zipper (5) it would be
attached and set out in the same way. That is to say, that
each part of the zipper will be attached to a strip (12)
that forms an overlap, as from a line of fold (11), made
of the material from the garment itself, in order that the
teeth of the repeated zipper are kept hidden and no con-
tact is made between the user's body against the afore-
said zipper but rather on the pertinent fabric
corresponding to the garment for dressing as such.
[0017] It is not deemed necessary to extend this
description so that any expert on this subject may
understand the scope of the invention and the advan-
tages deriving therefrom.

[0018] The materials, shape, size and layout of the
parts may be liable to changes provided that this does
not mean any alteration of the essential nature of the
invention.

[0019] The terms in which this report has been drawn
up must always be taken in their widest sense and must
not be limited.

Claims

1. UNISEX GARMENT FOR THE PHYSICALLY-MEN-
TALLY DISABLED, which is planned for its use pref-
erentially by people with difficulties for dressing-
undressing themselves or that even have to do so
with the help of another person, it is characterised
because it is constituted by an upper part which
acts as a T-shirt (2) and lower part that acts as
undershorts (3), trousers or similar, with both parts
being joined together by means of a transversal zip-
per (4) to form a single piece set in which the open-
ing of the join for both parts makes it possible to
divide them; with it also being envisaged that the
part which constitutes the T-shirt (2) should have a
central and lengthways zipper (5) from the neck (6)
down to the lower part, thereby making it possible
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to open the said T-shirt (2) lengthways to facilitate
the dressing/undressing of the user.

UNISEX GARMENT FOR THE PHYSICALLY-MEN-
TALLY DISABLED, according to claim 1, character- 5
ised because the fabric that makes up the unisex
garment has lengthways folds (11) in line with the
strips for attaching the zippers themselves (4) and

(5), with those folds (11) determining an overlap of
strips (12) of the fabric from the garment itself 710
which hide the teeth of the zipper, thereby prevent-

ing contact of the latter with the user's body.

UNISEX GARMENT FOR THE PHYSICALLY-MEN-
TALLY DISABLED, according to the previous claims 15
characterised because the upper edge correspond-

ing to the neck (6) of the T-shirt (2) presents approx-
imately the same level at the front and at the back,
thereby allowing the positioning of the T-shirt (2)

with respect to the undershorts (3) with its zipper at 20
the front or at the back, without any distinction.

UNISEX GARMENT FOR THE PHYSICALLY-MEN-
TALLY DISABLED, according to the previous
claims, characterised because in the area where 25
both zippers (4) and (5) are in line an opening (7) is
left which is liable to be closed partially by means of
the corresponding elasticized and gathered strips
(8) and (9) envisaged in the sides of the zipper,
belonging to the part corresponding to the T-shirt 30
(2) and in line with the upper or intermediate area
corresponding to the lower part or undershorts (3),
with those elasticized and gathered strips (8) and
(9) having the means (10) for fastening that make it
possible for the total closing of that opening. 35
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