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(57)  Alog carrier (1) includes a supporting beam (2)
fixed to the rotatable part (7) of a turntable (8), the fixed
part (12) of which is fixed to the log carrier (1). The rotat-
able part (7) is rotated by a double piston (9) having a
first end (11) rotatably fixed to the fixed part (12) of the

FIG. 2

Log carriage for sawing machine

turntable (8), and the other end (10) rotatably fixed to
the supporting beam (2). Upper and lower (5, 5') gripper
hooks are adjustable in height.
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Description

[0001] The present invention concerns a log carrier for
a log cutter and, more precisely, it concerns a log carrier
having pivoting alignment.

[0002] Circular, conical or half logs, as well as very
thick planks, need to be aligned perfectly on the log car-
rier in order to optimise the sawing operation.

[0003] According to the prior art, various systems are
used to align the log, or thick planks, which necessitate
various adjustment manipulations assisted by hooks or
catches, with a consequent loss of time, or which use
various arms that move independently but which are
more expensive.

[0004] The object of the present invention is to provide
a log carrier in which the alignment system and that for
the horizontal and vertical positioning of the log are inte-
grated, thus limiting the preparation time by utilising a
single positioning axis. The present invention achieves
the aforesaid objects with a log carrier having the char-
acteristics specifically referred to in the following claims.
[0005] The invention will now be described with refer-
ence to the accompanying drawings provided by way of
non-limitative example, in which:

- Figure 1 is a plan view of a log carrier according to
the invention;

- Figures 2 and 3 are partial views of the log carrier
of Figure 1 in two different working positions; and

- Figure 4 is a schematic partial side view of the log
carrier according to the invention.

[0006] With reference to the drawings, the reference
numeral 1 generally indicates a log carrier according to
the invention.

[0007] A log T to be cut into planks by a saw, not
shown, is carried by the log carrier 1 in a fixed position
with respect to the carrier 1 and with a cutting plane
indicated 3.

[0008] Thelog T is held securely in the log carrier 1 by
locator frames 4 and associated upper and lower grip-
per hooks 5, 5' fixed to a beam 2.

[0009] The upper and lower gripper hooks 5, 5' can be
retracted to a plurality of positions by means of associ-
ated hydraulic pistons 6, and have the possibility of
being adjusted in height.

[0010] The beam 2 is fixed to the rotatable part 7 of a
load-bearing turntable 8, the fixed part 12 of which is
fixed to a carriage, known and for simplicity not
described, that enables the beam 2 and the turntable 8
to move transversely in the directions indicated by the
arrows in Figure 1. The assembly of the beam 2 and the
turntable 8 is moved by an actuator 13, for example a
hydraulic or electromechanical actuator, using means
that are known and, for simplicity, not described.

[0011] A double hydraulic piston 9 is rotatably
attached at its first end 10 to the beam 2, and rotatably
attached at its second end to the fixed part 12 of the
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turntable 8.

[0012] In use, the log T is positioned and secured in
the log carrier 1 by the locator frames 4 and the associ-
ated gripper hooks 5and 5'.

[0013] By shortening or lengthening the double
hydraulic piston 9, the rotatable part 7 of the turntable 8
is rotated in one direction or the other (see Figure 2 or
Figure 3) until the log T is in optimal alignment with the
cutting plane 3.

[0014] Naturally, the principle of the invention remain-
ing the same, the details of construction and the embod-
iments can be widely varied with respect to that
described and illustrated without by this departing from
the ambit of the present invention.

Claims

1. Alog carrier (1) for a log cutter including a beam
(2), having locator frames (4) and pairs of upper
and lower gripper hooks (5, 57, which secure the
log, (T) while it is being worked, mounted on the
said beam (2), characterised in that the said beam
(2) is fixed to the rotatable part (7) of a turntable (8)
the fixed part (12) of which is fixed to a transversely
movable carriage that is moved by an actuator (13).

2. Alogcarrier (1) according to Claim 1, characterised
in that the rotatable part (7) of the turntable (8) is
rotated in two directions by a thrust element (9), the
first (11) and second (10) ends of which are rotata-
bly fixed to the fixed part (12) of the turntable (8)
and the supporting beam (2), respectively.

3. Alogcarrier (1) according to Claim 2, characterised
in that the said thrust element (9) comprises two
counterposed hydraulic pistons.

4. Alog carrier (1) according to any preceding claim,
characterised in that the said upper and lower grip-
per hooks (5, 5') are retractable under the action of
hydraulic pistons (6), and their height is adjustable.

All substantially as described and illustrated and for
the specified objects.
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