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(54) Inkjet printhead service station

(57) A timing cam driven service station services a
pair of inkjet cartridges, such as interchangeable first
and second inkjet cartridges when installed with a third
inkjet cartridge, in a dual-cartridge carriage of an inkjet
printing mechanism. The interchangeable cartridge sys-
tem uses a black ink cartridge and a full color cartridge
with full-colorant concentrations of colored ink for print-
ing graphics and text. For printing photographic type im-
ages, the black cartridge is replaced with an imaging
cartridge that carries ink formulations having reduced
colorant concentrations to provide near photographic

quality images. The service station has a timing cam
drive that selectively translationally moves caps and
wipers to service the installed printheads, including the
capability to independently wipe each printhead for op-
timum servicing, as well as the capability to simultane-
ously wipe both installed printheads to speed servicing
during a print job. The timing cam drive also drives a
carriage lock to secure a carriage carrying the print-
heads in a fixed position when the printheads are
capped. A method is also provided of servicing inkjet
printheads installed in the printing mechanism.
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