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(54) Operating mechanism of rotary electric component

(57) This invention describes an operation mecha-
nism, in which a rotary electric component is operated
by rotation of an operation knob whose position is rotat-
ably restricted by a housing. This mechanism can main-
tain a satisfactory operational feel of the operation knob
for a user, even though the rotary electric component,
which is mounted beforehand on a printed circuit board,
is fixed to the housing. In the mechanism, an operation
knob includes a first operation member (9) and a second
operation member (14), in which there are integrally
formed: a cylindrical part (11) disposed rotatably in an
opening (6) of the housing (4), four flexible members
(12) extending from the inner peripheral surface of the
cylindrical part (11) toward the center thereof, and a con-
necting shaft (13) extending vertically in the downward
direction from the intersection of the flexible members
(12); the second operation member (14) formed of syn-
thetic resin is attached to the cylindrical part (11) by
press-fitting. Then, a printed circuit board (1), on which
a rotary switch (2) is mounted beforehand, is fixed to the
housing (4), and an engaging part (13a) formed at the
lower end of a connecting shaft (13) is inserted into an
engaging hole (3a) formed on a rotation shaft (3) of the
rotary switch (2), whereby the deviation between the
center of the rotation shaft (3) and that of the connecting
shaft (13) caused by mounting errors which occur at this
time is absorbed by swinging of the connecting shaft
(13), which accompanies deformations of the flexible
members (12).
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