EP 0924 735 A3

Européisches Patentamt
European Patent Office

(19) g)

Office européen des brevets

(11) EP 0924 735 A3

(12) EUROPEAN PATENT APPLICATION

(88) Date of publication A3:
03.11.1999 Bulletin 1999/44

(43) Date of publication A2:
23.06.1999 Bulletin 1999/25

(21) Application number: 98203980.2

(22) Date of filing: 25.11.1998

(51) Intcl.6: HO1H 85/11

(84) Designated Contracting States:
ATBECHCYDEDKESFIFRGBGRIEITLILU
MC NL PT SE
Designated Extension States:
AL LT LV MK RO SI

(30) Priority: 16.12.1997 GB 9726433

(71) Applicant: Delphi Automotive Systems
Deutschland GmbH
D-42369 Wuppertal (DE)

(72) Inventors:
» Dinger, Jirgen
42899 Remscheid (DE)

» Alksnat, Holger
58285 Gevelsberg (DE)
» Kriegesmann, Stefan
44269 Dortmund (DE)

(74) Representative: Denton, Michael John
Delphi Automotive Systems
Centre Technique Paris
117 avenue des Nations
B.P. 60059
95972 Roissy Charles de Gaulle Cedex (FR)

(54) A fuse arrangement

(57) A fuse arrangement in an electrical system of
an motor vehicle comprising an electrical conductor (12)
connectable between a power supply (14) and an elec-
trical load (16), the electrical conductor having a portion
(18) with a predetermined melting point; a heating ele-
ment (22) attached to the portion of the electrical con-
ductor, the heating element being capable of reaching

a temperature above the predetermined melting point;
a switch (24) connected between the heating element
and electrical ground, the switch normally being open;
and switch control means (26) for closing the switch
means and heating the heating element on receipt of a
predetermined signal from a sensor (28). Provides pro-
tection for electrical loads on detection of an adverse
condition by the sensor.
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