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(54) Hook for footwear

(57) Hook for footwear and the like, of a type con-
sisting of a body (1) having a substantially laminar struc-
ture and so shaped as to define a channel (7) closed on
at least three sides (2, 3, 8) and exhibiting a slide portion
able to interact with a lace going through said channel
(7). Said slide portion is made up of one or more flanges
(9) of said laminar structure (1) which are folded up and/
or joined to each other and/or to other parts of the same
structure.
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Description

[0001] The present invention refers to a hook for foot-
wear and the like.

[0002] In many types of footwear articles, the vamp's
flaps are joined by laces which cross a plurality of hooks
or loops shaped as an open or closed ring and disposed
in pairs on the two flaps.

For a proper use of the footwear article, the laces must
go through the hooks without encountering too high a
friction therein; in other words, no obstacle causing a
non uniform tightening between the different portions of
the loops and contributing to a non uniform wear of the
lace should be present.

[0003] With aview of limitingthis drawback, the patent
application IT-TV94U0008 discloses a loop-shaped
tightening apparatus comprising a plurality of driving
sheave elements for the footwear's laces, which ele-
ments are allowed to rotate about two axes orthogonal
to each other; each of the sheaves is borne by a C-
shaped plate fastened to the vamp by hinge means. A
further embodiment provides for the use of a folded plate
perforated on two opposite portions in order to receive
a non-removable but free-to-rotate ball allowing the lac-
es of the footwear article to slide therein.

[0004] The solutions so far disclosed for manufactur-
ing footwear articles are complex inasmuch as they re-
quire a plurality of separated steps for the preparation
of their components. The fact of providing more parts
actually implies assembly steps which prolong and com-
plicate the manufacturing process. The more complex
work brings about significantly higher costs which
weighs heavily on the commercial competitiviness of the
product which has, typically, relatively limited manufac-
turing costs.

[0005] A further drawback of the above solutions lies
in the fact that withing said hooks, the elements used
for the sliding of the lace are disposed some distance
away form the corresponding end of the hook; in other
words, an opening is provided between the slide ele-
ment (sheave or ball in the described examples) and the
portion delimiting the hook on the corresponding side.
This opening makes the thus formed hook disagreeable
from the aesthetical point of view, especially for use on
valuable footwear and/or characterized by an aestethi-
cally refined line. Moreover, the presence of this open-
ing, is likely to cause dust or, more generally, dirt to pile
up upon wearing the shoes. The main object of the
present invention is to overcome the said drawbacks.
[0006] This result has been achieved, according to
the invention, by providing a hook for footwear and sim-
ilar articles having the features indicated in the charac-
terizing part of claim 1. Further characteristics being set
forth in the dependent claims.

[0007] The advantages deriving from the present in-
vention lie essentially in that it is possible to provide a
hook for footwear and the like easy to make, effective
and characterized by an extremely low cost. Besides,
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the thus obtained hook results aesthetically appreciable
and offers the advantage - as far as dirt-collection is con-
cerned - of having no gap between the lace-guiding el-
ement and the corresponding hook's end.

[0008] These and other advantages and characteris-
tics of the present innovation will be best understood by
anyone skilled in the art from a reading of the following
description in conjunction with the attached drawings
given as a practical exemplification of the invention, but
not to be considered in a limitative sense, wherein:

- Fig.1 refers to a feasible embodiment of a hook ac-
cording to the present innovation, shown in a plan
view in its state of intermediate product;

- Fig.2 refers to the embodiment of Fig.1 in its state
of finished product, shown in a top view;

- Fig.3 refers to the embodiment of Fig.1 in its state
of finished product, shown in a bottom view;

- Fig.4 refers to the embodiment of Fig.1 in its state
of finished product, shown in a side view;

- Fig.5 refers to the embodiment of Fig.1 in its state
of finished product, shown in a sectional view taken
on line V-V in Fig. 2;

- Fig. 6 refers to another feasible embodiment of a
hook according to the present innovation, shown in
a plan view in its state of intermediate product;

- Fig.7 refers to the embodiment of Fig.6 in its state
of finished product, shown in a top view;

- Fig.8 refers to the embodiment of Fig.6 in its state
of finished product, shown in a bottom view;

- Fig.9 refers to the embodiment of Fig.6 in its state
of finished product, shown in a side view;

- Fig.10 refers to the embodiment of Fig.6 in its state
of finished product, shown in a sectional view taken
on line X-Xin Fig. 7;

- Fig. 11 refers to a further feasible embodiment of a
hook according to the present innovation, shown in
a plan view in its state of intermediate product;

- Fig.12referstothe embodiment of Fig.11 in its state
of finished product, shown in a top view;

- Fig.13referstothe embodiment of Fig.11 in its state
of finished product, shown in a bottom view;

- Fig.14 referstothe embodiment of Fig.11 in its state
of finished product, shown in a side view;

- Fig.15refersto the embodiment of Fig.11 in its state
of finished product, shown in a sectional view taken
on line XV-XV in Fig. 12.

[0009] Reduced to its basic structure, and reference
being made to the figures of the attached drawings, a
hook (1) according to the innovation is of a type consist-
ing of a body (1) having a substantially laminar structure
and so shaped as to define a channel (7) closed on at
least three sides (2, 3, 8). In other words, the hook (1)
may either of closed ring type, as in the examples of
Figs. 1 to 5 and 11 to 15, or of open ring type (open
mouth), as in the example of Figs. 6 to 10.

In this type of hook provision is made for a slide portion



3 EP 0 925 733 A1 4

able to interact with a lace going through the channel (7).
[0010] Advantageously, the presentinvention exhibits
a slide portion made up of one or more flanges (9) of the
laminar structure (1) which are folded up and/or joined
to each other and/or to other parts of the same structure.
[0011] Inpractice, as shown inthe example, two flang-
es (9) may be provided which are joined with each other;
alternatively, provision may be made for only one flange
which unites with another portion of the laminar struc-
ture (1), or for only one flange folded up, or for more
flanges joined to the laminar structure (1), etc.

The channel (7) exhibits a top portion (2), a bottom por-
tion (3) and a connecting portion interposed therebe-
tween. In the illustrated example, the flanges (9) are
made up of the same connecting portion (8) which, in
correspondence of one step for the formation of the in-
termediate product (1'), has an initial development of an
extent larger than the width taken up by the same portion
(8) over the finished product (1). In this way, there is ob-
tained a connecting portion (8) of substantially cylindri-
cal shape.

Moreover, the flanges (9) extend directly from the end
(6) of body (1), in correspondence of said connecting
portion (8), so as to provide an assembly without solu-
tion of continuity between the connecting portion (8) and
said slide portion (9). This allows overcoming the draw-
back of having a gap between the slide portion and the
hook, as provided in the solutions of the prior art.

To engage the hook (1), the latter is provided with means
(4) for attachment to the vamp, said means being made
up of a substantially cylindrical element (4) (in one piece
with the body (1) of the hook in the examples) hanging
downwards from a base portion (3) and having a free
end apt to be fixedly riveted over the vamp. It is under-
stood that the positioning of such cylindrical element (4)
may be different from the one indicated in the drawings
for exemplification purpose. Moreover, other vamp-fix-
ing means of known type may be used, which wiil not
be described herein.

In the case of a closed ring-type hook, the body (1) of
the hook may be provided with one or more fins or edges
(5; 20) on the base portion (3) or on the top portion (2),
and folded over the other portion to keep the latter in
place. In the example of Figs. 1 to 5, provision is made
for one fin (5), whereas in the example of Figs. 11 to 15
provision is made for a rivetable edge (20) and for two
fins as well, as shown only in Fig. 13.

[0012] Alternatively, in one example (not shown), the
flanges (9) may extend sideway from the top portion (2)
or from the base portion (3) and be folded up and/or unit-
ed inside the channel (7) to define the slide portion.

Claims
1. Hook for footwear and the like, of a type consisting

of a body (1) having a substantially laminar struc-
ture and so shaped as to define a channel (7) closed
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on at least three sides (2, 3, 8) and exhibiting a slide
portion able to interact with a lace going through
said channel (7), hook characterized in that said
slide portion is made up of one or more flanges (9)
of said laminar structure (1) which are folded up
and/or joined to each other and/or to other parts of
the same structure.

Hook according to claim 1, characterized in that
said channel (7) exhibits at least a top portion (2),
a bottom portion (3) and a connecting portion (8)
interposed therebetween, and one or more flanges
(9) are disposed in correspondence of said con-
necting portion (8).

Hook according to claim 1, characterized in that
said one or more flanges (9) are made up of the
same connecting portion (8) which, in correspond-
ence of a step for the formation of the intermediate
product (1'), has an initial development of an extent
larger than the width taken up by the same portion
(8) over the finished product, so as to determine a
connecting portion (8) of substantially cylindrical
shape.

Hook according to claim 2 or claim 3, characterized
in that said flanges (9) extend directly from the end
(6) of body (1), in correspondence of said conneci-
ing portion (8), so as to provide an assembly without
solution of continuity between the connecting por-
tion (8) and said slide portion (9).

Hook according to claim 1, characterized in that
said body (1) is provided with means (4) for attach-
ment to the vamp, said means being made up of a
substantially cylindrical element (4) hanging down-
wards from a base portion (3) and having a free end
apt to be fixedly riveted over the same vamp.

Hook according to claim 5, characterized in that
said substantially cylindrical element (4) is made in
one piece with said body (1).

Hook according to claim 1, characterized in that
said body (1) has a base portion (3) and a top por-
tion (2) joined together by a connecting portion (8)
in correspondence of one end (6) to form one body,
and it is provided, in correspondence of the oppo-
site end, with one or more fins or edges (5; 20) lo-
cated either on said base (3) or on said top (2) por-
tion and folded over the other portion in order to re-
tain it.

Hook according to claim 1, characterized in that
said channel (7) exhibits at least a top portion (2),
a base portion (3) and a connecting portion (8) in-
terposed therebetween, and said one or more flang-
es (9) branch out sideway from either said top por-
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tion (2) or said base portion (3) and are folded up
and/or joined together inside said channel (7).
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