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(54) Method and means for transfer of granular materials

(57) Transfer means of granular material (15) in-
cludes a permeable baffle (33) through which a fluid acts
on said granular material; it further comprises a thin belt
(31) on which the said granular material lies, said thin
belt being unwound from a coil (39) arranged upstream
the pressing station and being rewound in coil (39)

downstream the said pressing station; a method to pre-
pare a layer of powders designed to be pressed in form
of ceramic tile comprises the following steps: arranging
on a support surface superimposed layers (310,312) of
different powders; acting with a fluid on said superim-
posed layers of different powders to mix them with each
other along a vertical direction.
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a ) (E):fl:opean Patent LACK OF UNITY OF INVENTION Application Number
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The Search Division considers that the present European patent application does not comply with the
requirements of unity of invention and relates to several inventions or groups of inventions, namely:

1. Claims: 1, 20, 2
Method and device for transfer of granular material, acting
thereupon with a fluid passing through permeable regions of
screen means. Said screen means according to claim 2
including regions non-permeable to the fluid.

2. Claims: 3, 21
Device as in claim 1 or method as in claim 20. Said screen

means further being surrounded by frame means peripherally
containing the granular material.

3. Claim : 4

Device as in claim 1. Said screen means further being
arranged in the form of an endless belt.

4, Claim: 5to 9
Device as in claim 1. Said screen means further
communicating with chamber means containg the fluid.

5. Claim : 10 to 14
Device as in claim 1. Additionally a support belt for
supporting the granular material.

6. Claim : 15
Device as in claim 1. Said screen means further being
movable in order to be introduced in a mould suitable for
forming ceramic tiles.

7. Claims: 22, 24, 25
Method as in claim 20. The acting further comprising blowing
the operating fluid through the screen means.

8. Claims: 23, 24, 25

Method as in claim 20. The acting further comprising sucking
the operating fluid through the screen means.
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0 ) zt:fl:opean Patent LACK OF UNITY OF INVENTION Application Number
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The Search Division considers that the present European patent application does not comply with the
requirements of unity of invention and relates to several inventions or groups of inventions, namely:

9. Claim : 26
Method as in claim 20. The acting further taking place while
the screen means supports the granular material.

10. Claim : 27
Method as in claim 20. The acting further taking place while
the screen means lies above the granular material.

11. Claims: 28, 29
Method as in claim 20. The granular material further being
distributed in at least two layers.

12. Claim : 30
Method as in claim 20. The acting further comprising
transferring the granular material into a mould for forming
ceramic tiles.

13. Claim : 31
Method as in claim 20. The granular material further being
provided with a substantially non-permeable layer.

14. Claims: 32, 35
Method for transferring granular material to a pressing
station for ceramic tiles with the features according to
claim 32 and, optionally, claim 35.

15. Claims: 33, 35
Method to prepare a layer of powders with features according
to claims 33 and, optionally, claim 35.

16. Claims: 34, 35

Method to prepare powders with features according to claims
34 and, optionally, claim 35.
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